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PREFACE. 


F the early history of the Worshipful the Russia 
Company, z.e., from A.D. 1553 to A.D. 1666, no 
information is available from the Records of the Company. 

In a document in the possession of the Company, it is 
stated that the Letters Patent granted to the Company by 
Philip and Mary ‘‘were burnt at the Fire of London in 
1666,” and in the Reference Book of the Company that all 
documents of veal value were “ burnt in the Fire of 1838.” 

The Minute Books of the Company, however, have 
been preserved from the year 1666 to the present time. 

With the view of connecting the year 1553, the date of 
the formation of the Russia Company, to the year 1666, 
when the Minute Books become available, the following 
notes have been written. 

As far as possible, the words of the old narratives, 
documents, charters and grants, have been preserved. 

I have to express my deep sense of gratitude to the 
Hakluyt Society for their kind permission to make use of their 
volumes, and to quote therefrom ; also to W. R. Scott, Esq., 
M.A., D.Phil., Litt.D., and Lecturer on Political Economy 
in the University of St. Andrews, for his kindness in placing 
at my disposal the information contained in his comprehen- 
sive work, “ Joint Stock Companies to 1720,” vols. I. and II. 

I have also to thank His Honour, Judge Sir T. W. 
Snagge, for his great interest and help at the Record Office, 
where may be seen, under the Sign Manual of James I., 
the confirmation and enlargement of the privileges granted 
to the Company by Queen Elizabeth, &c., &c. 

Regretting the fragmentary nature of some of these 
notes, but relying upon the forbearance of my readers, 
I submit the following pages to the kind consideration of 
the Governor, Consuls, and Court of Assistants of the 


Worshipful the Russia Company. 
WILLIAM S. PAGE. 


BOUT the year A.D. 1550 the Spaniards and 

A Portuguese were displaying considerable 

commercial activity in the exploitation of 

sundry hitherto undiscovered countries and in many 

cases securing very large gains in proportion to the 
sums invested in these ventures. 

Certain Merchants of the City of London having 
for some time been observant of these ventures and 
the profits made, and desirous to share in the 
profits so made, decided to fit out a trading 
expedition. Accordingly in the year A.D. 1553, 
after consultation with Sebastian Cabot, it was 
decided that in the discovery of a north east passage 
to Cathay lay the greatest chance of success. 

The next step was the formation of a Company 
or Society for this purpose. The organisation of 
this took place in the early part of A.D. 1553 under 
the title of “The mysterie and Companie of the 
Merchants adventurers for the discoverie of Regions, 
Dominions, Islands and places unknown.” The 
right Worshipfull M. Sebastian Cabota Esquier was 
appointed Governour of the Company, and in May 
1553 the inception of the Russia Company may be 
said to have taken place and the formation of the 
first of the great English joint stock companies for 
foreign trade. 

The reason of the formation of this as a Joint 
Stock Company instead of the regulated type of 
Company is explained as follows : 


Previously to this time the regulated Companies 
B2 


A.D. 1550. 


A.D. 1553. 
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A.D. 1853. had been organised so as to enable certain individual 
traders to prosecute their business either personally 
or through their factors, within certain specified 
limits. “Since this expedition was being fitted out 
to penetrate into Countries, either altogether savage 
or of alow degree of civilization, it was probably 
felt that the type of Company which was adapted to 
trade with a neighbouring and developed region 
would be unsuitable in this case, and therefore while 
the form of government in its essentials was copied 
from the regulated Company, it was decided that 
instead of each person participating by trading on his 
own Capital a “joint stock ”* should be established. 

The method of raising the first instalment of 
this “joint stock” is explained in the “ Testimonie 
of Mr. Richard Eden.” 

**The newe Navigation and discoverie of the 
kingdome of Moscovia, by the Northeast, in the 
yeere 1553: Enterprised by Sir Hugh Willoughbie 
knight, and perfourmed by Richard Chancelor 


Pilot major of the voyage: Written in Latine by 
Clement Adams.” 


At what time our Marchants perceived the 
commodities and wares of England to bee in small 
request with the countreys and people about us, and 
neere unto us, and that those Marchandizes which 
strangers in the time and memorie of our auncesters 
did earnestly seeke and desire, were nowe neglected, 
and the price thereof abated, although by us carried 
to their own portes, and all forreine Marchandises 
in great accompt, and their prises wonderfully raised : 
certaine grave Citizens of London, and men of great 


* **Yoint Stock Companies to 1720,” W. R. Scott. 
Hakluyt Voyages II. (x¢03). 
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wisedome, and carefull for the good of their Countrey, A.D. 4558. 
began to thinke with themselves, how this mischiefe 
might bee remedied. Neither was a remedie (as it 
then appeared) wanting to their desires, for the 
avoyding of so great an inconvenience : for seeing 
that the wealth of the Spaniards and Portingales, by 
the discoverie and search of newe trades and 
Countreys was marveilously increased, supposing 
the same to be a course and meane for them also 
to obteine the like, they thereupon resolved upon a 
newe and strange Navigation. And whereas at the 
same time one Sebastian Cabota, a man in those 
dayes very renowmed, happened to bee in London, 
they began first of all to deale and consult diligently 
with him, and after much speech and conference 
together, it was at last concluded that three shippes 
should be prepared and furnished out, for the search 
and discoverie of the Northerne part oi the world, 
to open a way and passage to our men for travaile 
to newe and unknowen kingdomes. 


And whereas many things seemed necessary to 
bee regarded in this so hard and difficult a matter, 
they first make choyse of certaine grave and wise 
persons in maner of a Senate or Companie, which 
should lay their heads together, and give their 
judgements, and provide things requisite and profit- 
able for all occasions: by this Companie it was 
thought expedient, that a certaine summe of money 
should publiquely bee collected to serve for the 
furnishing of so many shippes. And lest any private 
man should bee too much oppressed and charged, 
a course was taken, that every man willing to be of 
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A.D. 1553. the societie, should disburse the portion of twentie 
and five pounds:a piece: so that in shorte time by 
this meanes the summe of Sixe thousand pounds 
being gathered, the three shippes were bought, the 
most part whereof they provided to be newly built 
and trimmed. 

The three ships bought were the “Edward 
Bonaventure,” 160 tunnes, the “ Bona Speranza” or 
“Esperanza, 120 tunnes and the “Confidentia,” 
90 tunnes. 

The following twelve Counsellors were ap- 
pointed for this voyage :— 

1. Sir Hugh Willoughby Knight, the Bona 
Spanza, Captaine generall of the fleete. 


2. Richard Chancelour Captaine of the 
Edward Bonaventure and Pilot generall of the 


fleete. 
3. George Burton Cape Marchant. 
4. Master Richard Stafford Minister. 
5. Thomas Langlie Marchant. 
6. James Dalabere Gentleman. 


7. William Gefferson Master of the Bona 
Speranza Admirall. 


8. Stephen Borrough Master of the Edward 


Bonaventure. 

9. Cornelius Durfurth Master of the Confi- 
dentia. 

10. Roger Wilson, 

11. John Buckland, Master mates. 


12. Richard Ingram. 


Hakluyt Voyages II. (1903). 
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Edward VI. was deeply interested in this AD. 1553. 
adventure and wishing to further the enterprise in 
every way wrote the following letter :-— 

The copie of the letters missive which the 
Right Noble Prince Edward the Sixt sent to the 
King’s, Princes, and other Potentates, inhabiting 
the Northeast partes of the worlde toward the 
mighty empire of Cathay, at such time as Sir 
Hugh Willoughby Knight, and Richard Chancelor, 
with their Company, attempted their voyage 
thither in the yeere of Christ 1553 and the seventh 
and last yeere of his raigne. 

Edward the sixt, by the grace of God, King 
of England, France, and Ireland &c. To all Kings, 
Princes, Rulers, Judges, and Governours of the 
earth, and all other having any excellent dignitie on 
the same, in all places under the universall heaven ; 
peace, tranquillitie, and honour be unto you, and 
your lands and regions, which are under your 
dominions, and to every of you, as is convenient. 


Forasmuch as the great and Almightie God 
hath given unto mankinde, above all other living 
creatures, such an heart and desire, that every man 
desireth to joine friendship with other, to love and 
be loved, also to give and receive mutuall benefites : 
It is therefore the duty of all men, according to 
their power, to maintaine and increase this desire 
in every man, with well deserving to all men, and 
especially to shew this good affection to such, as 
being moved with this desire, come unto them from 
_farre countreis. For how much the longer voyage 
they have attempted for this intent, so much the 
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A.D. 1858. more doe they thereby declare that this desire hath 
bene ardent in them. Furthermore also, the 
examples of our fathers and predecessors doe invite 
us hereunto, forasmuch as they have ever gently 
and lovingly intreated such as of friendly mind 
came to them, aswell from Countries neare hand, 
as farre remote, commending themselves to their 
protection. And if it be right and equity to shew 
such humanitie toward all men, doubtlesse the same 
ought chiefly to be shewed to marchants, who 
wandering about the world, search both the land 
and the sea, to carry such good and profitable things, 
as are found in their countries, to remote regions 
and kingdomes, and againe to bring from the same, 
such things as they find there commodious for their 
owne countries: both aswell that the people, to 
whom they goe, may not be destitute of such 
commodities as their Countries bring not forth to 
them, as that also they may be partakers of such 
things, whereof they abound. For the God of 
heaven and earth greatly providing for mankinde, 
would not that all things should be found in one 
region, to the ende that one should have neede of 
another, that by this meanes friendship might be 
established among all men, and everyone seeke to 
gratifie all. For the establishing and furtherance 
of which universall amitie, certaine men of our 
Realme, mooved hereunto by the said desire, have 
instituted and taken upon them a voyage by sea 
into far Countreis, to the intent that betweene our 
people and them, a way may bee opened to bring in, 
and cary out marchandises desiring us to further 

Hakluyt Voyages II. (1903). 
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their enterprise. Who assenting to their petition, A.D. 1583. 
have licensed the right valiant and worthy Sir Hugh 
Willoughby, knight, and other our trusty and faith- 
full servants, which are with him, according to their 
desire, to goe to countreis to them heeretofore 
unknowen, aswell to seeke such things as we lacke, 
as also to cary unto them from our regions, such 
things as they lacke. So that hereby not onely 
commoditie may ensue both to them and us, but 
also an indissoluble and perpetuall league of friend- 
ship be established betweene us both, while they 
permit us to take of their things, such whereof they 
have abundance in their regions, and we againe grant 
them such things of ours, whereof they are destitute. 
We therefore desire you kings and princes, and al 
other, to whom there is any power on the earth, to 
permit unto these our servants free passage by your 
regions and dominions : for they shall not touch 
any thing of yours unwilling unto you. Consider 
you that they also are men. If therefore they shall 
stand in neede of anything, we desire you of all 
humanitie, and for the nobilitie which is in you, to 
ayde and helpe them with such things as they lacke, 
receiving againe of them such things as they shall 
bee able to give you in recompense. Shew your 
selves so towards them, as you would that we and 
our subjects should shewe ourselves towards your 
servants, if at any time they shall passe by our 
regions. 

Thus doing, we promise you by the God of : 
all things that are contained in heaven, earth and 
the sea, and by the life and tranquillitie of our 
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A.D. 1553. kingdomes, that we will with like humanitie accept 
your servants, if at any time they shall come to our 
kingdomes, where they shall as friendly and gently 
bee entertained, as if they were borne in our 
Dominions that wee may hereby recompence the 
favour and benignitie which you have shewed to 
our men. Thus after we have desired you Kings 
and Princes, &c. with all humanity and favour, to 
entertaine our welbeloved servants, we will pray our 
Almighty God, to graunt you long life, and peace, 
which never shall have ende. Written in London, 
which is the chiefe Citie of our kingdome, in the 
yeere from the creation of the world, 5515, in the 
moneth of liar, i.e. February, the fourteenth day of 
the moneth, and seventh yeere of our reigne.” 


This letter was written also in Greeke, and 
divers other languages. 


Hakluyt Voyages II. (1903). 
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THE JURAMENTUM, OR OTHE, MINISTRED 
TO THE CAPTAINE. 


You shall sweare to be a faithfull, true, and 
loyal subject in all points, and duties, that to 
a subject appertaineth, to our soveraigne Lord the 
kings Majestie, his heires, and successors : and that 
you shall wel and truely to the uttermost of your 
capacitie, wit, & knowledge, serve this present 
voiage, committed to your charge, and not to give up, 
nor sooner intermit the same, until you shall have 
atchieved the same, so farre foorth, as you may 
without danger of your life, and losse of the fleete : 
you shall give good, true, and faithfull counsell to 
the said societie, and to such as shal have the charge 
with or under you, and not to disclose the secrets, 
or privities of the same to any person by any maner 
of meane, the prejudice, hurt, or damage of it. You 
shal minister justice to all men under your charge, 
without respect of person, or any affection, that 
might move you to decline from the true ministration 
of justice. And further, you shal observe, and cause 
to be observed, as much as in you lieth, all and 
singular rules, articles, provisions hitherto made, or 
heereafter to be made for the preservation or safe- 
conduct of the fleete and voyage, and benefit of 
the Company. You shall not permit nor suffer the 
stocke of goods of the company to be wasted, 
imbezeled, or consumed, but shall conserve the same 
whole and entire, without diminishment, untill you 
shall have delivered, or cause to be delivered the 
same, to the use of the companie. And finally 
you shal use your selfe in all points, sorts, and 
conditions, as to a faithfull captaine, and brother 
of this companie shall belong and appertaine: 
So helpe you God, &c. 
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THE OTHE MINISTRED TO THE MAISTER 
OF THE SHIP, &c. 

You shall sweare by the holy contents in that 
booke, that you according and to the uttermost of 
your knowledge, and good understanding in mariners 
science and craft, shall in your vocation doe your 
best to conduct the good shippe called the N. &c. 
whereof you nowe are Maister under God, both 
unto and from the portes of your discoverie, and so 
use your indevour and faithfull diligence, charging, 
discharging, lading againe, and roomaging of the 
same shippe, as may be most for the benefite 
and profite of this right woorshipfull fellowship : 
and you shall not privately bargein, buy, sell, 
exchange, barter, or distribute any goods, wares, 
merchandize, or things whatsoever (necessary tackles 
and victuals for the shippe onely excepted) to or for 
your owne lucre, gain or profit, neither to nor for 
the private lucre, gaine, or profit of any other person 
or persons whatsoever. And further, if you shall 
know any boatswaine, mariner, or any other person 
or persons whatsoever to buy, sell, barter, trucke, 
or exchange any goods, wares, marchandizes, or 
things for private account, reckoning, or behalfe, 
you shall doe your best to withstand and let the 
same: and if you cannot commodiously so doe, 
that then before the discharge of such goods bought 
for privat account, you shal give knowledge therof 
to the cape marchant of this said fellowship for the 
time being. And you shal not receive nor take, nor 
suffer to be received or taken into your said ship 
during this voyage any maner person or persons 
whatsoever, going or returning, but onely those 
mariners which without fraud or guile shall be 
hired to be of your company, and to serve in 
mariners craft and science: So help you God, &c. 

Hakluyt Voyages II. (1903). 
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THE FIRST EXPEDITION. 


The three ships the Edward Bonaventure, 

the Bona Speranza. 
and the Confidentia. 
having been prepared with exceeding great care for 
the adventureous voyage about to be undertaken— 
having their “Keeles” partly covered with “ thinne 
sheetes of leade” and furnished with armour and 
artillerie, were victualled for a period of eighteen 
months, 

The reason for this eighteen months’ victualling 
is explained as follows :— 

“And whereas they afore determined to have 
the East part of the world sayled unto, and yet that 
the sea towards the same was not open, except they 
kept the Northren tract, whereas yet it was doubtfull 
whether there were any passage yea or no, they 
resolved to victuall the ships for eighteene moneths, 
which they did for this reason. For our men being 
to passe that huge and colde part of the world, they 
wisely foreseeing it, allowe them sixe moneths 
victuall to saile to the place, so much more to 
remaine there if the extremitie of the winter hin- 
dered their returne, and so much more also for the 
time of their comming home.” 


Hakluyt Voyages II. (1903). 
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The Captains and Pilois having been chosen, 
the three ships most carefully equipped, armed and 
victualled, departed from Radcliffe the 20th day 
of May, 1553. Their departure is hereinafter 
describedc— 

“They have saluted their acquaintance, one his 
wife, another his children, another his kinsfolkes, 
and another his friends deerer than his kinsfolkes, 
were present and ready at the day appoynted: and 
having wayed ancre, they departed with the turning 
of the water, and sailing easily, came first to Greene- 
wich. The greater shippes are towed downe with 
boates, and oares, and the mariners being all 
apparelled in wachet or skie coloured cloth, rowed 
amaine, and made way with diligence. And being 
come neere to Greenewich, (where the Court then lay) 
presently upon the newes thereof, the Courtiers 
came running out, and the common people flockt 
together, standing very thicke upon the shoare: the 
privie Counsel, they lookt out at the windowes of 
the Court, and the rest ranne up to the toppes of the 
towers: the shippes hereupon discharge their 
ordinance, and shoot off their pieces after the 
maner of warre, and of the sea, insomuch that the 
toppes of the hills sounded therewith, the valleys 
and the waters gave an Eccho, and the Mariners, 
they shouted in such sort, that the skie rang againe 
with the noyse thereof. One stoode in the poope 
of the ship, and by his gesture bids farewell to his 
friends in the best maner hee could. Another walkes 
upon the hatches, another climbes the shrowds, 


another stands upon the maine yard, and another in 
Hakluyt Voyages II. (1903). 
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the top of the shippe. To be short, it was a very 4:D- 1553. 
triumph (after a sort) in all respects to the beholders. 

But (alas) the good King Edward (in respect of 

whom principally all this was prepared) hee onely 

by reason of his sickenesse was absent from this 

shewe, and not long after the departure of these 

ships, the lamentable and most sorrowfull accident 

of his death followed.” 


The three ships having left the shores of Eng- 
land kept company until 3rd August, 1553, having 
reached 70 degrees of latitude. On this date the 
weather having become exceedingly tempestuous 
and there being grave doubts in the minds of the 
Commanders of the ships of their being able to 
keep company, it was determined that in case of 
a separation, and that if any great tempest should 
arise at any time and happen to disperse and scatter 
them, every shippe shall indevour his best to goe 
to Wardhouse a haven or Castell of some name in 
the kingdome of Norway, and that they that arrived 
there first in safetie should stay and expect the 
comming of the rest. 

What occurred after this is best described in 
the narratives relating to Sir Hugh Willoughby and 
Richard Chancelor. The narrative of the former is 
as follows :— 

“When wee would have entred into an har- 
bour, the land being very high on every side, there 
came such flawes of winde and terrible whirlewinds, 
that we were not able to beare in, but by violence 
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A.D. 1858. were constrained to take the sea agayne, our Pinnesse 
being unshipt: we sailed North and by East, the 
wind increasing so sore that we were not able to 
beare any saile, but tooke them in, and lay a drift, 
to the end to let the storme over passe. And that 
night by violence of winde and thickenesse of mists, 
we were not able to keepe together within sight, and 
then about midnight we lost our pinnesse, which 
was a discomfort unto us. As soone as it was day, 
and the fogge overpast, we looked about, and at the 
last we descried one of our shippes to Leeward of 
us : then we spred an hullocke of our forsaile, and 
bare roome with her, which was the Confidence but 
the Edward we could not see.” 

And of the latter as under :— 

“The very same day in the afternoone, about 
four of the clocke, so great a tempest suddenly 
arose, and the Seas were so outragious, that the 
ships could not keepe their intended course, but 
some were perforce driven one way, and some 
another way, to their great perill and hazard: The 
generall with his lowdest voyce cried out to Richard 
Chanceler, and earnestly requested him not to goe 
farre from him: but hee neither would nor could 
keepe companie with him, if he sailed still so fast: 
for the Admirall was of better saile then his shippe. 
But the said Admirall (1 knowe not by what meanes) 
bearing all his sailes, was carried away with so 
great force and swiftnesse, that not long after hee 
was quite out of sight, and the third ship also with 
the same storme and like rage was dispersed and 
lost us.” 
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From the date of this parting company, Sir A.D, 1583. 
Hugh Willoughby with his ship the Bona Speranza 
in company with the Confidence, pursued their 
voyages until the 18th day of September, 1553, when 
in the words of Sir Hugh Willoughby :— 

“We entred into the haven, and there came to 
an anker at 6 fadoms. This haven runneth into 
the maine, about two leagues, and is in bredth halfe 
a league, wherein were very many seale fishes, and 
other great fishes, and upon the maine we saw 
beares, great deere, foxes with divers strange beasts, 
as guloines, and such other which were to us 
unknowen, and also wonderfull. Thus remaining 
in this haven the space of a weeke, seeing the yeare 
farre spent, and also very evill wether, as frost, 
snow, and haile, as though it had, beene the deepe 
of winter, we thought best to winter there. Where- 
fore we sent out three men Southsouthwest, to 
search if they could find people, who went three 
dayes journey, but could find none: after that, we 
sent other three westward four daies journey, which 
also returned without finding any people. Then 
sent we thre men Southeast three dayes journey, 
who in like sorte returned without finding of people, 
or any similitude of habitation.” 

These two notes following were written upon 
the outside of this Pamphlet, or Booke. 

1. The proceedings of Sir Hugh Willoughbie 
after he was separated from the Edward Bonaventure. 

2. Our shippe being at an anker in the har- 
bour called Sterfier in the Island Lofoote. 

The river or haven wherein Sir Hugh Willoughbie 
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A.D. 1883. with the companie of his two ships perished for 
cold, is called Arzina in Lapland, neere unto Kegor. 
But it appeareth by a Will found in the ship that 
Sir Hugh Willoughbie and most of the company 
were alive in January 1554. 

The continuation of the narrative relating to 
Richard Chanceler : 

“Nowe Richard Chanceler with his shippe and 
company being thus left alone, and become very 
pensive, heavie, and sorrowfull, by this dispersion 
of the Fleete, hee (according to the order being 
taken), shapeth his course for Wardhouse, Vardo, 
in Norway, there to expect and abide the arrivall of 
the rest of the shippes. And being come thither, 
and having stayed there the space of 7 dayes, and 
looked in vaine for their comming hee determined at 
length to preceede alone in the purposed voyage.” 

Thus described. ‘“ When they sawe their desire 
and hope of the arrivall of the rest of the shippes 
to be every day more and more frustrated, they 
proceeded to sea againe, and Master Chanceler held 
on his course towards that unknowen part of the 
world, and sailed so farre, that hee came at last to 
the place where hee found no night at all, but a 
continuall light and brightnesse of the Sunne shining 
clearly upon the huge and mightie Sea. And 
having the benefite of this perpetuall light for 
certaine dayes, at the length it pleased God to bring 
them into a certaine great Bay (the Bay of St. 
Nicholas), which was of one hundreth miles or 
thereabout over. Whereinto they entred, and some- 
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about them, it happened that they espied a farre off A.D. 1558, 
a certaine fisher boate, which Master Chanceler 
accompanied with a fewe of his men, went towards 
to common with the fishermen that were in it, and 
to know of them what Countrey it was, and what 
people, and of what maner of living they were: but 
they being amazed with the strange greatnesse of his 
shippe (for in those partes before that time they had 
never seene the like) beganne presently to avoyde and 
to flee : but hee still following them at last overtooke 
them, and being come to them, they (being in great 
feare, as men halfe dead) prostrated themselves 
before him, offering to kisse his feete: but hee 
(according to his great and singular courtesie,) 
looked pleasantly upon them, comforting them by 
signes, and gestures, refusing those dueties and 
reverencies of theirs, and taking them up in all 
loving sort from the ground. And it is strange to 
consider howe much favour afterwards in that place, 
this humanitie of his did purchase to himselfe. For 
they being dismissed spread by and by a report 
abroad of the arrivall of a strange nation, of a 
singular gentlenesse and courtesie : whereupon the 
common people came together offering to these 
new-come ghests victuals freely, and not refusing to 
traffique with them, except they had bene bound 
by a certaine religious use and custome, not to buy 
any forreine commodities without the knowledge 
and consent of the king. 

By this time our men had learned that this 
Countrey was called Russia, or Moscovie, and that 
Ivan Vasiliwich (which was at that time their King’s 
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A.D. 1858. name) ruled and governed farre and wide in those 
places. And the barbarous Russes asked likewise 
of our men whence they were, and what they came 
for: whereunto answere was made, that they were 
Englishmen sent into those coastes, from the most 
excellent King Edward the sixt, having from him in 
commandement certaine things to deliver to their 
King, and seeking nothing els but his amitie and 
friendship, and traffique with his people, whereby 
they doubted not, but that great commoditie and 
profit would grow to the subjects of both kingdoms. 

The Barbarians heard these things very gladly, 
and promised their aide and furtherance to acquaint 
their king out of hand with so honest and a reason- 
able request.” 


Having brought the narrative down to this 
time when the Merchants Adventurers for the dis- 
coverie of Regions, Dominions, and places unknown 
had discovered Russia, it is only necessary to ex- 
plain briefly that Richard Chanceler being anxious 
to deliver his missive from King Edward VI. to the 
King or Emperor of the Country desired the 
Governor at the Bay of St. Nicholas to give him a 
safe conduct to the Emperor. 

The Governor being doubtful if this would be 
acceptable to the Emperor despatched a messenger 
to Moscow to notify the arrival of representatives of 
a strange nation and to enquire if the Emperor 
would receive them. The Emperor being desirous 
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of seeing these strangers sent by the messenger of A.D. 1853, 
the Governor at St. Nicholas Bay most courteous 
letters to Master Chanceler. 

After various vicissitudes these letters reached 
Chanceler (who had already commenced his journey 
to Moscow, tired of waiting for the return of the 
messenger to Moscow) and the manner of their 
receival is best told in the following extract :— 

“And so Master Chanceler beganne his journey, 
which was very long and most troublesome, wherein 
he had the use of certaine sleds, which in that 
Countrey are very common, for they are caried 
themselves upon sleds, and all their carriages are in 
the same sort, the people almost not knowing any 
other maner of carriage, the cause whereof is the 
exceeding hardnesse of the ground congealed in the 
winter time by the force of the colde, which in those 
places is very extreme and horrible, whereof here- 
after we will say something. 

But nowe they having passed the greater part 
of their journey, mette at last with the Sleddeman 
(of whom I spake before) sent to the king secretly 
from the Justices or governours, who by some ill 
happe had lost his way, and had gone to the Sea 
side, which is neere to the Countrey of the Tartars, 
thinking there to have found our ship. But having 
long erred and wandered out of his way, at the last 
in his direct returne, hee met (as hee was comming) 
our Captaine on the way. To whom hee byand by 
delivered the Emperours letters, which were written 
to him with all courtesie and in the most loving 
maner that could be; wherein expresse commande- 
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A.D, 1858. ment was given that post horses should bee gotten 
- for him and the rest of his company without any 
money. Which thing was of all the Russes in the 
rest of their journey so willingly done, that they 
began to quarrel, yea, and to fight also in striving 
and contending which of them should put their 
post horses to the sledde: so that after much adoe 
and great paines taken in this long and wearie 
journey, (for they had travailed very neere fifteene 
hundred miles) Master Chanceler came at last to 
Mosco the chiefe citie of the kingdome, and the 
seate of the king.” 

Richard Chanceler and his Companions having 
arrived in Moscow and after having remained about 
twelve days in the City are summoned to the Palace 
and deliver to the Emperor their letter from King 
Edward the VI. 

They are entertained by the Emperor, and after 
certain days dismissed and entrusted with the fol- 
lowing letter to King Edward VI. :— 

“The copie of the Duke of Moscovie and Em- 
perour of Russia his letters, sent to King Edward 
the sixt, by the hands of Richard Chancelour.” 

The almighty power of God, and the incom- 
prehensible holy Trinitie rightfull Christian beliefe, 
&c. We great Duke Ivan Vasilivich, by the grace 
of God, great lord and Emperor of all Russia, great 
Duke of Volodemer, Mosco, and Novograd, King 
of Kazan, King of Astracan, lord of Plesko, and 
great Duke of Smolensko, of Twerria, Joughoria, 
Permia, Vadska, Bulghoria, and others, lord and 
great Duke of Novograd in the Low Countrey, of 
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Chernigo, Rezan, Polotskoy, Rostove, Yaruslavely, A.D. 1553. 
Bealozera, Liefland, Oudoria, Obdoria, and Condensa, 
Commander of all Siberia, and of the north parts, 
and lord of many other countries, greeting. Before 
all, right great and worthy of honour Edward King 
of England &c, according to our most hearty and 
good zeale, with good intent and friendly desire, & 
according to our holy Christian faith, & great 
governance, & being in the light of great under- 
standing, our answere by this our honourable writing 
unto your kingly governance, at the request of your 
faithfull servant Richard Chancelour, with his 
Company, as they shall let you wisely know is this. 
In the strength of the twentieth yeere of our 
governance, be it knowen, that at our sea coastes 
arrived a shippe with one Richard, and his com- 
panie, and sayd, that hee was desirous to come into 
our dominions, and according to his request, hath 
seene our Majestie, and our eyes : and hath declared 
unto us your Majesties desire, as that we should 
grant unto your subjects, to goe and come, and in 
our dominions, and among our subjects, to frequent 
free Marts, with all sortes of marchandizes, and upon 
the same to have wares for their returne. And they 
have also delivered us your letters, which declare the 
same request. And hereupon we have given order, 
that wheresoever your faithful servant Hugh Wil- 
loughbie land or touch in our dominions, to be 
wel entertained, who as yet is not arrived, as your 
servant Richard can declare. And we with Christian 
beliefe and faithfulnes, and according to your 
honourable request, and my honourable commande- 
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ment will not leave it undone: and are furthermore 
willing that you send us unto your ships and 
vessels, when and as often as they may have passage, 
with good assurance on our part to see them 
harmelesse. And if you send one of your majesties 
counsel to treate with us whereby your countrey 
marchants may with all kinds of wares, and where 
they will make their market in our dominions, they 
shall have their free Marte with all free liberties 
through my whole dominions with all kinde of 
wares to come and goe at their pleasure without any 
let, damage or impediment, according to this our 
letter, our word and our seale which we have 
commaunded to be under sealed. Written in our 
dominion, in our citie and our palace in the castle 
of Mosco, in the yeare 7060, the second moneth of 
February. 

This letter was written in the Moscovian tongue, 
in letters much like to the Greeke letters, very 
faire written in paper, with a broad seale hanging at 
the same, sealed in paper upon waxe. This seale was 
much like ye broad seale of England, having on the 
one side the image of a man on horseback in com- 
plete harnesse fighting with a dragon. Under this 
letter was another paper written in the Dutch tongue, 
which was the interpretation of the other written in 
the Moscovian letters. These letters were sent the 
next yeere after the date of King Edwards letters, 
1554. 
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Richard Chancelor having accomplished the A.D. 1584. 
object of his first voyage returns home, bringing 
with him a full account of his travels, which, 
together with the Emperor’s letter to King Edward 
the Sixth, is presented to Queen Marie with the 
following conclusion. 

The conclusion to Queen Marie :— 

“These are the things most excellent Queene, 
which your Subjects newly returned from Russia 
having brought home concerning the state of that 
_ countrey : wherfore if your majestie shall be favour- 
able, and grant a continuance of the travell, there 
is no doubt but that the honour and renowme of 
your name will be spred amongst those nations, 
whereunto three onely noble personages from the 
verie creation have had accesse, to whom no man 
hath bene comparable.” 

As a result of this voyage and discoverie of 
Russia by Richard Chancelor, the following Charter 
was granted and signed 6 February, 1555. 

This document must be of great interest to 
the Russia Company, not only on account of its 
creating a trading corporation but also a “fellowship 
or communaltie” with a Governor, Consuls and 
Assistants, as at the present day. It was also endued 
with perpetual succession and a Common Seal. 

‘‘The Charter of the Marchants of Russia, 
graunted upon the discoverie of the saide Coun- 
trey, by King Philipe and Queene Marie.” 

“Philip and Marie, by the grace of God, King 
and Queene, &c. To all manner of officers, true 
Jurie men, ministers and subjects, and to all other 
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A.D. 1555 people as well within this our Realme or elsewhere 
under our obeysance, jurisdiction, and rule, or 
otherwise unto whome these our letters shall bee 
shewed, seene, or read, greeting. 

Whereas wee be credibly informed, that our 
right trustie, right faithfull, and welbeloved Coun- 
sailors, William Marques of Winchester Lord high 
Treasurer of this our Realme of England, Henrie 
Earle of Arundel, Lord Steward of our housholde, 
John Earle of Bedford Lord keeper of our privie 
seale, William Earle of Pembroke, William Lorde 
Howard of Effingham Lorde high Admirall of our 
saide Realme of England, &c. Have at their owne 
adventure, costs and charges, provided, rigged, and 
tackled certaine ships pinnesses, and other meet 
vessels, and the same furnished with all things 
necessary. have advanced and set forward, for to 
discover, descrie, and finde Iles, landes, territories, 
Dominions, and Seigniories unknowen, and by our 
subjects before this not commonly by sea frequented, 
which by the sufferance and grace of Almightie 
God, it shall chaunce them sailing Northwards, 
Northeastwards, and Northwestwards, or any partes 
thereof, in that race or course which other Christian 
Monarches (being with us in league and amitie) 
have not heeretofore by Seas traffiqued, haunted, or 
frequented, to finde and attaine by their said adven- 
ture, as well for the glorie of God, as for the 
illustrating of our honour and dignitie royall, in the 
increase of the revenues of our Crowne, and 
generall wealth of this and other our Realmes and 
Dominions, and of our subjects of the same: And 
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to this intent our subjects above specified and A.D. 1558. 
named, have most humbly beseeched us, that our 
abundant grace, favour and clemencie may be 
gratiously extended unto them in this behalfe : 
Whereupon wee inclined to the petition of the fore- 
saide our Counsailours, subjects and marchants, and 
willing to animate, advance, further and nourish 
them in their said godlie, honest, and good purpose, 
and, as we hope, profitable adventure, and that they 
may the more willingly, and readily atchieve the 
same. Of our especiall grace, certaine knowledge 
and meere motion, have graunted, and by these 
presents doe graunt, for us, our heires and succes- 
sours, unto our said right trustie, and right faithfull, 
and right welbeloved Counsailours, and the other 
before named persons, that they by the name of 
marchants adventurers of England, for the discovery 
of lands, territories, Iles, Dominions, and Seigniories 
unknowen, and not before that late adventure or 
enterprise by sea or Navigation, commonly fre- 
quented as aforesaid, shalbe from henceforth one 
bodie and perpetuall fellowship and communaltie of 
themselves, both in deede and in name, and them, 
by the names of Marchants adventurers for the 
discoverie of lands, territories, Isles & seigniories 
unknowen, and not by the seas, and Navigations, 
before their saide late adventurer or enterprise by 
sea or Navigation commonly frequented, We doe 
incorporate, name, and declare by these presents, 
and that the same fellowship or communalty from 
henceforth shalbe, and may have one Governour, of 
the saide fellowship, and communaltie of Marchants 
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And in consideration that one Sebastian Cabota 
hath bin the chiefest setter forth of this journey or 
voyage, therefore we make, ordeine and constitute 
him the said Sebastian to be the first and present 
governour of the same fellowship and communaltie 
by these presents. To have an enjoy the said office of 
Governour, to him the said Sebastian Cabota during 
his naturall life, without moving or dismissing from 
the same roome. 

And furthermore, we graunt unto the same 
fellowship and communaltie and their successors, 
that they the saide fellowship and communaltie, and 
their successors after the decease of the saide 
Sebastian Cabota, shall, and may freely and lawfully 
in places convenient and honest, assemble them- 
selves together, or so many of them as will or can 
assemble. together, as well within our citie of 
London, or elsewhere as it shall please them, in such 
sort and maner, as other worshipfull corporations 
of our saide citie have used to assemble, and there 
yeerely name elect and choose one Governouror two, 
of themselves, and their liberties, and also as well 
yeerely during the natural life of the said Sebastian 
Cabota now Governour, as also at the election of 
such saide Governour or governours before his 
decease, to choose, name and appoint eight and 
twenty of the most sad, discreete, and honest 
persons of the saide fellowship, and communaltie of 
Marchant adventurers, as is above specified and 4. of 
the most expert and skilfull persons of the same 
28. to be named and called Consuls, and 24 of the 
residue to be named and ealled assistants to the 
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saide Governour or governours, and Consuls for the A.D. 4555. 
time being, which shal remaine and stand in their 
authorities for one whole yeere then next following. 
And if it shall fortune the saide Governour, Consuls, 
and Assistants, or any of them so to be elected and 
chosen as is aforesaid, to die within the yeere after 
his or their election, that then and so often, it shall 
and may be lawfull to and for the said fellowship, 
and communalty, to elect and choose of themselves 
other Governour or governours, Consuls and assist- 
ants, in the place and steade of such as so shall 
happen to die, to serve out the same yeere. 

And further we do make, ordeine, and con- 
stitute George Barnes knight and Alderman of our 
Citie of London, William Garret Alderman of our 
saide Citie, Anthonie Husie, and John Suthcot, to 
be the first and present 4 Consuls of the said felow- 
ship and communalty by these presents, to have and 
enjoy the said offices of Consuls to them the said 
George Barnes, William Garret, Anthony Husie, 
& John Suthcot, for terme of one whole yere next 
after ye date of these our letters patents: And we 
doe likewise make, ordeine, and constitute Sir John 
Gresham knight, Sir Andrew Judde knight, Sir 
Thomas White knight, Sir John Yorke knight, 
Thomas Offley the elder, Thomas Lodge, Henry 
Herdson, John Hopkins, William Watson, Will. 
Clifton, Richard Pointer, Richard Chamberlaine, 
William Mallorie, Thomas Pallie the elder, William 
Allen, Henry Becher, Geffrey Walkenden, Richard 
Fowles, Rowland Heyward, George Eaton, John 
Ellot, John Sparke, Blase Sanders, & Miles Mording, 


30 


A.D. 4855. to be the first and present 24 Assistants to the saide 
Governour or governours, and Consuls, and to the 
said fellowship and communaltie by these presents, 
to have and enjoy the said offices of assistants to 
them for terme of one whole yere, next after the 
date of these our letters patents. And further, we 
for us, our heires and successors, as much. as in us 
is, wil & graunt by these presents unto the saide 
Governour, Consuls, assistants, fellowship & company 
of Marchants adventurers aforesaid, & to their suc- 
cessors, that the said governour or governours, 
4 Consuls, and 24 assistants that now by these 
patents are nominated and appointed, or that here- 
after by the saide fellowship & communaltie of 
marchants adventurers, or the more part of them, 
which shalbe then present, so from time to time 
to be chosen, so that there be 15. at the least 
wholy agreed thereof, the said Governour or 
governors, or one of them, and 2. of the said 
Consuls shalbe there, and 12. of the residue of the 
said number of 15. shall be of the said assistants, 
and in the absence of such Governour, that then 3. 
of the said Consuls, and 12 of the saide assistants 
at the least for the time being shal & may have, use 
and exercise ful power and authority to rule and 
governe all and singuler the Marchants of the said 
fellowship and communaltie, and to execute and doe 
full and speedie justice to them, and every of them, 
in all their causes, differences, variances, contro- 
versies, quarrels, and complaints, within any our 
realmes, dominions & jurisdictions onely moved, 
and to be moved touching their marchandise, 
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traffikes, and occupiers aforesaid, or the good order A.D, 4585, 
or rule of them or any of them. 


Also wee for us, our heires and successours, so 
much as in us is, doe likewise by these presents graunt, 
that the said Governour, Consuls, assistants, fellow- 
ship and communaltie and their successors shall and 
may have perpetuall succession and a common 
Seale which shall perpetually serve for the affaires 
and businesse of the saide fellowship and com- 
munaltie. And that they and their successours, 
shall and may bee for ever able persons, and 
_capax in the lawe, for to purchase and possesse 
in fee and perpetuitie, and for terme of life or 
lives, or for terme of yeers or otherwise, lands, 
tenements, rents, reversions, and other possessions, 
and hereditaments whatsoever they bee, by the 
name of the Governour, Consuls, assistants, fellow- 
ship and communaltie of the Marchants ad- 
venturers by Seas and Navigations for the 
discoverie of landes, territories, Iles, Dominions, 
and Seigniories unknowen, and before the said last 
adventure or enterprise by seas not frequented, as 
before is specified, and by the same names shall 
and may lawfully alien, graunt, let and set the same, 
or any part thereof to any person or persons able in 
the lawe to take and receive the same. So that they 
doe not graunt nor alien the same, or any part 
thereof into mortmaine, without speciall licence of 
us, our heirs or successours, first had and obtained. 

Also wee for us, our heires and successours 
have graunted, and by these presents doe graunt 
unto the saide Governours, Consuls, assistants, 
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A.D. 1555. fellowship and communaltie of the saide Marchants 
and to their successours, that they and_ their 
successours shall and may lawfully purchase 
unto them and their successours for ever, landes, 
tenements and hereditaments whatsoever, of the 
cleare yeerely value of threescore sixe pounds, 
thirteene shillings and foure pence of lawful money 
of England and not above, as well of such lands, 
tenements and hereditaments, as bee holden or shall 
be holden of us, our heires or successours, as of any 
other person or persons, the statutes provided 
against alienations into mortmaine, or any of them, 
or any article or clause in them or any of them 
contained, or any other lawe, custome, statute or 
provision to the contrary in any wise notwithstand- 
ing. And that they by the name of the Governour, 
Consuls, assistants, fellowship and communaltie of 
Marchants adventurers, for the discoverie of lands 
territories, Isles, dominions and Seigniories un- 
knowen by the Seas and Navigations, and not before 
the said late adventure or enterprise by seas 
frequented as aforesaid, shall and may be able in 
the law to implead, and be impleaded, to answere, 
and to be answered, to defende, and to be defended 
before whatsoever Judge or Justice, temporall or 
spirituall, or other persons whatsoever, in whatsoever 
court, or courts, and in all actions personall, reall, 
and mixt, and in every of them, and in all plaints 
of novel disseison, and also in all plaints, suites, 
quarels, affaires, businesses and demaunds whatso- 
ever they bee, touching and concerning the saide 
fellowship and communaltie, and the affaires and 
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businesse of the same onely, in as ample manner A.D. 1585. 
and forme, as any other corporation of this our 
Realme may doe. 

Moreover, wee for us, our heires and 
successours, have given and graunted, and by these 
presents doe give and graunt unto the said Governour, 
Consuls, assistants, fellowshippe, and communaltie 
of Marchants, adventurers aforesaide, and to their 
successours, that the said Governour or Governours, 
Consuls and assistants, and their successors, in 
maner, forme, and number afore rehearsed, shall 
have full power and authoritie from time to time 
hereafter, to make, ordein, establish and erect all 
such statutes, actes and ordinaunces, for the govern- 
ment, good condition, and laudable rule of the said 
fellowshipandcommunaltie of Marchantsadventurers, 
aforesaid, as to them shall be thought good, meete 
convenient and necessarie, and also to admit unto 
the saide Corporation and fellowship to be free of 
the same, such and as many persons, as to them 
shal bee thought good, meete, convenient and 
necessarie.- And that every such person or persons, 
as shall fortune heereafter to bee admitted into the 
saide fellowshippe, communaltie and corporation, 
shal from the time of his or their admittance, be free 
of the same. And also wee will, and by these 
presents graunt for us, our heires and successours, 
unto the said Governours, Consuls, assistants, fellow- 
ship communaltie of Marchants adventurers afore- 
said, and to their successours, that the Governour, or 
governors, Consuls and assistants of the same, in 
maner, forme, and number afore rehearsed, and their 
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A.D. 1555. successours for the time being, shall, and may have 
full power and authoritie by these presents from time 
to time, as to them shal seeme good, to limite, set, 
ordeine and make, mulcts, and penalties by fines, 
forfeitures, and imprisonments, or any of them upon 
any offender of the saide fellowship and communaltie, 
for any offence touching the same fellowship and 
communaltie and also that all acts and ordinances by 
them or their successours to bee made, which time 
shall thinke not necessarie or prejudiciall to the saide 
fellowship or communaltie, at all times to revoke, 
breake, frustrate, annihilate, repeale and dissolve at 
their pleasure and liberty. And further, wee will, 
that if any of the saide fellowship and communaltie 
shall be found contrarious, rebellious, or disobedient 
to the saide Governour or governours, Consuls, and 
the saide assistants for the time being, or to any 
statutes, acts or ordinances by them made or to be 
made, that then.the said Governour or governours, 
Consuls, and the saide assistants, in maner, forme, 
and number above specified, for the time being, shall 
and may by vertue of these presents, mulct, and 
punish every such offender or offenders, as the 
quality of the offence requireth, according to their 
good discretions. 

And further, we will that none of the saide 
offender or offenders shall decline from the power 
of the saide governour, or governours, Consuls and 
assistants, in maner, forme, and number abovesaide 
for the time being : so alwayes, that the saide actes, 
statutes and ordinances, doe onely touch and 
concerne the saide Governour or governours, 
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Consuls, assistants, and the saide fellowship and A.D. 1585. 
communaltie of our before named Marchants 
adventurers, or the men of the same fellowship and 
communaltie, and none other: And so alwayes, that 
such their acts, statutes and ordinances bee not 
against our prerogative, lawes, statutes, and customes 
of our realmes and Dominions, nor contrary to the 
severall duetie of any our subjects towards us, our 
heires and successors, nor contrarie to any compacts, 
treaties or leagues, by us or any our progenitours 
heretofore had or made, or hereafter by us, our 
heirs and successours to bee made, to or with any 
forreine Prince or potentate, nor also to the 
prejudice of the corporation of the Maior, com- 
munalties and Citizens of our Citie of London, nor 
to the prejudice of any person or persons, bodie 
politique, or corporate, or incorporate, justly pre- 
tending, clayming, or having any liberties, franchises, 
priviledges, rightes or preheminences, by vertue or 
pretext of anie graunt, gift, or Letters patents, by us, 
or anie our Progenitours, heeretofore given, graunted 
or made. 

Moreover, we for us, our heires, and success- 
ours, will, and by these presents, doe graunt unto 
the said Governors, Consuls, assistants, fellowship 
and communaltie of our Marchants aforesaid, that 
their said Governour or governours, Consuls and 
assistants, and their successors for the time being, 
in maner, forme and number above rehearsed, shal 
have full power and authority to assigne, constitute 
and ordaine one officer, or divers officers as well 
within our aforesaide Citie of London, as also in 
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A.D. 4555. any other place or places of this our Realme of 
England, or else where within our Dominions, 
which officer or officers, wee will to be named and 
called by the name of Sergeant or Sergeants to the 
fellowship or communalty of the said marchants, 
and that the said sergeant or sergeants, shall and 
may have full power and authoritie by these presents, 
to take, levie and gather all maner fines, forfeitures, 
penalties and mulcts of every person and persons of 
the saide fellowship and communaltie convict, and 
that shalbe convicted, upon or for breaking of any 
statutes, acts, ordinances, to bee made by the saide 
Governour or governours, Consuls and assistants for 
the time being. 

And further, wee will and also graunt for us, 
our heires and successours, that the saide officer or 
officers shall have further power and authoritie for 
the default-of payment, or for disobedience in this 
behalfe (if neede be) to set hands and arrest aswell 
the bodie and bodies, as the goods and chattels of 
such offender and offenders, & transgressers, in 
every place and places not franchised. And if it 
shall fortune any such offender or offenders, their 
goods and chattels or any part thereof, to be in 
any citie, borough, towne incorporate, or other place 
franchised or priviledged, where the said officer or 
officers may not lawfully intromit or intermeddle, 
that then the Maior, shirifes, baylifes, and other head 
officers, or ministers, within every such citie, borough, 
towne incorporate or place or places franchised, upon 
a precept to them, or any of them, to be directed 
from the governour or governours, Consuls and 
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assistants of the said fellowship, in number and forme A.D. 1558. 
aforesaid, under the common seale of the sayd 
fellowship and communaltie for the time being shall 
and may attach & arrest the body or bodies of such 
offender or offenders, as also take, and seise the 
goods and chattels of all and every such offender or 
offenders, being within any such place or places 
franchised, and the same body and bodies, goods 
and chattels of all and every such offender and 
offenders, being within any such place or places 
franchised, and every part thereof so attached and 
seazed, shall according to the tenor and purport of 
the sayd precept, returne, and deliver unto the sayd 
officer or officers of the aforesaid fellowship, and 
communaltie. 

And further, we will and grant for us, our 
heires and successours, by these presents, that all, 
and every such Maior, shirife, baylife, or other head 
officers or ministers of any citie, borough, towne 
incorporate, or other places franchised, shall not be 
impeached, molested, vexed or sued in any our court 
or courts, for executing or putting in execution of 
any of the said precept or precepts. 

And furthermore, we of our ample and abundant 
grace, meere motion, and certaine knowledge, for 
us, our heires, and successors, as much as in us is, 
have given and granted, and by these presents doe 
give and grant unto the sayd governour, Consuls, 
assistants, fellowship and comminaltie of Mar- 
chants, adventurers, and to their successors, and to 
the Factor and Factors, assigne and assignes of 
every of them, ful and free authoritie, libertie, 
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A.D. 1855. facultie and licence, and power to saile to all portes, 
regions, dominions, territories, landes, Isles, Islands, 
and coastes of the sea, wheresoever before their late 
adventure or enterprise unknowen, or by our Mar- 
chants and subjects by the seas not heretofore 
commonly frequented, under our banner, standerd, 
flags and ensignes, with their shippe, ships, barke, 
pinnesses, and all other vessels of whatsoever por- 
tage, bulke, quantitie or qualitie they may be, and 
with any Mariners, and men as they will leade with 
them in such shippe or shippes, or other vessels at 
their owne and proper costs and expences, for to 
traffique, descrie, discover and finde, whatsoever 
Isle, Islands, countreis, regions, provinces, creekes, 
armes of the sea, rivers and streames, as wel of 
Gentiles, as of any other Emperor, king, prince, 
governor or Lord whatsoever he or they shalbe, 
and in whatsoever part of the world they be situated, 
being before the sayd late adventure or enterprise 
unknowen, and by our Marchants and subjects not 
commonly frequented : and to enter and land in the 
same, without any maner of denying, paine, penaltie 
or forfeiture to be had or taken by anie our lawes, 
customes or statutes to our use, or to the use of our 
heires or successors for the same. 

And we have also granted, and by these 
presents, for us, our heires and successors, doe 
graunt unto the sayd Governours, Consuls, assis- 
tants, fellowship and comminalty, and to their 
successours, and to their Factors, and assignes, and 
to every of them, licence for to reare, plant, erect, 
and fasten our banners, standard, flags, and En- 
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signies in whatsoever citie, towne, village, castle A.D. 1555. 
Isle, or maine lande, which shall be by them newly 
found, without any the penalties, forfeitures, or 
dangers aforesayde, and that the sayde fellowship 
and comminalty, and their successors, Factors 
and assignes and every of them shall and may 
subdue, possesse, and occupie, all maner cities, 
townes, Isles, and maine lands of infidelitie, which 
is or shall be by them, or any of them newly founde 
or descried, as our vassals and subjects, and for to 
acquire and get the Dominion, title and jurisdiction 
of the same Cities, Townes, Castles, Villages, Isles, 
and maine landes, which shall bee by them, or any 
of them newly discovered or found unto us, our 
heires and successours for ever. 

And furthermore, whereas by the voyage of 
our subjects in this last yeere attempted by Naviga- 
tion, towards the discoverie and disclosure of 
unknowen places, Realmes, Islandes, and Dominions 
by the seas not frequented, it hath pleased Almighty 
God to cause one of the three shippes by them set 
foorth for the voyage, and purpose above mentioned, 
named the Edward Bonaventure, to arrive, abide, 
and winter within the Empire and dominions of the 
high and mightie Prince our cousin and brother, 
Lord John Basilivich Emperour of all Russia, 
Volodomer, great duke of Muscovie, &c. Who 
of his clemencie, for our love and zeale, did not 
onely admitte the Captaine, and marchants our 
subjects into his protection, and Princely presence, 
but also received and intertained them very 
graciously and honourably, granting unto them by 
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A.D. 1555. his letters addressed unto us, franke accesse into all 
his Seigniories and dominions, with licence freely 
to traffique in and out with all his subjects in all 
kinde of Marchandise, with divers other gracious 
priviledges, liberties and immunities specified in his 
sayde letters under his Signet: Know yee therefore 
that wee of our further royall favour and munifi- 
cence, of our meere motion, certaine knowledge, and 
speciall grace, for us our heires and successours, 
have given and graunted, and by these presents doe 
give and grant unto the same Governours, Consuls, 
assistants, fellowship, and comunalty above named, 
and to their successours, as much as in us is, that 
all the mayne lands, Isles, portes, havens, creekes, 
and rivers of the said mighty Emperour of all 
Russia, and great duke of Mosco, &c. And all 
and singuler other lands, dominions, territories, 
Isles, Portes, havens, creekes, rivers, armes of the 
sea, of al and every other Emperor, king, prince, 
ruler and governor, whatsoever he or they before 
the said late adventure or enterprise not knowen, or 
by our foresayd marchants and subjects by the seas, 
not commonly frequented, nor by any part nor 
parcell thereof lying Northwards, Northeastwards, 
or Northwestwards, as is aforesayd, by sea shall not 
be visited, frequented nor hanted by any our sub- 
jects, other then of the sayd company and felowship, 
and their successours without expresse licence, 
agreement and consent of the Governour, Consuls, 
and Assistants of the said felowship and communaltie 
above named, or the more part of them, in manner 
and number aforesayd, for the time being, upon 
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paine of forfeiture and losse, as well of the shippe A.D. 1555, 
and shippes, with the appurtenances, as also of all 
the goods, marchandises, and things whatsoever 
they be, of those our subjects, not being of the sayd 
felowship and communalty, which shall attempt or 
presume to saile to any of those places, which bee 
or hereafter shall happen to bee found, and traffiked 
unto : the one halfe of the same forfeiture to be to the 
use of us, our heires and successors, and the other 
halfe to be to the use of the sayd fellowship and com- 
munaltie. And if it shall fortune anie stranger or 
strangers, for to attempt to hurt, hinder, or en- 
damage the same marchants, their factors, deputies 
or assignes, or any of them in sailing, going or 
returning at any time in the sayd adventure, or for 
to saile or trade to or from any those places, landes 
or coastes, which by the sayd marchants, their 
factors, deputies and assignes have bene, or shall 
bee descried, discovered and found, or frequented, 
aswell with the coastes and limites of gentility, as 
within the dominions and seigniories of the sayd 
mighty Emperour and Duke, and of all and every 
other Emperour, King, Prince, Ruler and governour 
whatsoever he or they be, before the sayd late 
adventure or enterprise not knowen by any our 
said marchants and subjects, by the seas not 
commonly frequented, and lying Northwards, 
Northwestwards or Northeastwards as aforesaid, 
then wee will and grant, and by these presents doe 
licence, and authorise for us, our heires and suc- 
cessors, the said marchants, their factors, deputies, 
and assignes, and every of them to doe their best in 
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A.D. 1555. their defence, to resist the same their enterprises 
and attempts. Willing therefore, and straightly 
commanding and charging al and singuler our 
Officers, Maiors, Sherifes, Escheators, Constables, 
Bailifes, and all and singuler other our ministers and 
liege men, and subjects whatsoever, to bee aiding, 
favouring, helping & assisting unto the sayd govern- 
our or governours, Consuls, assistants, fellowship 
and communalty, and to their successeors and 
deputies, factors, servants, and assignes, and to the 
deputies, factors and assignes of every of them, in 
executing and enjoying the premisses, as well on 
land as in the sea, from time to time, and at all 
times when you or any of you shall be thereunto 
required. In witnesse whereof, &c. 

Apud Westmonasterium, 6 die Feb. 
Annis regnorum nostrorum, primo & secundo. 


A second expedition having been determined on 
to consist of two ships the “ Edward Bonaventure” 
and the “ Philip & Marie.” 

The following letter was written by King Philip 
and Queen Marie :— 

“‘The letter of King Philip and Queene Marie 
to Ivan Vasilivich the Emperour of Russia written 
the first of April 1555 and in the second voyage. 

Philip and Marie by the grace of God, King 
and Queene of England, France, Naples, Jerusalem, 
and Ireland, defenders of the faith, Princes of 
Spaine and Sicilie, Archdukes of Austrich, Dukes 
of Burgundie, Millaine, and Brabant, Counties of 
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Haspurge, Flanders and Tiroll : To the right High, A.D. 1555. 
right Mightie, and right excellent Prince, garnished 
with all gifts of mature, by Gods grace John 
Vasilivich Emperour of all Russia, great Duke of 
Volodemer, Mosco, and Novogrod, King of Cazan, 
King of Astracan, Lord of Plesco, and great Duke 
of Smolensko, of Tueria, Joughoria, Permia, Vadska, 
Bulghoria, and others, Lorde and great Duke of 
Novogrod of the lowe Countrey, of Chernigo, Rezan, 
Polotskay, Rostove, Yeraslave, Bealozera, Liefland, 
Oudoria, Obdoria, and Condensa, Commander of all 
Siberia, and of the North partes, and Lord of many 
other countreys, greeting. Whereas by the consent 
and licence of our most deare and entirely beloved 
late brother, King Edward the sixt, whose soule God 
pardon, sundrie of our subjects marchants of the 
citie of London within this our realme of England 
did at their owne proper costs and adventure furnish 
three shippes to discover, serch, and find lands, 
Islands, regions, and territories before this adventure 
not knowen, or commonly haunted and frequented 
by seas. The one of the which three shippes, named 
the Edward Bonaventure, (whereof our right wel- 
beloved Richard Chancelour was then Governour and 
great Captaine) chanced by the grace of God, and 
the good conduct of the sayd Chancelour to arrive 
and winter in the North part of your Empire of 
Russia. Forasmuch as we be credibly informed by 
the report of our trustie and welbeloved subject, that 
your Majestie did not onely call him and certaine of 
his company to your emperiall presence and speech, 
entertayned, and banqueted them with all humanitie 
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A.D. 1855. and gentlenes: but also being thereunto requested 
partly by the letters of our said brother, & partly by 
request of the sayd Richard Chancelour, have by 
your letters patents under your seale among other 
things granted: That all such marchants as shall 
come forth of anie of our realms of England or 
Ireland with al maner of wares, if they wil travel or 
occupie within your dominions, The same marchants 
with their marchandises in al your lordship may 
freely, & at their libertie travaile out and in with- 
out hinderance or any maner of losse : And of your 
father ample goodnesse have promised that our 
ambassadours, if wee send any, shall with free good 
will passe to and from you without any hinderance 
or losse, with such message as shall come unto you, 
and to returne the same to our kingdomes well 
answered, as by the same your letters, written in 
your lordly Palace and Castle of Mosco, in the 
yeere 7063 the moneth of Februarie more at large 
appeareth. Like as wee cannot but much commend 
your princely favour and goodnesse, and in like 
manner thanke you for the aboundant grace, 
extended to the sayd Richard Chancelour, and 
others our subjects marchants : Even so these are 
to pray and request you to continue the same 
benevolence toward them, and other our marchants 
and subjects, which doe or heereafter shall resorte 
to your countrey : And for the more assurance and 
incouragement to trade and exercise the feate of 
marchandise with your subjects and all other 
marchants within your dominions, that it may 
please you at this our contemplation to assigne and 
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authorise such Commissaries as you shall thinke A.D. 1555. 
meete to trade and conferre with our welbeloved 
subjects and marchants, the sayd Richard Chancelour, 
George Killingworth, and Richard Graie, bearers of 
these our letters : who are by us authorised for that 
purpose: and to confirme and graunt such other 
liberties and priviledges unto the Governour, Consuls, 
Assistants, and Communaltie of the fellowship of the 
saide Marchants, as the said bearers in their name 
propone and require by you to be granted for their 
safe conduct, good government, and order to bee 
erected and continued among them in your saide 
dominions: And this with such your clemencie and 
expedition, as wee, upon the next arrivall of the 
saide Richard Chancelour may bee enformed of 
your gracious disposition and answere. Which 
your benevolences so to bee extended, wee bee 
minded to requite towards any your subjects Mar- 
chants, that shal frequent this our realme at your 
contemplation therefore to be made. Thus right 
high, right Excellent, and right mightie, Almightie 
God the Father, the Sonne and the holy Ghost have 
you in his blessed keeping. 

Given under our seale at our Palace of West- 
minster, the first of April, in the yere from the 
blessed incarnation of our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
1555, and in the first and second yeeres of our 
reignes. 

A list of articles was drawn up for the guidance of 
all connected with this second expedition entitled :— 

“Articles conceived and determined for the 
“Commision of the Merchants of this Com- 
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“pany resiant in Russia, and at the Warhouse, 
“for the second voyage 1555 the first of May 
“as followeth” 

These articles containing full powers and in- 
structions to officials on Sea and land are most 
instructive and interesting but too lengthy to be 
printed in this book. 

This expedition having arrived in Russia and a 
deputation consisting of Richard Chancelor, Henry 
Lane, Edward Price, Robert Best, and George 
Killingworth travelled to Moscow and delivered 
the letter of King Philip & Queen Marie to the 
Emperor. A description of this embassage to the 
Emperor is given in a letter of M.George Killingworth 
the companie’s first Agent in Moscovie touching their 
interteinement in their second voyage Anno 1555. 
the 27th of November in Moscow as under :— 

Right worshipfull, my duetie considered, &c. 
It may please your worship to understand, that at the 
making hereof we all be in good health, thanks be 
to God, save onely William our cooke as we came 
from Colmogro fell into the river out of the boate, 
and was drowned. And the 11. day of September 
wee came to Vologda, and there we laide all our 
wares up, and sold very little: but one marchant 
would have given us 12. robles for a broad cloth, 
& he said he would have had them all, and 4. altines 
for a pound of sugar, but we did refuse it because he 
was the first, and the marchants were not come 
thither, nor would not come before Winter, trusting 
to have more: but I feare it will not be much 
better. Yet notwithstanding we did for the best. 
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And the house that our wares lie in costs from that A.D, 1555, 
day until Easter ten robles. And the 28. day of 
September we did determine with our selves that it 
was good for M. Gray, Arthur Edwards, Thomas 
Hautory, Christopher Hudson, John Segewicke, 
Richard Johnson, and Richard Judde, to tarie at 
Vologda, and M. Chancelor, Henry Lane, Edward 
Prise, Robert Best and I should goe to Mosco. 
And we did lade the Emperour’s suger, with part of 
all sort of wares to have had to the Mosco with us, 
but the way was so deepe, that we were faine to 
turne back, and leave it stil at Vologda till the frost. 
And we went forth with poste horse, & the charge 
of every horse being still ten in number, comes to 
10s 7d. halfe penie, besides the guides. And wee 
came to the Mosco the 4 day of October, and were 
lodged that night in a simple house: but the next 
day we were sent for to the Emperour his secretarie, 
and he bade us welcome with a cheerefull counten- 
ance and cheerefull wordes, and wee shewed him 
that we had a letter from our Queenes grace to the 
Emperour his grace, and then he desired to see 
them all, and that they might remain with him, to 
have them perfect, that the true meaning might be 
declared to the Emperour, and so we did: and then 
we were appointed to a better house: and the 
seventh day the Secretary sent for us againe, & then 
he shewed us that we should have a better house for 
it was the Emperour his will, that we should have 
all things that we did lacke, and did send us meade 
of two sorts, and two hens, our house free, and 
every two dayes to receive eight hens, seven altines, 
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A.D. 1555. and two pence in money, and meade a certaine, and a 
poore fellow to make cleane our house, & to doe that 
whereunto we would set him. And we had given 
many rewards before, which you shal perceive by 
other, and so we gave the messengers a reward with 
thanks : and the ninth day we were sent to make us 
readie to speak with the Emperour on the morow. 
And the letters were sent us, that wee might deliver 
them our selves, & wee came before him the tenth 
day : and before we came to his presence we went 
thorow a great chamber, where stood many small 
tunnes, pailes, bowles, and pots of silver, I meane, 
like washing. bowles, all parsel gilt: and within that 
another chamber, wherein sat (I thinke) neere a 
hundred in cloth of gold, and then into the chamber 
where his grace sate, & there I thinke were more then 
in the other chamber also in cloth of gold, and we 
did our duety, & shewed his grace our Queenes graces 
letters, with a note of your present which was left 
in Vologda: and then his grace did aske how our 
Queenes grace did, calling her cousin, saying that 
hee was glad that wee were come in health into his 
Realme, and we went one by one unto him, and 
tooke him by the hand, and then his grace did bid 
us goe in health, and come to dinner againe, and 
we dined in his presence, and were set with our 
faces towards his grace, & none in the chamber sate 
with their backes towards him, being I thinke neere 
a hundred at dinner then, and all served with golde, 
as platters, chargers, pottes, cuppes, and all not 
slender but very massy, and yet a great number of 
platters of golde, standing still on the cupboord, not 
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moved: and divers times in the dinner time his A.D. 1555, 
grace sent us meat and drinke from his owne table, 
and when we had dined we went up to his grace, 
and received a cuppe with drinke at his owne hand, 
and the same night his grace sent certaine gentlemen 
to us with divers sortes of wine and mede, to whome 
wee gave a rewarde. And afterwarde we were by 
divers Italians counselled to take heed whom we 
did trust to make the copie of the priviledges that 
we would desire to have, for feare it should not be 
written in the Russie tongue, as we did meane. So 
first a Russian did write for us a breviat to the 
Emperor, the tenour whereof was, that we did 
desire a stronger privilege & when the Secretary 
saw it, he did deliver it to his grace, and when we 
came againe, his grace willed us to write our minds, 
and hee would see it, and so wedid. And his grace 
is so troubled with preparations to warres that as 
yet wee have no answere : but we have byn required 
of his Secretary and of the under Chancelor, to know 
what wares we had brought into the Realme, and 
what wares we doe intend to have, that are, or may 
bee had in this Realme ; and we shewed them, and 
they shewed the Emperor thereof. And then they 
said his graces pleasure was, that his best marchants 
of the Mosco should be spoken to, to meet and 
talk with us. And so a day was appointed, and wee 
mette in the Secretarie his office, and there was the 
under Chancelor, who was not past two yeeres since 
the Emperors marchant, and not his Chancelour : 
and then the conclusion of our talke was, that the 
Chancelour willed us to bethinke us, where we 
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A.D. 1555 would desire to have a house or houses, that wee 
might come to them as to our owne house, and for 
marchandize to be made preparation for us, and 
they would know our prises of our wares and frise : 
and we answered, that for our prices they must see 
the wares before we coulde make any price thereof, 
for the like in goodnesse hath not bene brought into 
the Realme, and we did looke for an example of all 
sorts of our wares to come from Vologda, with the 
first sledway, and then they should see them, and 
then we would shew them the prices of them: and 
likewise we could not tell them what we would give 
them justly, till we did knowe as well their just 
weights as their measures: for in all places where 
we did come, al weights and measures did vary. 
Then the Secretary (who had made promise unto 
us before) saide, that we should have all the just 
measures under seale, & he that was found faulty in 
the contrary, to buy or sel with any other measure 
then that, the law was, that he should be punished : 
he said moreover, that if it so happen that any of 
our marchants do promise by covenant at any time 
to deliver you any certain sum of wares in sucha 
place, and of such like goodnesse, at such a day, for 
such a certaine price, that then because of variance, 
we should cause it to be written, according as the 
bargain is, before a justice or the next ruler to the 
place : if he did not keepe covenant & promise in 
all points, according to his covenant, that then looke 
what losse or hinderance we could justly prove that 
we have therby, he should make it good if he be worth 
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to that we did agree, save onely if it were to come A.D, 4558, 
over the sea, then if any such fortune should bee (as 
God forbid) that the ship should mischance or be 
robbed, & the proffe to be made that such kind of 
wares were laden, the English marchants to beare 
no losse to the other marchant. Then ye Chancelor 
said, me thinks you shall do best to have your house 
at Colmogro, which is butt 100 miles from the 
right discharge of the ships, and yet I trust the ships 
shal come neerer hereafter, because the ships may 
not tary long for their lading, which is 1000. miles 
from Vologda by water, and all our marchants shall 
bring all our marchandize to Colmogro to you, and 
so shall our marchants neither go empty nor come 
empty : for if they lacke lading homeward, there is 
salt, which is good ware here, that they may come 
loden againe. So we were very glad to hear that, 
and did agree to his saying: for we shal neverthre- 
lesse, if we lust, have a house at Vologda, & at the 
Mosco, yea, & at Novogrode, or where we wil in 
Rusland: But the three & twentieth of this present 
we were with the secretary, and then among other 
talke, we moved that if we should tary at Colmogro 
with our wares, and should not come to Vologda, 
or further to seeke our market, but tary stil at 
Colmogro, and then the marchants of the Mosco 
and others should not come and bring their wares, 
and so the ships should come, and not have their 
lading ready, that then it were a great losse and 
hinderance for us: then saide hee againe to us, 
that the marchants had beene againe together with 
him, and had put the like doubt, that if they should 
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A.D, 4585. come and bring their wares at Colmogro, and that 
they should not find wares there sufficient to serve 
them, that then they should be at great loss and 
hinderance, they leaving their other trades to fal to 
that: and to that we did answere, that after the 
time that we do appoint with them to bring their 
wares to Colmogro, God willing, they should never 
come thither, but at the beginning of the yere, they 
should find that our marchants would have at the 
least for a thousand robles, although the ships were 
not come: so that he saide, that then wee must 
talke further with the marchants : so that as yet I 
know not, but that we shall have neede of one house 
at Colmogro, and another at Vologda, and if that 
they bring not their wares to Colmogro, then wee 
shalbe sure to buy some at Vologda, and to be out 
of bondage. 

And thus we may continue for three or foure 
yeeres, and in this space we shall know the countrey 
and the marchants, and which way to save our 
selves best, and where to plant our houses, and 
where to seeke for wares : for the Mosco is not the 
best for any kind of wares for us to buy, save onely 
waxe, which we cannot have under seven pence the 
Russe pound, and it lackes two ounces of our pound, 
neither will it be much better cheape, for I have 
bidden 6. pence fora pound. And I have bought 
more, five hundred weight of yarne, which stands mee 
in eight pence farthing the Russe pound one with 
another. And if wee had received any store of 
money, and were dispatched heere of that we tary 
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what I meane) then as soone as we have made sale, A.D. 1585 
I doe intend to goe to Novogrode, and to Plesco, 
whence all the great number of the best tow flaxe 
commeth, and such wares as are there I trust to buy 
part. And feare you not but we will do that may 
be done, if God send us health, desiring you to pre- 
pare fully for one ship to be ready in the beginning 
of April to depart off the coast of England. 

Concerning all those things which we have 
done in the wares, you shal receive a perfect note by 
the next bearer (God willing) for he that carieth 
these from us is a marchant of Terwill and he was 
caused to cary these by the commandement of the 
Emperour his secretarie, whose name is_ Ival 
Mecallawich Weskawate, whom we take to be our 
very friend. And if it please you to send any letters 
to Dantiske to Robert Elson, or to William Watsons 
servant Dunstan Walton to be conveyed to us, it 
may please you to inclose ours in a letter sent from 
you to him, written in Polish, Dutch, Latine or 
Italian : so inclosed, comming to the Mosco to his 
hands, he wil convey our letters to us wheresoever 
we be. And I have written to Dantiske already to 
them for the conveyance of letters from thence. 

And to certifie you of the weather here, men 
say that these hundred yeres was never so warme 
weather in this countrey at this time of the yeere. 
But as yesternight wee received a letter from 
Christopher Hudson from a citie called Yeraslave, 
who is comming hither with certaine of our wares, 
but the winter did deceive him, so that he was faine 
to tary by the way: and he wrote that the Em- 
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A.D. 1855, perours present was delivered to a gentleman at 
Vologda, and the sled did overthrow, and the butte 
of Hollocke was lost, which made us all very sory. 

I pray you be not offended with these my rude 
letters for lacke of time: but assoone as sales be 
made, I will finde the meanes to convey you a letter 
with speed : for the way is made so doubtful, that 
the right messenger is so much in doubt, that 
he would not have any letters of any effect sent 
by any man, if he might, for he knowes not of 
these : and to say the truth, the way is not for him 
to travell in. But I will make another shift beside, 
which I trust shall serve the turne till he come, if 
sales be made before he be readie, which is and 
shall be as pleaseth God : who every preserve your 
worship, and-send us good sales. 

Written in haste. 

By yours to command, 
George Killingworth, 
Draper. 


The result of this ambassage to the Emperor is 
hereunder given :— 

“A copie of the first privileges graunted by the 
Emperour of Russia to the English Marchants in 
the.yeere 15552” 

“John Vasilivich, by the grace of God Emperor 
of Russia, great Duke of Novogrode, Moscovia, &c. 
To all people that shal see, reade, heare, or under- 
stand these presents, greeting. Forasmuch as God 


hath planted al realmes and dominions in the whole 
Hakluyt Voyages II. (1903). 


55 


world with sundry commodities, so as the one hath A.D. 1555. 
neede of the amity and commodities of the other, 
and by means therof traffike is used from one to 
another, and amity therby increased : and for that 
as amongst men nothing is more to be desired than 
amity, without the which no creature being of 
a naturall good disposition can live in quietnes, so 
that it is as troublesome to be utterly wanting, as it 
is perceived to be grievous to the body to lacke aire, 
fire, or any other necessaries most requisite for the 
conservation and maintenance thereof in health: 
considering also how needfull marchandize is, which 
furnisheth men of all that which is convenient for 
their living and nouriture, for their clothing, trim- 
ming, the satisfying of their delights, and all other 
things convenient and profitable for them, and that 
marchandize bringeth the same commodities from 
divers quarters in so great abundance, as by meanes 
thereof nothing is lacking in any part, and that all 
things be in every place (where entercourse of mar- 
chandizes is received and imbraced) generally in 
such sort, as amity thereby is entred into, and 
planted to continue, and the injoyers thereof be as 
men living in a golden world : Upon these respects 
and other weighty and good considerations, us 
hereunto moving, and chiefly upon the contempla- 
tion of the gratious letters, directed from the right 
high, right excellent, and right mighty Queene Mary, 
by the grace of God Queene of England, France, 
&c. in the favour of her subjects, merchants, the 
governour, consuls, assistants, and communaltie of 
merchants adventurers for discovery of lands, &c. 
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Know ye therefore, that we of our grace 
speciall, meere motion, and certaine knowledge, 
have given and graunted, and by these presents for 
us, our heires and successours, do give and grant as 
much as in us is and lieth, unto Sebastian Cabota 
Governour, Sir George Barnes, Knight, &c. Consuls : 
Sir John Gresham, &c. Assistants, and to the com- 
munaltie of the aforenamed fellowship, and to their 
successours for ever, and to the successours of everie 
of them, these articles, graunts, immunities, franchises, 
liberties, and privileges, and every of them hereafter 
following, expressed and declared. Videlicet : 

1, First, we for us, our heires and successors, 
do by these presents give and graunt free licence, 
facultie, authority and power unto the said Gover- 
nour, Consuls, Assistants, and communalty of the 
said fellowship, and to their successors for ever, that 
all and singular the marchants of the same company, 
their Agents, factours, doers of their business, 
atturneys, servants, and ministers, and every of them 
may at all times hereafter for ever more surely, freely 
and safely with their shippes, merchandizes, goods 
and things whatsoever saile, come and enter into all 
and singular our lands, countreis, dominions, cities, 
townes, villages, castles, portes, jurisdictions and 
destraicts by sea, land or fresh waters, and there 
tary, abide and sojourne, and buy, sell, barter 
and change all kind of merchandizes with al 
maner of marchants and people, of whatsoever 
nation, rite, condition, state or degrees they be, and 
with the same or other ships, wares, marchandizes, 


goods & things whatsoever they be, unto other 
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empires, kingdomes, dukedomes, parts, and to any A.D. 1555, 
other place or places at their pleasure and liberty by 
sea, land or fresh waters may depart, and exercise 
all kinde of merchandizes in our empire and 
dominions, and every part thereof freely and quietly 
without any restraint, impeachment, price, exaction, 
prest, straight custome, toll, imposition, or subsidie 
to be demanded, taxed or paid, or at any time here- 
after to be demanded, taxed, set, levied or inferred 
upon them, or any of them, or upon their goods, 
ships, wares, merchandizes, and things, of, for or 
upon any part or parcell thereof or upon the goods, 
ships, wares, merchandizes and things of any of them, 
so that they shall not need any other safe conduct or 
licence generall, ne speciall of us, our heires or 
successours, neither shall be bound to aske any safe 
conduct or licence in any of the aforesaid places 
subject unto us. 

2. Item, we give and graunt to the said 
marchants this power and liberty, that they, ne any 
of them, ne their goods, wares, marchandizes or 
things, ne any part thereof, shal be by any meanes 
within our dominions, landes, countreyes, castles, 
townes, villages, or other place or places of our 
jurisdiction, at any time heereafter attached, staied. 
arrested ne disturbed for anie debt, duetie, or other 
thing, for the which they be not principall debters 
or sureties, ne also, for any offence or trespasse com- 
mitted, or that shall be committed, but onely for 
such as they or any of them shall actually commit, 
and the same offences (if any such happen,) shall 
bee by us onely heard, and determined. 
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3. Item, we give and graunt, that the said 
Marchants, shal and may have free libertie, power 
and authortie to name, choose aud assigne brokers, 
shippers, packers, weighers, measurers, wagoners, 
and all other meet and necessary laborers for to 
serve them in their feat of marchandizes, and 
minister and give unto them and every of them a 
corporall othe, to serve them well and truely in their 
offices, and finding them or any of them doing 
contrary to his or their othe, may punish and 
dismisse them, and from time to time choose, sweare 
and admit other in their place or places, without 
contradiction, let, vexation or disturbance, either of 
us, our heirs or successors, or of any other our 
Justices, officers, ministers, or subjects whatsoever. 

4. Item, we give and graunt unto the saide 
Marchants and their successours, that such person as 
is, or Shalbe commended unto us, our heires or suc- 
cessors by the Governour, Consuls and assistants of 
the said fellowship resiant within the citie of London 
within the realme of England, to be their chiefe 
Factor within this our empire and dominions, may 
and shal have ful power and authoritie to governe 
and rule all Englishmen that have had, or shall have 
accesse, Or repaire in or to this said Empire and 
jurisdictions, or any part thereof, and shal and may 
minister unto them, and every of them good justice 
in all their causes, plaints, quarrels, and disorders 
betweene them moved, and to be moved, and 
assemble, deliberate, consult, conclude, define, 
determine and make such actes, and ordinances, 
as he so commended with his Assistants shall thinke 
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good and meete for the good order, government and A.D. 1555. 
tule of the said Marchants, and all other Englishmen 
repairing to this our saide empire and dominions, 

or any part thereof, and to set and levie upon all, 

and every Englishmen, offender or offenders, of such 

their acts and ordinances made, and to be made, 
penalties and mulcts by fine or imprisonment. 

5 Item, if it happen that any of the saide 
Marchants, or other Englishman as one or more doe 
rebell against such chiefe Factor or Factors, or his 
or their deputies, and will not dispose him or them- 
selves to obey them and every of them as shall 
appertaine, if the saide Rebels or disobedients doe 
come, and bee founde in our saide Empire and 
jurisdictions, or any part and place thereof, then wee 
promise and graunt, that all and every our officers, 
ministers, and subjects shall effectually ayde and 
assist the saide chiefe Factour or Factours, and their 
deputies, and for their power shall really woorke, to 
bring such rebell or disobedient rebels, or disobedi- 
ents to due obedience: And to that intent shall 
lende unto the same Factour or Factours, and their 
deputies upon request therefore to be made, prisons, 
and instruments for punishments from time to time. 

6 Item, we promise unto the saide Marchants, 
and their successours upon their request to exhibite 
and doe unto them good, exact and favourable 
justice, with expedition in all their causes, and that 
when they or any of them shall have accesse, or 
come to or before any of our Justices, for any their 
plaints mooved, and to bee mooved betweene any 
our subjects or other stranger, and them, or any of 
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A.D. 1585 them, that then they shalbe first and forthwith heard, 
as soon as the party which they shal find before our 
Justices shalbe depeached, which party being heard 
forthwith and assoone as may be, the said English 
marchants shall be ridde and dispatched: And if 
any action shall be moved by or against any of the 
said Marchants being absent out of our saide empire 
and dominions, then such Marchants may substitute 
an Atturney in all and singular his causes to be 
followed as need shall require, and as shall seeme to 
him expedient. 

7 Item, wee graunt and promise to the saide 
Marchants, and to their successours, that if the 
same Marchants or any of them shall bee wounded, 
or (which God forbid) slaine in any part or place of 
our Empire or dominions, then good information 
thereof given, Wee and our Justices and other 
officers shall execute due correction and punishment 
without delay, according to the exigence of the case : 
so that it shall bee an example to all other not to 
commit the like. And if it shall chaunce the factors, 
servants, or ministers of the saide Marchants or any 
of them to trespasse or offende, whereby they or any 
of them shall incurre the danger of death or punish- 
ment, the goods, wares, marchandizes, and things of 
their Masters shall not therefoore bee forfaited, con- 
fiscated, spoiled ne seised by any meanes by us, our 
heirs or successours, or by any our officers, 
ministers, or subjects, but shall remaine to their use, 
franke, free, and discharged from all punishment 
and losse. 


8 Item, we graunt that if any of the English 


Hakluyt Voyages II. (1903). 


61 


nation be arrested for any debt, he shal not be laid A.D. 1555. 
in prison, so farre as he can put in sufficient suretie 

and pawne: neither shall any sergeant, or officer 

leade them or any of them to prison, before he shall 

have knowen whether the chiefe Factor or factors, or 

their deputies shalbe sureties, or bring in pawne for 

such arrested: then the officers shal release the 

partie, and shall set him or them at libertie. 

9 Moreover, wee give, graunt and promise to 
the saide Marchants, that if any of their ships or 
other vessels shall bee spoyled, robbed, or damnified 
in sayling, anckoring or returning to or from our 
saide Empires and dominions, or any part thereof, 
by any Pirats, Marchants, or other person, whatso- 
ever hee or they bee, that then and in such case, 
wee will doe all that in us is to cause restitution, 
reparation, and satisfaction to bee duely made to the 
said English marchants by our letters and otherwise, 
as shall stand with our honour, and be consonant to 
equitie and justice. 

10 Item, for us, our heires and successours, 
wee doe promise and graunt to performe, mainteine, 
corroborate, autenticate, and observe all and singular 
the aforesaide liberties, franchises, and priviledges, 
like as presently we firmely doe intend, and will 
corroborate, autentike and performe the same by all 
meane and way that we can, as much as may be to 
the commoditie and profite of the said English 
Marchants, and their successours for ever. 

And to the intent that all and singuler the saide 
giftes, graunts and promises, may bee inviolably 
observed and performed, we the said John Vasilivich 
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A.D, 1885. by the grace of God Emperor of Russia, great Duke 
of Novogrode, Mosco, &c. for us, our heires and 
successors, by our Imperiall and lordly word in 
stead of an othe, have and doe promise by these 
presents, inviolably to mainteyne and observe, and 
cause to be inviolably observed and mainteined all 
and singuler the aforesayde giftes, graunts and 
promises from time to time, and at all and evry time 
and times heereafter. And for the more corrobora- 
tion hereof have caused our Signet hereunto to be 
put: Dated in our Castle of Mosco the 20 day of 

in the yeere. 


Hakluyt Voyages II. (1903). 


63 


With the signing of the first Charter by Philip A.D. 1555. 

& Mary on the 6th February 1555, and the granting 
of the first Privileges by the Emperor of Russia in 
the same year as recorded in the previous pages, the 
Russia or Moscovy Company may be considered to 
have become really established 1555. And in May 
1555 according to State papers Domestic-Mary-Vol. 
vii.-No. 39,-its members numbered 207. 


LIsT OF 
PERSONS FORMING THE Muscovy COMPANY. 


The Lorde Highe Treasourer. 

The Lorde Stewarde. 

The Erle of Pembrooke. 

The Lorde Highe Admyrall. 

The Lorde Pagett. 

The Lorde Darcey. 

The Lorde Chamberleyne. 

Sir Robert Rochester Knight, Comptroller. 
Sir Henry Jernegam Knight, Vizchamberlen. 
Sir Edwarde Hastinges Knight, Master of Horses. 
Sir Thomas Whartone Knight. 

Sir Thomas Cornwales Knight. 

Sir William Peter Knight. 

Sir John Bourne Knight. 

Sir Edwarde Walgrave Knight. 

Edwarde Griffith Esquire. 

William Cordall Esquire. 

Sir William Cecill Knight. 
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Sir Henry Sidney Knight. 

Sir Thomas Wrothe Knight. 

Sir Richarde Blunte Knight. 

Sir Richarde Sackevyle Knight. 

Sir John Clere Knight. 

Sir William Woodhouse Knight. 

Sir Thomas Woodhouse Knight. 

Sir William Dansell Knight. 

Mr. Nicolas Wotton Clerke. 

Sir John Gressham 

Sir Andrew Judde Knightes and 
Sir George Barne Aldermen. 
Sir Thomas White 

Sir John Yorke Knight. 
Mr. Davy Woodrooff 
Thomas Ofley thelder 
Thomas Curteis 
William Garrarde 
William Chester 
Thomas Lodge 


Aldermen, 


Mrs. Margerett Kyrtone 
Henry Herdsoun 


Sebastyan Caboto Henry Brunker 

Thomas Gresham: Thomas Egerton 

John Dymocke 

) William Clyftone 
Clement Throgmerton 


Edmonde Lomner 


squiers. 


John Marshe junior 


Antony Hussey 
John Southcott 


Esquiers. 


James Pagett 
Thomas Gravesende 
Bernerde Randolphe 
James Marshe 
William Hawtry 
Thomas Colshill 
Richarde Yonge 
William Wotton 


Antony Hickman 
Alexander Carlisle 
Antony Gammage 
Antony Pargetar 

Alexander Mather 
Arthur Edwardes 


Blase Saunders 


Christoffer Marler 
Clemente Clarke 


Davy Appowell 
Drewe Saunders 


Edmonde Stille 
Edwarde Jackeman 
Edwarde Castlyn 
Edwarde Garthe 
Edmonde Robertes 


Gentlemen. 
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George Heton A.D. 1555. 
Geffrey Walkden 

Geffrey Vaughen 

George Hopton 

George Cassie 

George Burtone 


George Mylles 


Henry Richardes 
Henry Bechar 
Henry Grover 
Humfrey Baskerfelde 
Henry Fallowfelde 
Henry Fissher 
Henry Flammacke 
Henry Vynar 


John Hare 

John Brooke 

John Lewes Notary 
John Crymes 

John Harysone 
John Amcottes 
John Elyott 

John Ryvers 

John Quarles 

John Wilforde junior 
John Hopkyns 
John Heathe 

John Traves 

John Braunche 
John Wilkinson 
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Edmonde Amsell 
Evan Lucye 
Edmonde Haselfoott 
Edwarde Gilbarte 


Elizabeth Wilforde 
Edwarde Prynne 


Fraunces Lambarde 
Fraunces Robynsone 
Fraunces Barnam 


Martyne Trewener 
Miles Mordynge 


Nicolas Bacone 
Nicolas Burtone 
Nicolas Fuljambe 


Phillippe Gunter 
Phillippe Bolde 
Phillippe Kever 


Katherin Wigmour alias 
Lomnour 


Richarde Malory 


John Sparke 
John Cotton 
John Starkie 
July Campany 
John Kempesen 
John Mylner 
John Medley 
John Bueklande 
John Stantoun 
John Harshe 


Lyonell Duckett 
Laurence Glasier 


Thomas Banester 
Thomas Palley senior 
Thomas Nicolles thelder 
Thomas Hetone [mercer 
Thomas Langley 

Thomas Castell 

Thomas Heigham 
Thomas Browne 

Thomas Smythe 

Thomas Sparke 

Thomas Andersone 
Thomas Allen 

Thomas Moore 

Thomas Stanbridge 
Thomas Starkie Draper 
Thomas Atkynsone Notary 
Thomas Sares [smythe 
Thomas Nicolles Golde- 


Richarde Poynter 
Richarde Chamberleyn 
Richarde Foulkes 
Roger Martene 
Richarde Spryngham 
Richarde Barne 
Robert Dawbeney 
Robert Woolman 
Richarde Duckett 
Richarde Elkene 
Roberte Browne 
Roberte Spenser 
Richarde Willes 
Rowlande Heywarde 
Raulf Greneway 
Roberte Downe junior 
Roberte Crockhey 


Roberte Dove 
Richarde Patricke 
Richarde Chauncelour 
Richarde Taillour 


Stephane Abowroughe 


Thomas Godman 
Thomas Wilkes 
Thomas Locke 
Thomas Chamber 
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Thomas Fraunces 


William Watsone 
Walter Yonge 
William Alleyne 
William Gifforde 
William Lewkenor 
William Mericke 
William Streete 
Walter Levesone 
William Knight 
William Malory 
William Rosse 
William Bully 
William Billingsley 
William Mounslowe 


William Bonde 
William Tucker 
Walter Marler 
William Dawkes 
William Humfrey 
Walter Garway 
William Levesone 
William Cholmeley 


*X’pofer Dauntesey 
*X’pofer Draper 


[Endorsed] Societas Mercatorum Russie. 


[ Endorsed in more modern handwriting | Muscovy 


Company. 


[* Christopher. ] 
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Certaine instructions delivered in the third 
voyage, Anno 1556. for Russia to every Purser and 
the rest of the servants, taken for the voyage, which 
may serve as good and necessary directions, to all 
other like adventurers. 


1. First you shall before the ship doth begin 
to lade, goe aboord, and shall there take, and write 
one inventorie, by the advise of the Master, or of 
some other principall officer there aboord, of all the 
tackle, apparell, cables, ankers, ordinance, chambers, 
shot, powder, artillerie, and of all other necessaries 
whatsoever doth belong to the sayd ship: and the 
same justly taken, you shall write in a booke, making 
the sayd Master, or such officer privie of that which 
you have so written, so that the same may not be 
denied, when they shall call accompt thereof: that 
done, you shall write a copie of the same with your 
owne hand, which you shall deliver before the 
shippe shall depart, for the voyage to the companies 
booke keeper here to be kept to their behalfe, to the 
ende that they may be justly answered the same, 
when time shall require : and this order to be seene 
and kept every voyage orderly, by the Pursers of 
the companies owne ship, in any wise. 


2. Also when the shippe beginneth to lade, 
you shall be ready a boord with your booke, to 
enter such goods as shall be brought aboord, to be 
laden for the company, packed, or unpacked, taking 
the markes and numbers of every packe, fardell, 
trusse, or packet, corovoya, chest, fatte, butte, pipe, 


puncheon, whole barrell, halfe barrell, firken, or 
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other caske, maunde, or basket, or any other thing, A.D. 1556. 


which may, or shall be packed by any other manner 
of waies or devise. And first all such packes, or 
trusses, &c. as shal be brought aboord to be laden, 
not marked by the companies marke, you shall doe 
the best to let that the same be not laden, and to 
enquire diligently to know the owners thereof, if you 
can, and what commoditie the same is, that is so 
brought aboord to be laden: if you can not know 
the owners of such goods, learne what you can 
thereof, as well making a note in your booke, as 
also to send or bring word thereof to the Agent, and 
to some one of the foure Marchants with him 
adjoined so speedily as you can, if it be here laden 
or to be laden in this river, being not marked with 
the companies marke, as is aforesaid: and when 
the sayd shippehath received in all that the companies 
Agent will have laden, you shal make a just copie of 
that which is laden, reciting the parcels, the markes 
and numbers of every thing plainely, which you 
shall likewise deliver to the sayd bookekeeper to the 
use aforesayd. 

3. Also when the ship is ready to depart, you 
shall come for your cockets and letters to the Agent, 
and shall shew him all such letters as you have 
received of any person or persons privately or openly, 
to be delivered to any person or persons in Russia 
or elsewhere, and also to declare if you know any 
other that shall passe in the ship either master or 
mariner that hath received any letters to be privily 
delivered to any there, directed from any person or 
persons, other then from the Agent here to the Agent 
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A.D. 1556. there : which letters so by you received, you shall 
not carie with you, without you be licenced so to doe 
by the Agent here, and some of the foure merchants, 
as is aforesayd : and such others as do passe, having 
received any privie letters to be delivered, you shall 
all that in you lieth, let the deliverie of them at your 
arriving in Russia: and also if you have or do 
receive, or shal know any other that doth or hath 
received any goods or ready money to be imployed 
in Russia, or to bee delivered there to any person or 
persons from any person or persons, other then such 
as bee the companies goods, and that under their 
marke, you shall before the ship doeth depart, 
declare the same truely to the sayd Agent, and to 
some of the other merchants to him adjoyned, as it 
is before declared. 

4. Also-when the shippe is ready to depart, 
and hath the master and the whole company aboord, 
you shall diligently foresee and take heede, that there 
passe not any privie person or persons, other then 
such as be authorized to passe in the said ship, 
without the licence and warrant of one of the 
Governours and of the assistants, for the same his 
passage, to be first shewed. And if there be any 
such person or persons that is to passe and will 
passe without shewing the same warrant, you shall 
let the passage of any such to the uttermost of your 
power: And for that there may no such privie 
person passe under the cloke and colour of some 
mariner, you shall upon the weying of your ships 
anker, call the master and the mariners within boord 
by their names and that by your bookes, to the ende 
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that you may see that you have neither more nor A.D. 1556. 
lesse, but just the number for the voyage. 

5. Also you must have in remembrance, that 
if it shall chance the shippe to bee put into anie 
harbour in this coast by contrary windes or other- 
wise in making the voyage, to send word thereof 
from time to time as the case shall require, by your 
letters in this manner. 

To master I. B. Agent for the company of the 
New trades in S. in London: If you doe hier any 
to bring your letters, write that which he must have 
for the portage. And for your better knowledge 
and learning, you shall do very well to keepe a dayly 
note of the voyage both outwards and homewards. 

6. And principally see that you forget not 
dayly in all the voiage both morning and evening, 
to call the company within boord to prayer, in 
which doing you shall please God, and the voiage 
will have the better successe thereby, and the 
company prosper the better. 

7. Also in calme weather and at other times 
when you shall fortune to come to anker in the seas 
during the voyage, you shall for the companies 
profite, and for the good husbanding of the victuals 
aboord, call upon the Boateswaine and other of the 
company to use such hookes and other engines as 
they have aboord to take fish with, that such fish so 
taken may bee eaten for the cause aforesayd : and if 
ther bee no such engines aboord, then to provide 
some before you goe from hence. 

8. And when God shall send you in safetie 
into the Bay of S. Nicholas at an anker, you shall 
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A.D, 1556. goe a shore with .the first boate that shall depart 
from the ship, taking with you such letters as you 
have to deliver to the Agent there: and if he bee 
not there at your comming a land, then send the 
companies letters to Colmogro to him by some sure 
mariner or otherwise, as the master and you shall 
thinke best, but goe not yourselfe at any hand, nor 
yet from aboord the ship, unlesse it bee a shore to 
treate with the Agent for the lading of the ship that 
you be appointed in, which you shall applie diligently 
to have done so speedily as may be. And for the 
discharging of the goods therein in the Bay, to be 
carried from thence, see that you doe looke well to 
the unlading thereof, that there be none other goods 
sent a shore then the companies, and according to 
the notes entred in your booke as is aforesaid: if 
there be, inquire diligently for whom they bee, and 
and what goods they be, noting who is the receiver 
of the sayd goods in such sort that the company 
may have the true knowledge thereof at your 
comming home. 

9. Also there a shore, and likewise aboord, 
you shall spie and search as secretly as you may, to 
learne and know what bargaining, buying and selling 
there is with the master and mariners of the shippe 
and the Russes, or with the companies servants 
there ; and that which you shall percieve and learne, 
you shall keepe a note thereof in your booke secretly 
to your selfe, which you shall open and disclose at 
your coming home to the governours and assistants, 
in such sorte as the trueth of their secret trades and 
occupyings may be revealed and knowen. You shal 
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need alwayes to have Argos eyes, to spie their secret, A.D. 1556, 
packing and conveyance, aswell on land as aboord 

the shippe, of and for such furres and other com- 
modities, as yeerely they doe use to buy, packe and 

convey hither. If you will bee vigilant and secrete 

in this article, you cannot misse to spie their privie 
packing one with another, either on shore or aboord 

the shippe: worke herein wisely and you shall 

deserve great thanks of the whole company. 

10. Also at the lading againe of the shippe, 
you shall continue and abide abord, to the end that 
you may note and write in your booke all such goods 
and marchandises as shall be brought and laden, 
which you shall orderly note in all sortes as hereto- 
fore, as in the second article partly it is touched : 
and in any wise put the Master and the company in 
remembrance tolooke and foresee substantially to the 
roomaging of the shippe, by faire meanes or threats, 
as you shall see and thinke will serve for the best. 

11. Thus when the shippe is full laden againe, 
and all things aboord in good order, and that you 
doe fortune to goe a shore to the Agent for your 
letters, and dispatch away: you shall demand 
whether all the goods be laden that were brought 
thither, and to know the trueth thereof, you shal 
repaire to the companies storehouse there at 
S. Nicholas, to see if there be any goods left in the 
sayd storehouse : if there be, you shal demand why 
they be not laden, and note what kinde of goods 
they be that be so left : and seeing any of the shippes 
there not fully laden, you shall put the Agent in 
remembrance to lade those goods so left, if any such 
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A.D. 1556. be to be laden, as is aforesayd. And thus God 
sending you a faire wind, to make speede and away. 
12. Finally, when God shall send you to arrive 
againe upon this coast in safetie, either at Harewich, 
or elsewhere, goe not you aland, if you may possiblie, 
to the ende that when you be gone a shore, there 
may no goods be sent privily ashore to be solde, or 
else to be solde aboord the ship in your absence, 
but keepe you still aboord, if you can by any meanes, 
for the causes aforesaid, and write the company a 
letter from the shippe of your good arrivall, which you 
may convey to them by land by some boy or mariner 
of the shippe, or otherwise as you shall thinke best : 
and likewise when God shall send you and the shippe 
into the river here, doe not in anywise depart out of 
the shippe that you be in, until the company doe 
send some other aboord the shippe, in your steede 
and place, to keepe the shippe in your absence. 
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1556. On the 20 day of July the first Ambas- A.D. 1586. 


sador from the Emperor of Russia to the English 
Court, Oscep Napea by name, embarked upon the 
good English ship named the Edward Bonaventure 
and left the Bay of St. Nicholas—Richard Chancelor 
being grand Pilot and John Buckland, master. 
Chancelor was accompanied on this voyage by 
other ships including the Bona Speranza and Bona 
Confidentia, missing on the first voyage and after- 
wards recovered. These two were never heard of 
again. The Edward Bonaventure after a voyage of 
four months on the 10th of November, was wrecked 
in a Bay on the Scottish coast called Pettislego, 
Richard Chancelor being drowned together with 
certain Russians part of the Ambassage and many 
of the crew. The Ambassador himself witha “fewe 
others” being saved. In this shipwracke not only 
the saide shippe was broken, but also the whole 
masse and bodie of the goods laden in her was 
by the rude and ravenous people of the Country 
thereunto adjoyning rifled, spoyled, and carried 
away. Osep Napea remained in Scotland until 
the February 1557 in the hope of recovering some 
of the costly gifts, consisting of Jewels, rich apparell, 
presents, gold, silver, costly furres, and such like 
that he had brought with him for presentation to 
the King & Queen : but despite a commission sent 
by the Queen he recovered little of any value from 
her Scottish subjects. He therefore on the 14th 
February 1557 set out for London where he arrived 
on the 27th February 1557. (The manner of his recep- 
tion may be gathered from the original narrative :— 
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“He prosecuting his voyage until the 27 of 
Februarie approched to the citie of London within 
twelve English miles, where he was received with 
fourscore merchants with chaines of gold and goodly 


 apparell, as wel in order of men servants in one 


uniforme liverie, as also in and upon good horses 
and geldings who conducting him to a marchants 
house foure miles from London, received there a 
quantitie of gold, velvet and silke, with all furniture 
thereunto requisite, wherewith he made him a riding 
garment, reposing himselfe that night. The next 
day being Saturday and the last day of Februarie, 
he was by the merchants adventuring for Russia, 
to the number of one hundred and fortie persons, 
and so many or more servants in one liverie, as 
abovesaid, conducted towards the citie of London, 
where by the way he had not onely the hunting of 
the Foxe and such like sport shewed him, but also 
by the Queenes majesties commandement was 
received and embraced by the right honourable 
Viscount Montague, sent by her grace for his enter- 
tainment : he being accompanied with divers lustie 
knights, esquires, gentlemen and yeomen to the 
number of three hundred horses led him to the 
north partes of the Citie of London, where by 
foure notable merchants richly apparelled was 
presented to him a right faire and large gelding 
richly trapped, together with a footcloth of Orient 
crimson velvet, enriched with gold laces, all furnished 
in most glorious fashion, of the present, and gift of 
the sayde merchants : whereupon the Ambassadour 
at instant desire mounted, riding on the way towards 
Hakluyt Voyages II. (x903 
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Smithfield barres, the first limites of the liberties of A.D. 1557. 
the Citie of London. The Lord Maior accompanied 
with all the Alderman in their skarlet did receive 
him, and so riding through the Citieé of London in 
the middle, betwene the Lord Maior and Viscount 
Montague, a great number of merchants and notable 
personages riding before, and a large troupe of 
servants and apprentises following, was conducted 
through the Citie of London (with great admiration 
and plausibilitie of the people running plentifully on 
all sides, and replenishing all streets in such sort as 
no man without difficultie might passe) into his 
lodging situate in Fant church streete, where were 
provided for him two chambers richly hanged and 
decked, over and above the gallant furniture of the 
whole house together with an ample and rich cup- 
boord of plate of all sortes, to furnish and serve him 
at all meales, and other services during his above in 
London, which was, as is underwritten, until the 
third day of May ; during which time daily divers 
Alderman and the gravest personages of the said 
Companie did visite him, providing all kinds of 
victuals for his table and his servants, with al sorts 
of officers to attend upon him in good sort and 
condition, as to such an ambassadour of honour 
doeth and ought to appertaine.” 

After his reception by the King and Queen and 
much entertainment, a league and Articles of amitie 
were concluded and confirmed under the great seale 
of England, and he returned to Russia on the ? 3rd 
?12th May 1557, aboord one of the foure goodly 
ships of the Merchants provided for Russia :—The 
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“Primerose” ‘John Enangelist” “Anne” and 
“Trinitir.” The chief Captaine of the “ Primerose” 
was Master Anthony Jenkinson entrusted with letters 
to the Emperor Ivan. The Russian Ambassador 
having also letters from Philip and Mary explaining 
Jenkinson’s‘mission. On this expedition the Company 
made their first large shipment of Cloth, Pewter, 
sugar, Cotton Stuff, &c. &c. 

Jenkinson arrived at St. Nicholas Bay on the 
12th July, and after seeing to the relading of the 
ships proceeded to Moscow, where he arrived in 
December 1557; and having received his letters 
from the Emperor departed on his expedition to 
Boghar on the 23rd April 1558. The account of 
this voyage is here given, being particularly in- 
teresting. Briefly it may be noted that he arrived 
at Boghar on the 23rd December 1558. In March 
1559 he left that City and arrived after many vicis- 
situdes at Moscow on the 2nd September 1559. 
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THE VOYAGE OF MASTER ANTHONY JENKINSON, 
made from the citie of Mosco in Russia, to 
the citie of Boghar in Bactria, in the yeere 
1558: written by himselfe to the Merchants 
of London of the Moscovie companie. 


The 23. day of April, in the yeere 1558. (having 
obtained the Emperor of Russia his letters, directed 
unto sundry kings and princes by whose dominions 
I should passe) I departed from Mosco by water, 
having with mee two of your servants, namely, 
Richard Johnson and Robert Johnson, and a Tartar 
Tolmach, with divers parcels of wares, as by the 
inventory appeareth : and the 28. day we came to a 
town called Collom, distant from the Mosco 20. 
leagues, and passing one league beyond the saide 
Collom we came unto a river called Occa, into the 
which the river Mosco falleth, and looseth his name: 
and passing downe the said river Occa 8. leagues, 
we came unto a castle called Terrevettisko, which 
we left upon our right hand and proceeded forward, 
the second day of May, we came unto another castle 
called Peroslave, distant 8. leagues, leaving it also 
on our right hand. The third day we came unto 
the place where Olde Rezan was situate, beeing now 
most of it ruined and overgrowen, and distant from 
the said Peroslave, 6. leagues: the 4. day we passed 
by a castle called Terrecovia, from Rezan 12. leagues, 
and the 6. day we came to another castle called 
Cassim, under the government of a Tartar Prince 
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A.D. 1558. named Utzah Zegoline, sometime Emperour of the 
worthy citie of Cazan and now subject unto the 
Emperour of Russia. But leaving Cassim on our left 
hand, the 8. day we came unto a faire town called 
Morom, from Cassim 20. leagues, where we took the 
sonne, and found the latitude 56. degrees : and pro- 
ceeding forward the 11. day, we came unto another 
faire towne & castle called Nyse Novogrod, situated 
at the falling of the foresaid river Occa into the 
worthie river of Volga, distant from the saide 
Moron 25. leagues, in the latitude of 56. degrees 
18. minutes. From Rezan to this Nyse Novogrod, 
on both sides the said river of Occa, is raised the 
greatest store of waxe and hony in all the land of 
Russia. We tarried at the foresaid Nyse Novogrod 
until the 19. day, for the comming of a captain 
which was sent by the Emperour to rule at Astracan, 
who beeing arrived, and having the number of 500. 
great boates under his conduct, some laden with 
victuals, souldiers, and munition: and other some 
with merchandise, departed altogether the said 19. 
day from the said Nyse Novogrod, and the 22. we 
came unto a castle called Vasiliagorod, distant 25. 
leagues, which we left upon our right hand. This 
towne or castle had his name of this Emperours 
father, who was called Vasilius and gorod in the 
Russe tongue is as much to say as a castle, so that 
Vasiliagorod is to say, Vasilius Castle: and it was 
the furthest place that the said Emperour conquered 
from the Tartars. But this present Emperour his 
sonne, called Ivan Vasiliwich, hath had great good 
successe in his warres, both against the Christians 
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and also the Mahometists and Gentiles, but especially A.D. 1558. 
against the Tartars, inlarging his Empire even to the 
Caspian sea having conquered the famous river of 
Volga with all the countreis thereabout adjacent. 
Thus preceding on our journey the 25. day of May 
aforesaide, wee came to another castle called 
Sabowshare, which wee left on our right hand, 
distant from Vasiliagorod 16. leagues. The countrey 
heereabout is called Mordovits, and the habitants 
did professe the law of the Gentiles: but nowe 
beeing conquered by this Emperour of Russia most 
of them are christened but lie in the woods and 
wildernesse, without town or habitation. 

The 27. day we passed by another castle called 
Swyasko, distant from Shabowshare aforesaid 25. 
leagues : we left it on our right hand: and the 29. 
came unto an Island one league from the citie of 
Cazan, from which falleth downe a river called 
Cazanka reca, & entreth into the foresaide Volga. 
Cazan is a faire town after the Russe or Tartar 
fashion, with a strong castle, situated upon a high 
hill, and was walled round about with timber & 
earth, but now the Emperour of Russia hath given 
order to plucke down the old walles, and to builde 
them againe of free stone. It hath bene a citie of 
great wealth and riches, and being in the hands of 
the Tartars it was a kingdome of it selfe and did 
more vexe the Russes in their warres, then any 
other nation: but 9. yeres past, this Emperour of 
Russia conquered it, and tooke the king captive, 
whobeing but young is nowe baptised, and brought 
up in his court with two other princes which were 
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A.D. 1558. also kings of the said Cazan, and being ech of them 
in time of their raignes in danger of their subjects 
through civil discord, came and rendred themselves 
at several times unto the said Emperor, so that at this 
present there are three princes in the court of 
Russia, which had bene Emperours of the said 
Cazan, whom the Emperour useth with great 
honour. 

We remained at Cazan till the 13. day of June, 
and then departed from thence: and the same day 
passed by an Island called the Island of merchants, 
because it was woont to be a place where all mer- 
chants, as well Russes and Cazanites, as Nagayans 
and Crimmes, and divers other nations did resort 
to keepe mart for buyingand selling, but nowe it is 
forsaken, and standeth without any such resort 
thither, or at Cazan, or at any place about it, from 
Mosco unto Mare Caspium. 

Thus proceeding forward the 14. day, we passed 
by a goodly river called Cama which we left on our 
left hand. This river falleth out of the countrey of 
Permia into the river of Volga, and is from Cazan 
15. leagues : and the countrey lying betwixt the said 
Cazan and the said river Cama on the left hand of 
Volga is called Vachen, and the inhabitants be 
Gentiles, and live in the wildernesse without house 
or habitation : and the countrey on the other side 
of Volga over against the said river Cama is called 
the land of Cheremizes, halfe Gentiles, halfe Tartars, 
and all the land on the left hand of the said Volga 
from the said river unto Astracan, and so following 
the North and Northeast side of the Caspian sea, to 
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a land of the Tartars called Turkemen, is called the A.D. 1558. 
countrey of Mangat or Nagay, whose inhabitants 
are of the law of Mahomet, and were all destroyed 
in the yeere 1558, at my being at Astracan, through 
civill warres among them, accompanied with famine, 
pestilence, and such plagues, in such sort that in the 
said yeere there were consumed of the people, in 
one sort and another, above one hundred thousand : 
the like plague was never seen in those parts, so that 
the said countrey of Nagay being a countrey of 
great pasture, remaineth now unreplenished to the 
great contentation of the Russes, who have had 
cruel warres a long time together. 

The Nagayans when they flourished, lived in 
this maner : they were divided into divers companies 
called Hords and every Hord had a ruler, whom 
they obeyed as their king, and was called a Murse. 
Towne or house they had none, but lived in the 
open fields every Murse or King having his Hords 
or people about him, with their wives, children and 
cattell, who having consumed the pasture in one 
place, remooved unto another: and when they 
remoove they have houses like tents set upon wagons 
or carts, which are drawen from place to place with 
camels, & therin their wives, childen and all their 
riches, which is very litle, is caried about, and 
every man hath at the least foure or five wives 
besides concubines. Use of money they have none, 
but doe barter their cattell for apparell and other 
necessaries. They delight in no arte nor science 
except the warres wherein they are expert, but for 
the most part they be pasturing people, and have 
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A.D. 4558. great store of cattel, which is all their riches. They 
eate much flesh, and especially the horse, and they 
drinke’mares milke, wherewifh they be oftentimes. 
drunke : they are seditious & inclined to theft and 
murther. Corne they sowe not, neither doe eate 
any bread, mocking the Christians for the same, and 
disabling our strengths, saying we live by eating the 
top of a weede, and drinke a drinke made of the 
same, allowing their great devouring of flesh and 
drinking of milke to be the increase of their strength. 
But now to proceed forward to my journey. 

All the countrey upon our right hand the river 
Volga, from over against the river Cama unto the 
towne of Astracan, is the land of Crimme, whose 
inhabitants be also of the lawe of Mahomet, and 
live for the most part according to the fashions of 
the Nagayes, having continual wars with the 
Emperour of Russia, and are valiant in the fielde, 
having countenance and support from the great 
Turke. 

The 16. day of June we passed by certaine 
fishermens houses called Petowse twenty leagues 
from the river Cama, where is great fishing for 
sturgeon, so continuing our way untill the 22. day, 
and passing by another great river called Samar 
which falleth out of the aforesaide countrey, and 
runneth through Nagay, and entreth into the saide 
River of Volga. The 28. day wee came unto a 
great hill, where was in times past a castle made by 
the Crimmes, but now it is ruined, being the just 
midway betweene the said Cazan and Astrachan, 
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51. degrees 47 minutes. Uponall this shore groweth A.D. 1558. 
abundance of Licoris, whose root runneth within 
the ground like a vine. 


Thus going forward the sixt day of July we 
came to a place called Perovolog, so named because 
in times past the Tartars caried their boates from 
Volga unto the river Tanais, otherwise called Don, 
by land, when they would robbe such as passed 
downe the said Volga to Astracan, and also such as 
passed downe by the river Tanais, to Asou, Caffa, 
or any other towne situated upon Mare Euxinum, 
into which sea Tanais falleth, who hath his springs 
in the countrey of Rezan, out of a plaine ground. 
It is at this streight of Perovolog from the one river 
to the other two leagues by land, and is a dangerous 
place for theeves and robbers, but now it is not so 
evill as it hath bene, by reason of the Emperour of 
Russia his conquests. 


Departing from Perovolog, having the wilder- 
nesse on both sides, wee sawea great heard of Naga- 
yans, pasturing, as is abovesaid, by estimation above a 
thousand Camels drawing of cartes with houses upon 
them like tents, of a strange fashion, seeming to 
bee a farre off a towne: that Hord was belonging 
to a great Murse called Smille, the greatest prince in 
all Nagay, who hath slaine and driven away all the 
rest, not sparing his owne brethren and children, 
and having peace with this Emperour of Russia he 
hath what he needeth, and ruleth alone: so that 
now the Russes live in peace with the Nagayans, 
who were wont to have mortall warres together. 
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The 14 day of July passing by an old castle, 
which was Old Astracan, and leaving it upon our 
right hand, we arrived at New Astracan, which this 
Emperour of Russia conquered sixe yeeres past, in 
the yeere 1552. It is from the Mosco unto Astracan 
sixe hundreth leagues, or thereabout. The towne of 
Astracan is situated in an Island upon a hill side, 
having a castle within the same, walled about with 
earth and timber, neither faire nor strong: The 
towne is also walled about with earth : the buildings 
and houses (except it be the captaines lodging, and 
certaine other gentlemens) most base and simple. 
The Island is most destitute and barren of wood and 
pasture, and the ground will beare no corne: the 
aire is there most infected, by reason (as I sup- 
pose) of much fish, and specially Sturgion, by 
which onely the inhabitants live, having great scar- 
sitie of flesh and bread. They hang up their fish 
in their streets and houses to dry for their 
provision, which causeth such abundance of flies to 
increase there, as the like was never seene in any 
land, to their great plague. And at my being at the 
sayd Astracan, there was a great famine and plague 
among the people, and specially among the Tartars 
called Nagayans, who the same time came thither in 
great numbers to render themselves to the Russe 
their enemies, & to seeke succour at their hands, 
their country being destroyed, as I said before : but 
they were but ill entertained or relieved, for there 
died a great number of them for hunger, which lay 
all the Island through in heapes dead, and like to 
beasts unburied, very pitifull to behold : many of 
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them were also sold by the Russes, and the rest were A.D. 1558. 
banished from the Island, At that time it had bene 
an easie thing to have converted that wicked Nation 
to the Christian faith, if the Russes themselves had 
bene good Christians : but how should they shew 
compassion unto other Nations, when they are not 
mercifull unto their owne? At my being there I 
could have bought many goodly Tartars children, if 
I would have had a thousand, of their owne fathers 
and mothers, to say, a boy or a wench for a loafe of 
bread woorth sixe pence in England, but we had 
more need of victuals at that time then of any such 
merchandise. This Astracan is the furthest hold 
that this Emperour of Russia hath conquered of the 
Tartars towards the Caspian sea, which he keepeth 
very strong, sending thither every yere provision of 
men, and victuals, and timber to build the castle. 
There is a certaine trade of merchandise there 
used, but as yet so smalland beggerly, that it is not 
woorth the making mention, and yet there come 
merchants thither from divers places. The chiefest 
commodities that the Russes bring thither are redde 
hides, redde sheepes skinnes, woodden vessels, 
bridles, and saddles, knives, and other trifles, with 
corne, bacon, and other victuals. The Tartars bring 
thither divers kindes of wares made of cotten wooll, 
with divers kindes of wrought silkes ; and they that 
come out of Persia, namely from Shamacki doe 
bring sowing silke, which is the coursest that they 
use in Russeland, Crasko, divers kind of pide silkes 
for girdles, shirts of male, bowes, swords, and such 
like things ; and some yeeres corne, and wallnutts, 
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A.D, 1558. but all such things in such small quantitie, the 
merchants being so beggerly and poore that bring 
the same, that it is not worth the writing, neither is 
there any hope of trade in all those parts woorth the 
folowing. 

This foresaid Island of Astracan is in length 
twelve leagues, and in bredth three, and lieth East 
and West in the latitude of fortie seven degrees, nine 
minutes: we taried there until the sixt day of 
August, and having bought and provided a boate in 
company with certaine Tartars and Persians, we 
laded our goods and imbarked our selves, and the 
same day departed I, with the said two Johnsons 
having the whole charge of the Navigation downe 
the sayd river Volga, being very crooked, and full of 
flats towards the mouth thereof. We entred into 
the Caspian sea the tenth day of August at the 
Easterly side of the sayd river, being twentie leagues 
from Astracan aforesayd, in the latitude of fortie six 
degrees, twentie seven minutes. 

Volga hath seventie mouthes or fals into the 
sea: and we having a large wind, kept the North- 
east shore, and the eleventh day we sailed seven 
leagues Eastnortheast, and came unto an Island 
having an high hill therein, called Accurgar, a good 
marke in the sea. From thence East tenne leagues, 
we fell with another Island called Bawhiata, much 
higher then the other. Within these two Islands to 
the Northwards, is a great Baie called the Blew sea, 
From thence wee sailed East and by North ten 
leagues, and having a contrary wind, we came to an 
anker in a fadome water, and so rid untill the 
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fifteenth day, having a great storme at Southeast, being A.D. 1558, 
a most contrary wind, which werid out. Then the 
wind came to the North, and we weyed, and set our 
course Southeast, and that day sailed eight leagues. 

Thus proceeding forwards the 17. day wee lost 
sight of land, and the same day sailed thirtie leagues 
and the 18. day twentie leagues winding East, and 
fell with a land called Baughleata, being 74. leagues 
from the mouth of the said Volga, in the latitude of 
46. degrees 54. minutes, the coast lying neerest East 
and by South, and West and by North. At the 
point of this land lieth buried a holy Prophetas the 
Tartars call him, of their law, where great devotion 
is used of all such Mahometists as doe passe that 
way. 

The nineteenth day the winde being West, and 
we winding East-southeast, we sailed tenne leagues, 
and passed by a great river called Iaic, which hath 
his spring in the lande of Siberia, nigh unto the 
foresaid river Cama, and runneth through the lande 
of Nagay, falling into this Mare Caspium. And up 
this river one dayes journey is a towne called 
Serachick, subject to the aforesaid Tartar Prince 
called Murse Smille, which is nowe in friendship 
with the Emperour of Russia. Here is no trade of 
merchandise used, for that the people have no use 
of money, and are all men of warre, and pasturers 
of cattel, and given much to theft and murther. 
Thus being at an anker against this river Iaic, and 
all our men being on land, saving I, who lay sore 
sicke, and five Tartars, whereof one was reputed 
a holy man, because he came from Mecka, there 
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A.D. 1558. came unto us a boate with thirtie men well armed 
and appointed, who boorded us, and began to enter 
into our barke, and our holy Tartar called Azy, 
perceiving that, asked them what they would have, 
and withall made a prayer: with that these rovers 
staied, declaring that they were Gentlemen, banished 
from their countrey, and out of living, & came to 
see if there were any Russes or other Christians 
(which they call Caphars) in our barke? To whom 
this Azi most stoutly answered, that there were none, 
avowing the same by great othes of their lawe, 
(which lightly they will not breake) whom the rovers 
beleeved, and upon his words departed, And so 
through the fidelitie of that Tartar, 1 with all my 
companie and goods were saved, and our men being 
come on boord and the wind faire, we departed from 
that place, and winding East and Southeast, that day 
being the 20. of August sailed 16, leagues. 

The 21. day we passed over a Bay of 6, leagues 
broad, and fell with a Cape of land having two 
Islands at the Southeast part thereof, being a good 
marke in the sea: & doubling that Cape the land 
trended Northeast and maketh another Bay, into 
which falleth the great river Yem, springing out of 
the land of Colmack. 

The 22. 23, and 24. dayes we were at an anker, 

The 25. the winde came faire and wee sailed 
that day 20 leagues, and passed by an Island of lowe 
land, and there about are many flats and sands : and 
to the Northward of this Island there goeth in 
a great Bay, but we set off from this Island and 
winded South to come into deepe water being much 
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troubled with shoalds & flats, and ran that course AD. 1558. 
10, leagues, then East Southeast 20. leagues, and fel 
with the maine land, being full of copped hils, and 
passing along the coast 20. leagues, the further we 
sailed, the higher was the land. 

The 27. day we crossed over a Bay, the South 
shore being the higher land, and fel with a high 
point of land: & being overthwart the Cape, there 
rose such a storme at the East, that we thought 
verily we should have perished: this storme con- 
tinued 3. days. From this Cape we passed to a port 
called Manguslave. The place where we should 
have arrived at the Southernmost part of the 
Caspian sea is 12. leagues within a Bay: but we 
being sore tormented and tossed with this foresaid 
storme, were driven unto another land on ye other 
side the Bay, overthwart the sayd Manguslave being 
very lowe land, and a place as well for the ill 
commoditie of the haven as of those brute field 
people, where never barke nor boat had before 
arrived, not liked of us. 

But yet here we sent certaine of our men to 
land to talke with the Governour and people, as well 
for our good usage at their handes as also for pro- 
vision of camels to carry our goods from the sayd 
sea side to a place called Sellyzure being from the 
place of our landing five and twentie dayes journey. 
Our messengers returned with comfortable woords 
and faire promises of all things. 

Wherefor the 3. day of September 1558. we 
discharged our barke and I with my companie were 
gently entertained of the Prince & of his people. 
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A.D. 1558 But before our departure from thence, we found 
them to be very bad and brutish people, for they 
ceased not daily to molest us, either by fighting, 
stealing or begging, raising the prise of horse and 
camels, & victuals, double that it was woont there 
to be, and forced us to buy the water that we did 
drinke : which caused us to hasten away, and to 
conclude with them as well for the hire of camels, 
as for the prise of such as wee bought, with other 
provision, according to there owne demaund: So 
that for every camels lading, being but 400. waight 
of ours, we agreed to give three hides of Russia, and 
foure woodden dishes, and to the Prince or governour 
of the sayd people, one ninth, and two sevenths: 
Namely, nine severall things, and twise seven 
severall things : for money they use none. 

And thus being ready, the foureteenth of Septem- 
ber we departed from that place, being a caravan of 
a thousand camels. And having travailed five dayes 
journey, we came to another Princes Dominion, and 
upon the way there came unto us certaine Tartars 
on horseback, being well armed, and servants unto 
the saide Prince called Timor Soltan, governour of 
the said countrey of Manguslave, where wee meant 
to have arrived and discharged our barke, if the 
great storm aforesayd had not disappointed. These 
aforesaid Tartars stayd our Caravan in the name of 
their Prince, and opened our wares, and tooke such 
things as they thought best for their saide prince 
without money, but for such things as they tooke 
from me, which was a ninth (after much dissension) 


I ridde unto the same Prince, and presented my 
Hakluyt Voyages II. (1903). 


93 


selfe before him, requesting his favour, and pasport A.D. 1588. 
to travaile through his countrey, and not to be 
robbed nor spoiled of his people : which request he 
graunted me, and intertained me very gently, com- 
maunding me to be well feasted with flesh and 
mares milke : for bread they use none, nor other 
drinke except water: but money he had none to 
give mee for such things as he tooke of me, which 
might be of value in Russe money, fifteene rubbles, 
but he gave me his letter, and a horse woorth seven 
rubbles. And so I departed from him being glad 
that I was gone: for he was reported to be a very 
tyrant, and if I had not gone unto him, I under- 
stoode his commaundement was, that I should have 
beene robbed and destroyed. 

This Soltan lived in the fieldes without Castle 
or towne, and sate, at my being with him, in a little 
rounde house made of reedes covered without with 
felt, and within with Carpets. There was with him 
the great Metropolitan of that wilde Country, 
esteemed of the people, as the Bishop of Rome is in 
most parts of Europe, with divers other of his chiefe 
men. The Soltan with this Metropolitan demanded 
of me many questions, as wel touching our king- 
doms, lawes, and Religion, as also the cause of my 
comming into those parts, with my further pretence. 
To whom I answered concerning all things, as unto 
me seemed best, which they tooke in good part. So 
having leave I departed and overtooke our Caravan, 
and proceeded on our journey, and travelled 20. 
dayes in the wildernes from the sea side without 
seeing towne or habitation, carying provision of 
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A.D. 1558. victuals with us for the same time, and were driven 
by necessity to eate one of my camels and a horse 
for our part, as other did the like : and during the 
said 20. daies we found no water, but such as we 
drew out of old deepe welles, being very brackish 
and salt, and yet sometimes passed two or three 
dayes without the same. And the 5. day of October 
ensuing, we came unto a gulfe of the Caspian sea 
againe, where we found the water very fresh and 
sweete : at this gulfe the customers of the king of 
Turkeman met us, who took custome of every 25, 
one, and 7. ninthes for the saide king and his 
brethren, which being received they departed, and 
we remained there a day after to refresh our selves. 

Note that in times past there did fal into this 
gulf the great river Oxus, which hath its springs in 
the mountains of Paraponisus in India, & now 
commeth not so far, but falleth into another river 
called Ardock, which runneth toward the North, & 
consumeth himself in the ground passing under 
ground above 500. miles, and then issueth out againe 
and falleth into the lake of Kithay. 

We having refreshed our selves at the foresaide 
gulfe, departed thence the 4. day of October, and 
the seventh day arrived at a castle called Sellizure, 
where ye king called Azim Can, remained with 3. 
other of his brethren, and the 9. day I was com- 
maunded to come before his presence, to whom I 
delivered the Emperors letters of Russia : and I also 
gave him a present of a ninth, who entertained me 
very well, and caused me to eate in his presence as 
his brethren did, feasting me with flesh of a wilde 
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horse, and mares milk without bread. And the next A.D. 1558, 
day he sent for me again, and asked of me divers 
questions, as wel touching the affaires of the 
Emperour of Russia, as of our countrey and lawes, 
to which I answered as I thought good : so that at 
my departure he gave me his letters of safe conduct. 

This Castle of Sellizure is situated upon an high 
hill, where the King called the Can lyeth, whose 
palace is built of earth very basely and not strong : 
the people are but poore, and have little trade of 
marchandise among them. The South part of this 
Castle is lowe lande, but very fruitfull, where grow 
many good fruites, among which there is one called 
a Dynie, of a great bignesse and full of moysture 
which the people doe eate after meate in steade of 
drinke. Also there growes another fruite called a 
Carbuse of the bignesse of a great cucumber, yellow 
and sweete as sugar: also a certaine corne called 
Iegur, whose stalke is much like a sugar cane, and 
as high, and the graine like rice, which groweth at 
the toppe of the cane like a cluster of grapes ; the 
water that serveth all that countrey is drawen by 
ditches out of the river Oxus, unto the great destruc- 
tion of the said river, for which cause it falleth not 
into the Caspian sea as it hath done in times past, 
and in short time all that land is like to be destroied, 
and to become a wildernes for want of water, when 
the river of Oxus shal faile. 

The 14. day of the moneth we departed from 
this Castle of Sellizure, and the 16. of the same we 
arrived at a citie called Urgence, where we paid 
custome as wel for our own heads as for our camels 
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A.D, 1558. and horses. And having there sojourned one 
moneth, attending the time of our further travaile, 
the king of that countrey called Aly Soltan brother 
to the forenamed Azym Can, returned from a towne 
called Corasan, within the borders of Persia, which 
he lately had conquered from the Persians, with 
whom he and the rest of the kings of Tartaria have 
continuall warres. Before this king also I was com- 
manded to come, to whom I likewise presented the 
Emperors letters of Russia, and he intertained me 
wel, and demanded of me divers questions and at 
my departure gave me his letters of safeconduct. 

This city or towne of Urgence standeth in 
a plaine ground, with walles of the earth, by estima- 
tion 4. miles about it. The buildings within it are 
also of earth, but ruined and out of good order: it 
hath one long street that is covered above, which is 
the place of their market. It hath bene wonne and 
lost 4. times within 7. yeeres by civill warres, by 
meanes whereof there are but few merchants in it, 
and they very poore, and in all that towne I could 
not sell above 4. kerseis. The chiefest commodities 
there sold are such wares as come from Boghar, and 
out of Persia, but in most smal quantity not worth 
the writing. All the land from the Caspian sea to 
this Citie of Urgence is called the land of Turkeman,. 
& is subject to the said Azim Can, and his bretheren 
which be 5. in number, and one of them hath the 
name of the chiefe king called Can, but he is little 
obeyed saving in his owne Dominion, and where he 
dwelleth : for every one will be King of his owne 
portion, and one brother seeketh alwayes to destroy 
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another, having no natural love among them, by A.D. 1588. 
reason that they are begotten of divers women, and 
commonly they are the children of slaves, either 
Christians or Gentiles, which the father doeth keepe 
as concubines : and when there are warres betwixt 
these bretheren, (as they are seldome without) 
he that is overcome if he be not slaine, flieth to the 
field with such companie of men as will followe 
him, and there liveth in the wildernesse resorting to 
watering places, and so robbeth and spoileth as 
many Caravans of marchants and others as they be 
able to overcome, continuing in this sort his wicked 
life until such time as he may get power and aide to 
invade some of his brethren againe. From the 
Caspian sea unto the Castle of Sellizure aforesaid, 
and all the Countreis about the said Sea, the people 
live without towne or habitation in the wilde fields, 
removing from one place to another in great com- 
panies with their cattel, whereof they have great 
store, as camels, horses, and sheepe both tame and 
wilde. Their sheepe are of great stature with great 
buttocks, weighing 60. or 80. pound in weight. 
There are many wild horses which the Tartars doe 
many times kil with their hawkes, and that in this 
order. 

The hawkes are lured to sease upon the beasts 
neckes or heads, which with chafing of themselves 
and sore beating of the hawkes are tired: then the 
hunter following his game doeth slay the horse with 
his arrow or sword. In all this lande there groweth 
no grass, but a certaine brush or heath, whereon the 
cattell feeding become very fat. 
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The Tartars never ride without their bow, 
arrowes, and sword, although it be on hawking, or 
at any other pleasure, and they are good archers 
both on horsebacke and on foote also.. These 
people have not the use of golde, silver, or any other 
coyne, but when they lacke apparell or other neces- 
saries, they barter their cattell for the same. Bread 
they have none, for they neither till nor sow: they 
be great devourers of flesh, which they cut in smal 
pieces, & eat it by handfuls most greedily, & 
especially the horseflesh, their chiefest drink is mares 
milke sowred, as I have said before of the Nagayans, 
& they willbe drunk with the same. They have no 
rivers nor places of water in this countrey, until you 
come to the foresaid gulf, distant from the place of 
our landing 20. dayes journey, except it be in wels, 
the water wherof is saltish, & yet distant the 
one from the other 2. daies journey and more, 
They eate their meate upon the ground, sitting 
with their legs double under them, and so also 
when they pray. Art or science they have none, 
but live most idlely, sitting round in great com- 
panies in the fields, devising, and talking most 
vainely. 

The 26. day of November we departed from the 
towne of Urgence, and having travailed by the river 
Oxus 100. mile we passed over another great river 
called Ardock, where we paid a certaine petty 
custome. This river Ardock is great, and very swift 
falling out of the foresaid Oxus, and passing about 
1000. mile to the Northward, it then consumeth it 
selfe in the ground, and passing under the 
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same about 500. mile, issueth out againe, and A.D. 1588. 
falleth into the lake of Kitay, as I have before 
declared. 

The 7. of December following, we arrived at 
a Casile called Kait subject to a Soltan called Saramet 
Soltan, who meant to have robbed all Christians, in 
the Caravan, had it not bene for feare of his brother 
the king of Urgence, as we were informed by one of 
his chiefest counsellers, who willed us to make him 
a present, which he tooke, and delivered : besides, 
we paid at the said castle for custome of every camel 
one red hide of Russia, besides pety gifts to his 
officers. 

Thus proceeding in our journey, the 10. day at 
night being at rest and our watch set, there came 
unto us foure horsemen, which we tooke as spies, 
from whom we tooke their weapons and bound 
them, and having well examined them, they con- 
fessed that they had seene the tract of many 
horsemen, and no footing of camels, & gave us to 
understand that there were rovers and _ theeves 
abroade : for their travaile few people that are true 
and peaceable in that Countrey, but in companie of 
Caravan, where there be many camels: and horse- 
feeting new without camels were to be doubted. 
Whereupon we consulted & determined amongst 
our selves, and sent a poste to the said Soltan of 
Kayte, who immediately came himselfe with 300. 
men, and mette these foure suspected men which we 
sent unto him, and examined them so streightly and 
threatned them in such sort, that they confessed, 
there was a banished Prince with 40, men 3. daies 
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A.D. 1888. journey forward, who lay in wait to destroy us if 
he could, and that they themselves were of his 
company. a 

The Soltan, therefore understanding, that the 
theeves were not many, appointed us 80 men well 
armed with a Captaine to goe with us, and conduct 
usin our way. And the Soltan himselfe returned 
backe againe, taking the foure theeves with him. 
These souldiers travailed with us two dayes, con- 
suming much of our victuals. And the 3. day in 
the morning very earely they set out before our 
Caravan and having ranged the wildernes for the 
space of foure houres, they mette us, coming towards 
us as fast as their horse could runne, and declared 
that they had founde the tract of horses not farre 
from us, perceiving well that we should meete with 
enemies, and therefore willed us to appoint our 
selves for them, and asked us what wee would give 
them to conduct us further, or els they would 
returne. To whom we offered as we thought good, 
but they refused our offer, and would have more, 
and so we not agreeing they departed from us, and 
went back to their Soltan, who (as wee conjectured) 
was privie to the conspiracie. But they being gone 
certaine Tartars of our companie called holy men, 
(because they had bene at Mecha) caused the whole 
Caravan to stay, and would make their prayers and 
devine howe wee should prosper in our journey and 
whether we should meet with any ill company or no ? 
To which our whole Caravan did agree. And they 
tooke certaine sheepe and killed them, and tooke 
the blade bones of the same, and first sodde, and 
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then burnt them, and tooke of the blood of the said A.D. 1558. 
sheepe, and mingled it with the powder of the saide 
bones, and wrote certaine Characters with the saide 
blood, using many other ceremonies and wordes, 
and by the same devined and found, that wee should 
meete with enemies and theeves (to our great trouble) 
but should overcome them, to which sorcerie, I and 
my companie gave no credit, but we found it true, 
for within 3. houres after that the souldiers departed 
from us, which was the 15. day of December, in the 
morning, we escried farre off divers horsemen which 
made towards us, and we (perceiving them to be 
rovers) gathered our selves together, being 40 of us 
wel appointed and able to fight, and we made our 
prayers together every one after his lawe, professing 
to live and die one with another, and so prepared 
our selves. When the theeves were nigh unto us, 
we perceived them to be in number 37. men well 
armed, and appointed with bowes, arrowes and 
swords, and with a captaine a prince banished from 
his Countrey. They willed us to yeeld our selves, 
or els to be slaine, but wee defied them wherewith 
they shotte at us all at once, and wee at them very 
hotly, and so continued our fight from morning 
until two houres within night divers men, horses 
and camels being wounded and slaine on both 
parties and had it not bene for 4. handgunnes which 
I and my companie had and used, we had bene 
overcome and destroyed: for the theeves were 
better armed and were also better archers than we ; 
But after wee had slaine divers of their men and 
horses with our gunnes, they durst not approach so 
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A.D, 1858. nigh, which caused them to come to a truce with us 
untill the next morning, which we accepted, and 
encamped ourselves upon a hill, and made the 
fashion of a Castle, walling it about with packes of 
wares, and laide our horses and camels within the 
same to save them from the shotte of arrowes: 
and the theeves also incamped within an arrowe 
shotte of us, but they were betwixt us and the water, 
which was to our great discomfort, because neither 
we nor our camels had drunke in 2. dayes before. 

Thus keeping good watch, when halfe the night 
was spent, the Prince of the theeves sent a messenger 
halfe way unto us, requiring to talke with our 
Captaine, in their tongue, the Caravan Basha, who 
answered the messenger, I will not depart from my 
companie to goe into the halfe way to talke with 
thee: but if that thy Prince with all his companie 
will sweare by our Lawe to keepe the truce, then 
will I senda man to talke with thee, or els not: 
Which the Prince understanding as well himselfe 
as his company, swore so loude that we might all 
heare. And then we sent one of our company 
(reputed a holy man) to talke with the same mes- 
senger. The message was pronounced aloude in 
this order, Our Prince demaundeth of the Caravan 
Basha, and of all you that be Bussarmans, (that is 
to say circumcised) not desiring your bloods, that 
you deliver into his hands as many Caphars, that is, 
unbeleevers (meaning us the Christians) as are 
among you with their goods, and in so doing, 
hee will suffer you to depart with your goods in 
quietnesse, and on the contrary you shall be handled 
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with no lesse cruelty then the Caphars, if hee over- A.D. 1558. 
come you, as he doubteth not. To the which our 
Caravan Basha answered, that he had no Christians 
in his company nor other strangers, but two Turkes 
which were of their Law, and although hee had, 
hee would rather die then deliver them, and that 
we were not afraide of his threatnings and that 
should he know when day appeared. And so 
passing in talke, the theeves (contrary to their othe) 
caried our holy man away to their Prince, crying 
with a lowde voyce in token of victory, Ollo, ollo. 
Wherewith we were much discomforted, fearing 
that that holy man would betray us: but he being 
cruelly handled and much examined, would not 
to death confesse any thing which was to us 
prejudiciall, neither touching us, nor yet what men 
they had slaine and wounded of ours the day 
before. When the night was spent, in the morning 
we prepared our selves to battel againe: which the 
theeves perceiving, required to fall to agreement 
& asked much of us: And to be briefe, the most 
parte of our companie being loth to go to battel 
againe, and having litle to loose & safeconduct 
to passe we were compelled to agree, and to give 
the theeves 20 ninths (that is to say 20 times 9 
severall things, and a camell to cary away the same, 
which being received, the theeves departed into the 
wildernes to their old habitation, and we went on 
our way forward. And that night came to the river 
Oxus, where we refreshed our selves, having bene 3. 
dayes without water and drinke and tarried there all 
the next day, making mery with our slaine horses and 
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A.D, 1558. camels, and then departed from that place & for feare 
of meeting with the said theeves againe or such like 
we left the highway which went along the said 
river,and passed through a wildernes of sand, and 
travelled 4 dayes in the same before we came to 
water: and then came to a wel the water being 
very brackish, and we then as before were in neede 
of water, and of other victuals, being forced to kill 
our horses and camels to eate. 

In this wildernes also we had almost fallen into 
the hands of theeves : for one night being at rest, 
there came certaine scoutes, and caried away certaine 
of our men which lay a little separated from the 
Caravan, where with there was a great shoute and 
crie, and we immediately laded our camels, and 
departed being about midnight and very darke, and 
drove sore till we came to the river Oxus againe, and 
then we feared nothing being walled with the said 
river : and whether it was for that we had gotten 
the water, or for that the same theeves were far from 
us when the scouts discovered us we knowe not, 
but we escaped that danger. 

So upon the 23 day of December wee arrived 
at the citie of Boghar in the lande of Bactria. This 
Boghar is situated in the lowest part of all the land, 
walled about with a high wall of earth, with divers 
gates into the same : it is divided into 3 partitions, 
whereof two parts are the kings, and the 3 part is 
for Marchants and markets, and every science hath 
their dwelling and market by themselves. The Citie 
is very great, and the houses for the most part 
of earth, but there are also many houses, temples and 
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monuments of stone sumptuously builded and gilt, A.D. 1558. 
and specially bathstoves so artificially built, that the 
light thereof is not in the world : the maner whereof 
is too long to rehearse. There is a little river 
running through the middest of the said Citie, but 
the water thereof is most unholsome, for it breedeth 
sometimes in men that drinke thereof, and especially 
in them that be not there borne, a worme of an ell 
long, which lyeth commonly in the legge betwixt 
the flesh and the skinne, and is pluckt out about the 
ancle with great art and cunning, the Surgeons being 
much practised therein, and if shee breake in 
plucking out, the partie dieth and every day she 
cometh out about an inch which is rolled up and so 
worketh till she be all out. And yet it is there for- 
bidden to drinke any other thing then water, & mares 
milke, and whosoever is found to breake that law is 
whipped and beaten most cruelly through the open 
markets, and there are officers appointed for the 
same, who have authoritie to goe into any mans 
house to search if he have either aquavitz, wine, or 
brage, and finding the same, doe break the vessels, 
spoile the drinke, and punish the masters of the 
house most cruelly, yea, and many times if they 
perceive but by the breath of a man that he hath 
drunke without further examination he shall not 
escape their hands. 

There is a Metropolitane in this Boghar who 
causeth this law to bee so streightly kept : and he is 
more obeyed then the king and will depose the king 
and place another at his will and pleasure, as he did 
by this king that raigned at our being there, and his 
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A.D. 4558. predecessour, by the meanes of the sayd Metropoli- 
tan: for he betrayed him, and in the night slewe 
him in his chamber, who was a Prince that loved all 
Christians well. This Countrey of Boghar was some- 
time subject to the Persians, & do now speake the 
Persian tongue, but yet now it is a kingdome of it 
selfe, and hath most cruel warres continually with 
the sayd Persians about their religion, although they 
be all Mahometists. 

One occasion of their wars is, for that the 
Persians will not cut the haire of their upper lips, as 
the Bogharians and all other Tartars doe, which 
they accompt great sinne, and cal them Caphars, 
that is unbeleevers, as they doe the Christians. 

The King of Boghar hath no great power or 
riches, his revenues are but small, and he is most 
mainteined by the citie: for he taketh the tenth 
penie of all things that are there solde, as well by 
the craftsmen as by the marchants, to the great 
impoverishment of the people, whom he keepeth in 
great subjection, and when he lacketh money, he 
sendeth his officers to the shoppes of the sayd 
marchants to take their wares to pay his debts, and 
will have credite of force, as the like he did to pay 
me certaine money that he owed me for 19 pieces of 
Kersey. Their money is silver and copper, for gold 
there is none currant: they have but one piece of 
silver, & that is worth 12 pence English, and the 
copper money are called Pooles, and 120 of them 
goeth the value of the said 12. pence, and is more 
common paiment then the silver, which the king 
causeth to rise and fall to his most advantage every 
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other moneth, and sometimes twise a moneth, not A.D. 1558. 
caring to oppresse his people, for that he loketh not 

to reigne above 2 or 3 yeres before he be either 

slaine or driven away, to the great destruction of the 
countrey and merchants, 

The 26 day of the moneth I was commanded 
to come before the said King, to whom I presented 
the Emperour of Russia his letters, who interteined 
us most gently, and caused us to eate in his presence, 
and divers times he sent for me, and devised with 
me familiarly in his secret chamber, as well of the 
power of the Emperour, and the great Turke, as also 
of our countries lawes, and religion, and caused us 
to shoote in handguns before him, and did himselfe 
practise the use thereof. But after all this great 
intertainement before my departure he showed him- 
selfe a very Tartar : for he went to the wars owing 
me money and saw me not payd before his departure. 
And although indeede he gave order for the same, 
yet was I verie ill satisfied, and forced to rebate part 
and to take wares as payment for the rest contrary 
to my expectation: but of a begger better paiment I 
could not have and glad I was so to be paid and 
dispatched. 

But yet I must needs praise & commend this 
barbarous king, who immediately after my arrivall at 
Boghar having understoode our trouble with the 
theeves, sent 100 men well armed, and gave them 
great charge not to returne before they had either 
slaine or taken the sayd theeves. Whoaccording to 
their commission ranged the wildernes in such sort, 
that they met with the said company of theeves, and 
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A.D. 1558. slew part and part fledde, and foure they took and 
brought unto the king, and two of them were sore 
wounded in our skirmish with our gunnes : And 
after the King had sent for me to come to see them, 
he caused them all 4 to be hanged at his palace gate, 
because they were Gentlemen, to the example of 
others. And of such goods as were gotten againe, 
I had part restored me and this good justice I found 
at his hands. 

There is yerely great resort of Marchants to this 
Citie of Boghar, which’ travaile in great Caravans 
from the countries there about adjoining, as India, 
Persia, Balgh, Russia, with divers others and in 
times past from Cathay, when there was passage : 
but these Marchants are so beggerly and poore, and 
bring so little quantitie of wares lying two or 3 
yeeres to-sell the same, that there is no hope of any 
good trade there to be had worthy the following. 

The chiefe commodities that are brought thither 
out of these foresayd Countreys, are these following. 

The Indians doe bring fine whites which the 
Tartars do all roll about their heads & al other kinds 
of whites, which serve for apparell made of cotton wooll 
and crasko, but golde, silver, precious stones, and 
spices they bring none. 1 enquired and perceived 
that all such trade passeth to the Ocean sea, and the 
vaines where all such things are gotten are in the 
subjection of the Portingals. The Indians carie 
from Boghar againe wrought silkes, red hides, slaves. 
and horses, with such like, but of Kerseis and other 
cloth they make little accompt. I offered to barter with 
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furthest parts of India, even from the Countrey of A.D. 1558. 
Bengala, and the river Ganges, to give them Kerseis 

for their commodities, but they would not barter for 

such commoditie as cloth. 

The Persians do bring thither Craska, wollen 
cloth, linnen cloth, divers kindes of wrought pide 
silkes, Argomacks, with such like, and doe carie from 
thence redde hides with other russe wares and slaves, 
which are of divers countreies, but cloth they will by 
none, for that they bring thither themselves, and is 
brought unto them as I have inquired from Aleppo 
in Syria, and the parts of Turkie. The Russes doe 
carie unto Boghar redde hides, sheepeskinnes wollen 
cloth of divers sorts, woodden vessels, bridles, sad- 
dles, with such like, and doe carie away from thence 
divers kindes of wares made of cotton wooll, divers 
kindes of silkes, Crasca, with other things, but there 
is but small utterance. From the Countreis of 
Cathay are brought thither in time of peace, and 
when the way is open, musk, rubarbe, satten, 
damaske, with divers other things. At my being at 
Boghar, there came Caravans out of all these fore- 
said countries except from Cathay: and the cause 
why there came none from thence was the great 
warres that had dured 3 yeres before my comming 
thither, and yet dured betwixt 2 great countries & 
cities of Tartars, that are directly in the way betwixt 
the said Boghar and the said Cathay, and certaine 
barbarous fielde people, as well Gentiles as Maho- 
metists bordering to the said Cities. The Cities are 
called Taskent and Caskar, and the people that warre 
against Taskent are called Cassaks of the law of 
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A.D. 1558. Mahomet: and they which warre with the sayd 
countrey of Caskar are called Kings, Gentiles & 
idolaters. These 2 barbarous nations are of great 
force living in the fields without house or towne, 
& have almost subdued the foresaid cities, & so 
stopped up the way, that it is impossible for any 
Caravan to passe unspoiled: so that 3 yeres before 
our being there, no caravan had gone, or used trade 
betwixt the countries of Cathay and Boghar, and 
when the way is cleare, it is nine moneths journey. 

To speake of the said countrey of Cathay, and 
of such newes as I have heard thereof, I have 
thought it best to reserve it to our meeting. I having 
made my solace at Boghar in the Winter time, and 
having learned by much inquisition, the trade thereof, 
as also of all the other countries thereto adjoyning, 
and the time of the yeere being come, for all Caravans 
to depart, and also the King being gone to the 
watres, and newes come that he was fled, and I 
advertised by the Metropolitan himselfe, that I should 
depart, because the towne was likely to bee beseiged : 
I thought it good and meete, to take my journey 
some way, and determined to have gone from thence 
into Persia, and to have seene the trade of that 
countrey although I had enformed my selfe suf- 
ficiently thereof, as well at Astracan, as at Boghar : 
and perceived well the trades not to be much unlike 
the trades of Tartaria: but when I should have 
taken my journey that way, it was let by divers 
occasions ; the one was the great wars that did 
newly begin betwixt the Sophie and the Kings of 
Tartaria, whereby the waies were destroyed: and 
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there was a caravan destroied with rovers & theeves, 
which came out of India and Persia by safe con- 
duct, and about ten daies journey from Boghar, they 
were robbed and a great part slaine. Also the 
Metropolitan of Boghar who is greater than the 
king, tooke the Emperors letters of Russia from me, 
without which I should have bene taken slave in 
every place : also all such wares as I had received 
in barter for cloth and as I tooke perforce of the 
king, & other his Nobles in paiment of money due 
unto me, were not vendible in Persia : for which 
causes, and divers others, I was constrained to come 
backe againe to Mare Caspium the same way I went : 
so that the eight of March 1559, we departed out of 
the said Citie of Boghar, being a caravan of 600 
camels : and if we had not departed when we did, 
I and my company had bene in danger to have lost 
life and goods. For ten daies after our departure, 
the King of Samarcand came with an armie, and 
beseiged the said Citie of Boghar, the King being 
absent and gone to the wars against another prince 
his kinsman, as the like chanceth in those Coun- 
tries once in two or three yeres. For it is marvell, 
if a king reigne there above three or foure yeres, to 
the great destruction of the Countrey and Marchants. 

The 25 of March, we came to the foresayd 
towne of Urgence, and escaped the danger of 400 
rovers, which lay in waite for us backe againe, being 
the most of them of kindred to that company of 
theeves, which we met with going foorth, as we 
perceived by foure spies, which were taken. There 
were in my company, and committed to my charge, 
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A.D. 1558. two ambassadors, the one from the king of Boghar, 
the other from the king of Balke, and were sent 
unto the Emperor of Russia. And after having 
taried at Urgence, and the Castle of Sellysure eight 
daies, for the assembling, and making ready of our 
caravan, the second of Aprill we departed from 
thence, having foure moe ambassadors in our com- 
panie, sent from the king of Urgence and other 
Soltans, his brethren, unto the Emperor of Russia, 
with answere of such letters as I brought them : and 
the same ambassadors were also committed unto my 
charge by the sayde kings and princes : to whome I 
promised most faithfully, and swore by our law, 
that they should be well used in Russland, and 
suffered to depart from thence againe in safetie, 
according as the Emperor had written also in his 
letters : for they somewhat doubted because there 
had none gone out of Tartaria into Russia, of long 
time before. 

The 23 of Aprill we arrived at the Mare Caspium 
againe, where we found our barke which we came 
in, but neither anker, cable, cocke, nor saile : never- 
thelesse wee brought hempe with us, and spunne a 
cable our selves, with the rest of our tackling, and 
made us a saile of cloth, of cotton wooll, and rigged 
our barke as wellas we could, but boate or anker we 
had none. In the meane time being devising to make 
an anker of wood of a cart wheele, there arrived a 
barke which came from Astracan, with Tartars and 
Russes, which had 2 ankers, with whom I agreed for 
the one : and thus being in a readines, we set saile 
and departed, I, and the two Johnsons being Master 
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and Mariners our selves, having in our barke the A.D. 1559. 
said sixe ambassadors, and 25 Russes, which had 
bene slaves a long time in Tartaria, nor ever had 
before my comming, libertie, or meanes to get home, 
and these slaves served to rowe when neede was. 
Thus sailing sometimes along the coast and some- 
times out of sight of lande, the 13. day of May, 
having a contrary winde, wee came to an anker, 
being three leagues from the shoare, & there rose a 
sore storme, which continued 44. houres, and our 
cable being of our owne spinning, brake, and lost our 
anker, and being off a lee shoare and having no 
boate to helpe us, we hoysed our saile and bare 
roomer with the said shoare, looking for present 
death : but as God provided for us, we ranne into a 
creeke ful of oze, and so saved our selves with our 
barke, & lived in great discomfort fora time. For 
although we should have escaped with our lives the 
danger of the sea, yet if our barke had perished, we 
‘knew we should have bene either destroyed or taken 
slaves by the people of that Countrey, who live wildly 
in the field, like beasts, without house, or habitation. 
Thus when the storme, was seased, we went out of 
the creeke againe : and having set the land with our 
compasse, and taken certaine markes of the same, 
during the time of the tempest, whilest we ridde at 
our anker, we went directly to the place where we 
ridde, with our barke againe, and found our anker 
which wee lost : whereat the Tartars much marveiled, 
how we did it. While we were in the creeke, we 
made an anker of wood of cartwheeles, which we 
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A.D. 1559. wee had found our yron anker againe. Within 
two dayes after, there arose another great storme, at 
the Northeast, and we lay a trie, being driven far 
into the sea, and had much ado to keepe our barke 
from sinking, the billowe was so great: but at the 
last, having faire weather, we tooke the Sunne, and 
knowing howe the land lay from us, we fel with the 
River Yaik according to our desire, whereof the 
Tartars were very glad, fearing that wee should have 
bene driven to the coast of Persia, whose people 
were unto them great enemies. 

Note, that during the time of our Navigation, 
wee set up the redde crosse of S. George in our 
flagges, for the honour of the Christians, which 
I suppose was never seene in the Caspian sea before. 
We passed in this voyage divers fortunes : notwith- 
standing the 28 of May we arrived in safetie at 
Astracan and there remained till the tenth of June 
following, as well to prepare_us small boates, to goe 
up against the streame of Volga, with our goods, as 
also for the companie of the Ambassadours of 
Tartarie, committed unto me to bee brought to the 
presence of the Emperour of Russia. 

This Caspian sea (to say something of it) is in 
length about 200 leagues, and in breadth 150 without 
any issue to other seas: to the East part whereof, 
joyneth the great desert countrey of the Tartars, 
called Turkemen: to the West, the countreyes of 
the Chyrcasses, the mountaines of Caucasus, and the 
Mare Euxinum which is from the said Caspian sea 
a hundred leagues. To the North is the river Volga, 
and the land of Nagay, and to the South part joyne 
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the countreys of Medea and Persia. This sea is A.D. 1539. 
fresh water in many places and in other places as 
salt as our great Ocean. It hath many goodly Rivers 
falling into it, and it avoideth not it selfe except it 
be under ground. The notable Rivers that fall into 
it, are first the great River of Volga called in the 
Tartar tongue Edell, which springeth out of a lake 
in a marrish or plaine ground, not farre from the 
Citie of Novogrode in Russia, and it is from the 
spring to the Sea, above two thousande English 
miles. It hath divers other goodly Rivers falling 
into it as out of Siberia, Yaic, and Yern: Also out 
of the mountaines of Caucasus, the rivers of Cyrus 
and Arash, and divers others. 

As touching the trade of Shamaky in Media 
and Tebris, with other townes in Persia, I have 
enquired, and do well understand that it is even 
like to the trades of Tartaria, that is little utterance, 
and small profite: and I have bene advertised that 
the chiefe trade of Persia is into Syria, and so 
transported into the Levant sea. The fewe shippes 
upon the Caspian Seas, the want of Mart and port 
Townes, the povertie of the people and the ice 
maketh that trade naught. 

At Astracan there were merchants of Shamaky, 
with whom I offered to barter, and to give them 
kersies for their wares, but they would not, saying, 
they had them as good cheape in their countrey, as 
I offred them, which was sixe rubbles for a kersie, 
that I asked: and while I was at Boghar, there 
were brought thither out of Persia, Cloth, and divers 
commodities of our countries which were sold as 
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The tenth day of June, we departed from 
Astracan towards the Mosco, having an hundred 
gunners ‘in our company at the Emperors charges, 
for the safe conduct of the Tartar Ambassadors and 
me. And the eight and twentieth day of July 
folowing, wee arrived at the citie of Cazan, having 
bene upon the way from Astracan thither, sixe 
weekes and more without any refreshing of victuals : 
for in all that way there is no habitation. 

The seventh of August folowing wee departed 
from Cazan, and transported our goods by water as 
farre as the citie of Morum, and then by land : so 
that the second of September, we arrived at the 
citie of Mosco and the fourth day I came before 
the Emperours Majestie, kissed his hand, and 
presented him a white Cowes taile of Cathay, and a 
drumme of Tartaria, which he well accepted. Also 
I brought before him all the Ambassadors that were 
committed to my charge, with all the Russe slaves : 
and that day I dined in his majesties presence, and 
at dinner, his Grace sent me meate by a Duke, & 
asked me divers questions touching the lands and 
countreis where I had bene. And thus I remained 
at the Mosco about your affaires until the 17. day 
of February that.your wares were sent downe: and 
then having license of the Emperors Majestie to 
depart, the 21. day I came to your house at 
Vologhda, and there remained until the breaking up 
of the yere : and then having seene all your goods 
laden into your boates, 1 departed with the same, 
and arrived withall in safetie at Colmogro the 9. of 
May 1560. And here I cease for this time, 
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which by reason of the varietie of matter, I could 

make no shorter, and I beseech God to prosper all 

your attempts. 
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Jenkinson having returned to England is ad- 
mitted into the service of Queen Elizabeth ; is 
entrusted with a letter to the Emperor requesting 
licence and safe conduct to passe through his 
kingdome of Russia into Persia to the Great Sophie. 

He is also furnished with a letter from the 
Queen to the Greay Sophy of Persia, together witha 
remembrance or general instructions given by the 
Governours, Consuls, and Assistants of the Companie 
of Merchants trading into Russia (8 May 1561) in 
this our eight journey. 

He leaves England in the “Swallow” freighted 
by the Societie of the Merchants &c, &c, on the 
14th day of May 1561 and arrives at the Bay of St 
Nicholas on the 14th July in the same year. On his 
arrival at Moscow on the 20 August considerable 
delays occurred, and it was not until the 27 day of 
April 1562 that he left Moscow in Company of the 
Ambassadour of Persia with whom he had made 
friends and passing down the Volga arrived at 
Astrachan the 10 June 1562. | 

Leaving Astrachan on the 16 July after many 
perils of pirates and storms he comes to a port 
called Shabran on the 6 August and on the 20th of 
the same month he is invited to Shamaki to the 
Court of Obdolowcan king of Hircan or Shirvan. 

The description of his reception is best given 
in his own words :— 

“The King who kept his court at that time in 
the high mountaines in tents, distant from the said 
Shamaki twentie miles, to avoyd the injury of the 
heat : and the 20 day I came before his presence, 


119 


who gently interteined me, and having kissed his A.D, 1562. 
hands, he bad me to dinner, and commanded me to 
sit downe not farre from him. This king did sit in 
a very riche pavillion, wrought with silke and golde, 
placed very pleasantly, upon a hill side, of sixteene 
fathom long, and sixe fathom broad, having before 
him a goodly fountaine of faire water: whereof he 
& his nobility did drinke, he being a prince of a 
meane stature and of a fierce countenance, richly 
apparelled with long garments of silke, and cloth of 
gold, imbrodred with pearles and stone: upon his 
head was a tolipane with a sharpe ende standing 
upwards halfe a yard long, of rich cloth of golde, 
wrapped about with a piece of India silke of 
twentie yards long, wrought with golde, and 
on the left side of his tolipane stood a plume of 
fethers, set in a trunke of golde richly inameled, 
and set with precious stones: his earerings had 
pendants of golde a handfull long, with two great 
rubies of great value, set in the ends thereof: all 
the ground within his pavilion was covered with 
rich carpets, & under himselfe was spred a square 
carpet wrought with silver & golde, and therupon 
was layd two sutable cushions. Thus the king with 
his nobility sitting in his pavilion with his legs 
a crosse, and perceiving that it was painfull for me 
so to sit, his highnesse caused a stoole to be brought 
in, & did will me to sit thereupon, after my fashion. 
Dinner time then approching, divers clothes were 
spred upon the ground, and sundry dishes served, 
and set in a ranke with divers kindes of meats, to 
the number of 140 dishes, as I numbred them, which 


120 


A.D, 1562. being taken away with the table clothes, and others 
spred, a banket of fruits of sundry kindes, with 
other banketting meates, to the number of 150 
dishes, were brought in: so that two services occu- 
pied 290 dishes, and at the end of the sayd dinner 
& banket, the king said unto me, Quoshe quelde, 
that is to say, Welcome: and called for a cup of 
water to be drawen at a fountaine, and tasting 
thereof, did deliver me the rest, demanding how 
I did like the same, and whether there were so good 
in our countrey or not: unto whom I answered in 
such sort, that he was therewith contented : then he 
proponed unto me sundry questions, both touching 
religion, and also the state of our countreys, and 
further questioned whether the Emperor of Almaine, 
the Emperor of Russia, or the great Turke, were of 
most power, with many other things too long here 
to rehearse, to whom I answered as I thought most 
meet. Then he demanded whether I intended to 
goe any further, and the cause of my comming: 
unto that I answered, that I was sent with letters 
from the Queenes most excellent Majesty of England 
unto the great Sophy, to intreat freindship and free 
passage, and for his safeconduct to be granted unto 
English merchants to trade into his Segniories, with 
the like also to be granted to his subjects, when they 
should come into our countreys, to the honour and 
wealth of both realmes, and commodity of both 
their subjects, with divers other words, which I omit 
to rehearse. This sayd king much allowing this 
declaration sayd, that he would not onely give me 
passage, but also men to safeconduct me unto the 
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sayd Sophy, lying from the forsayd citie of Shamaki A.D. 1562, 
thirtie dayes journey, up into the land of Persia, at 
a castle called Casbin.” 

Jenkinson remained at Shamaki until the 
6 October 1562 to provide Camels, horses, and other 
necessaries for his journey, and departing thence, we 
will again make use of his own narrative :— 

“The 6 of October in the yeere aforesayd, I 
with my company departed from Shamachi afore- 
said, and having journeyed threescore miles, came to 
a towne called Yavate, wherein the king hath a faire 
house, with orchards and gardens well replenished 
with fruits of all sorts. By this towne passeth a great 
river called Cor, which springeth in the mountaines 
of the Georgians, & passing thorow the countrey of 
Hircania aforesayd, falleth into the Caspian or Hircan 
sea, at a place betweene two ancient townes called 
Shabran and Bachu, situate within the realme of 
Hircane, and from thence issueth further, passing 
thorow a fruitfull countrey, inhabited with pasturing 
people, which dwell in the summer season upon 
mountaines, and in Winter they remoove into the 
valleyes without resorting to townes or any other 
habitation : and when they remoove they doe 
journey in carravans or troops of people and cattell, 
carrying all their wives, children and baggage upon 
bullocks. Now passing this wilde people ten dayes 
journey, coming into no towne or house, the 
sixteenth day of October we arrived at a citie called 
Ardouill, were we were lodged in a hospitall builded 
with faire stone, and erected by this Sophies father 
named Ismael, onely for the succour and lodging of 
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A.D. 1562. strangers and other travellers, wherein all men have 
victuals and feeding for man and horse, for three 
dayes and no longer. This foresayd late prince 
Ismael lieth buried in a faire Meskit, with a 
sumptuous sepulchre in the same which he caused 
to be made in his life time. This towne Ardouill is 
in the latitude of eight and thirtie degrees, an 
ancient citie in the province of Aderravagan, wherein 
the Princes of Persia are commonly buried and there 
Alexander the great did keepe his Court when he 
invaded the Persians. Foure dayes journey to the 
Westward is the citie Tebris in old time called Tauris, 
the greatest citie in Persia, but not of such trade of 
merchandise as it hath bene, or as others be at this 
time, by meane of the great invasion of the Turke, 
who hath conquered from the Sophie almost to the 
sayd citie of Tauris, which the sayd Turke one 
sacked, and thereby caused the Sophie to forsake the 
same, and to keepe his court ten dayes journey from 
thence, at the sayd citie of Casbin. 

The 21 day we departed from Ordowil afore- 
sayd, travelling for the most part over mountaineS 
all in the night season, and resting in the day, being 
destitute of wood, and therefore were forced to use 
for fewell the dung of horses and camels, which we 
bought deare of the pasturing people. Thus passing 
ten days journey the yere aforesayd, the second day 
of November we arrived at the foresayd citie of 
Casbin, where the sayd Sophie keepeth his court, 
and were appointed to a lodging not farre from the 
kings pallace, and within dayes after the Sophie 
commanded a prince called Shalli Murzey, sonne to 
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Obdolowcan, king of Shirvan aforesayd, to send for AsD. 1562. 
me to his house, who asked me in the name of the 
said Sophy how I did, and whether I were in health, 
and after did welcome me, and invited me to dinner, 
whereat I had great enterteinment, and so from 
thence I returned to my lodging. The next day 
after I sent my interpreter unto the Sophies Secre- 
tarie, declaring that I had letters directed from our 
most gracious Sovereigne ladie the Queenes most 
excellent Majestie of the Realme of England, unto 
the sayd Sophy, and that the cause of my comming 
‘ was expressed in the same letters, desiring that at 
convenient time I might come into his Majesties 
presence, who advertising the Sophy thereof, shortly 
after answered me that there were great affaires in 
hand : which being finished, I should come before 
his presence, willing me in the meane time to make 
ready my present if I had any to deliver. 

At this time the Turks were concluding a “ per- 
petuall peace” with the Sophy, and the Turkish 
merchants had no desire for the presence of the 
trader Jenkinson, so we read that on, 

“ The 20 day of November aforesayd, I was sent 
for to come before the sayd Sophy, otherwise called 
Shaw Thomas, and about three of the clocke at 
afternoone I came to the Court, and in lighting from 
my horse at the Court gate, before my feet touched 
the ground, a paire of the Sophies owne shoes 
termed in the Persian tongue Basmackes, such as 
hee himselfe weareth when he ariseth in the night 
to pray (as is maner is) were put upon my feet, for 
without the same shoes I might not be suffred to 
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A.D. 1862. tread upon his holy ground, being a Christian, and 
called amongst them Gower, that is, unbeleever, and 
uncleane : esteeming all to be infidels and Pagans 
which do not beleeve as they do, in their false filthie 
prophets, Mahomet and Murtezalli. At the sayd 
Court gate the things that I brought to present his - 
Majestie with, were divided by sundry parcels to 
sundry servitors of the Court, to cary before me, for 
none of my company or servants might be suffered 
to enter into the Court with me, my interpreter onely 
excepted. Thus comming before his Majestie with 
such reverence as I thought meete to be used, I 
delivered the Queenes Majesties letters with my 
present, which hee accepting, demaunded of mee of 
what countrey of Franks I was, and what affaires I 
had there to doe ? Unto whom I answered that I 
was of the famous Citie of London within the noble 
Realme of England, and that I was sent thither from 
the most excellent and gracious soveraigne Lady 
Elizabeth Queene of the saide Realme for to treate 
of friendship, and free passage of our Merchants and 
people, to repaire and traffique within his dominions, 
for to bring in our commodities, and to carry away 
theirs to the honour of both princes, the mutuall 
commoditie of both Realmes, and wealth of the. 
Subjects, with other wordes here omitted He then 
demaunded me in what language the letters were 
written, I answered in the Latine, Italian and 
Hebrew : well said he, we have none within our 
Realme that understand those tongues. Whereupon 
I answered that such a famous and worthy prince 
(as hee was) wanted not people of all nations within 
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his large dominions to interprete the same. Then A.D. 1862. 
he questioned with me of the state of our Countreys, 
and of the power of the Emperour of Almaine, king 
Philip, and the great Turke, and which of them was 
of most power: whom I answered to his contenta- 
tion, not dispraysing the great Turke, their late 
concluded friendship considered. Then hee rea- 
soned with mee much of Religion, demaunding 
whether I were a Gower, that is to say, an 
unbeleever, or a Muselman, that is, of Ma- 
homets lawe. Unto whom I answered, that I 
‘was neither unbeleever nor Mahometan, but 
a Christian. What is that, said he unto the king 
of the Georgians sonne, who being a Christian was 
fled unto the said Sophie, and he answered that 
a Christian was he that beleeveth in Jesus Christ, 
affirming him to be the son of God, and the greatest 
Prophet. Dost thou beleeve so, said the Sophie 
unto me? Yea that I do, said I: Oh thou un- 
beleever, said he, we have no neede to have friendship 
with the unbeleevers, and so willed me to depart. 
I being glad thereof did reverence and went my way, 
being accompanied by many of his gentlemen and 
others, and after me followed a man with a Basanet 
of sand, sifting all the way that I had gone within 
the said pallace, even from the said Sophies sight 
unto the Court gate.” 

However after much negociation Jenkinson 
makes friends with the Sophy who on the 20th March 
1563 sent him a rich garment of cloth of gold and 
so dismissed him without any harme. 

Jenkinson on his return journey obtains privi- 
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leges from Obdolowcan King of Shirvan and 


Hercania as follows :— 


A copie of the priviledges given by Obdolowcan 
King of Hireania, to the Company of English 
merchants Adventurers for Russia, Persia, 
and Mare Caspium, with all the lands and 
countreys adjoyning to the same, obtained 
by M. Anthonie Jenkinson at his being there 
about the affaires of the said company, 
April 14. Anno 1563. 


We Obdolowcan by the mightie power of God 
maker of heaven and of earth appointed and now 
raigning king of Shirvan aud Hircan, of our meere 
motion and great goodnes, at the earnest sute and 
request of our favoured and welbeloved Anthonie 
Jenkinson Ambassadour, have given and graunted 
unto the right worshipfull Sir William Garret, Sir 
William Chester, Sir Thomas Lodge, M. Richard 
Mallarie, and M. Richard Chamberlaine, with all 
their company of merchants, Adventurers of the 
Citie of London in England, free libertie, safe con- 
duct, and licence to come or sende their factors in 
trade of merchandize into our countreys, and to buy 
and sell with our merchants and others, either for 
ready money or barter, and to tarry and abide in our 
countrey, so long as they will, and to goe away when 
they list, without impediment, let, or hinderance, 
either of body or goods. 

And further our commaundement and pleasure 
is, that the said English merchants with their 
company, shall pay no maner of custome for wares, 


127 


which they or their factors shal buy or sel within A.D. 1562. 
our dominions. And if at any time our customers 
or other officers, or any of them, doe disturbe 
misuse, force or constraine the said English mer- 
chants or any of them, or their factors, to pay any 
maner of custome or duetie for any wares they bring 
in or cary out of our dominions contrary to this our 
commandement, and the same be knowen unto us, 
then we will that the saide customers and officers 
shall loose & be put out of their said offices, with 
our further displeasure, and the saide English mer- 
_ chants to have restored all such money & wares as 
our customers have taken of them for our said 
custome. And whensoever the saide English mer- 
chants or their factors shall bring any maner of 
wares meete for our treasurie, then our treasurer 
shall take the said wares into our treasurie, and shall 
give unto the said English merchants, either ready 
money or raw silkes, to the value of their saide 
wares. And wheresoever this our letter of priviledges 
shall bee seene and read within our dominion, we 
straightly wil and command that it take effect, and 
be obeyed in al points. 

Dated at our place of Javat, the day and yere 
above written, and sealed with our princely seale, 
and firmed by our Secretarie in the 12. yeere of our 
raigne. 

On the 30 May 1563 Jenkinson arrives at 4.p, 4563, 
Astrachan having passed no lesse dangers upon the 
Sea in our returne that we sustained in our going 
forth and his own narrative will describe his 


return from Moscow :— 
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“Moscow, where I arrived the twentieth day 
of August 1563. in safetie, thanks bee to God, with 
all such goods, merchandizes and jewels, as I had 
provided as well for the Emperours stocke and 
accompt, as also of yours, all which goods I was 
commaunded to bring into the Emperours treasurie 
before it was opened, which I did, and delivered 
those parcels of wares which were for his Majesties 
accompt, videlicet, precious stones, and wrought 
silkes of sundry colours and sortes, much to his 
highnesse contentation, and the residue belonging 
to you, viz. Crasko, and rawe silkes, with other 
merchandizes (as by accompt appeareth) were 
brought unto your house, whereof part there re- 
mained, and the rest was laden in your shippes 
lately returned. 

Shortly after my comming to the Mosco, I 
came before the Emperours Majestie, and presented 
unto him the apparell given unto me by the Sophie, 
whose highnesse conferred with mee touching the 
princes affaires which he had committed to my 
charge: and my proceedings therein it pleased 
him so to accept, that they were much to his 
contentation, saying unto mee, I have perceived 
your good service, for the which I doe thanke you, 
and will recompence you for the same, wishing 
that I would travell againe in such his other 
affaires, wherein hee was minded to employ mee: 
to whom I answered, that it was to my heartie 
rejoycing that my service was so acceptable unto 
his highnesse, acknowledging all that I had done to 
bee but of duetie, humbly beseeching his grace to 
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continue his goodnesse unto your worships, and 
even at that instant I humbly requested his Majestie 
to vouchsafe to graunt unto you a newe priviledge 
more ample then the first, which immediately was 
graunted, and so I departed. And afterwards having 
penned a briefe note howe I meant to have the same 
priviledges made, I repaired dayly to the Secretary 
for the perfecting of the same, and obtained it under 
his Majesties broade seale, which at my departure 
from thence I delivered unto the custody of Thomas 
Glover your Agent there. The copy whereof, and 
' also of the other priviledges graunted and given by 
the king of Hircan, I have already delivered unto 
you. Sojourning all that winter at Mosco, and in 
the meane time having bargained with the Emperours 
Majestie, I sent away your servant Edward Clarke 
hither overland with advise, and also made prepara- 
tion for sending againe into Persia in meete time of 
the yeere. And committing the charge thereof unto 
your servants Thomas Alcocke George Wrenne, and 
Richard Cheinie, the 28 June last I departed in poste 
from the saide Mosco, and comming to Colmogro 
and so downe to the Sea side, I found your ships 
laden and ready to depart, where I embarked my 
selfe in your good ship called the Swallow, the 9. of 
July, one thousand five hundred sixtie foure, and 
having passed the Seas with great and extreme 
dangers of losse of shippe, goods and life, the 28 day 
of September 1564 (God be praised) we arrived here 
at London in safetie.” 

Jenkinson on his arrival in Moscow as above 
stated despatched a second expedition into Persia 
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under the charge of one Thomas Alcock (who was 
slaine there) and George Wreane and Ric. Cheinie 
servants to the worshipful companie of Moscovie mer- 
chants. A letter written by Richard Cheinie giving an 
account of this journey cautions the Company among 
other recommendations against the employment of 
riotous livers and drunkards. 

A thirde voyage into Persia was begun in the 
yeere 1565 by Richard Johnson, Alexander Kitchen 
and Arthur Edwards ; the latter in a letter written 
the 8th August 1566 from the towne of Shamaki in 
Media, to the right worshipfull the Governours, 
Consuls, Assistants, and generalitie of the Companie 
of Russia &c, shews his accesse unto the Emperor 
of Persia his conference with him, his obtaining of a 
priviledge with divers others good observations. 

Richard Johnson appears at the least to have 
been somewhat negligent and careless as the follow- 
ing extract from the above letter will shew :— 

“The bils of debts that Rich. Johnson left 
with me, had neither the parties name nore summe 
of mony in two of them, and in other bils but his 
own name. If I had not used discretion in causing 
to be written in our priviledge, that such debtes as 
are owing, should be paied any of us in the absence 
of the other, some men would not have paied one 
penie, but onely to Richard Johnson, who hath 
written but his owne name onely in the bils.” 

Some of the servants of the Companie had 
other faults :— 

“You shall understand that I have written two 
letters of all my proceedings, which I sent from 
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Casbin long since: to wit, the 24. and 29 of June A.D. 1566. 
last, by one of your servants to Gilan, there to take 
ship and goe to Astracan, and to deliver the same 
unto your Factors, which might have bene to their 
quietnes and mine, long agoe. But I am right sorie 
to heare since my comming hither, that he hath 
plaied the loitering merchant in Gilan, not going 
in those boats that went first, but taried for the last 
boats. But I will teach him, to the example of other, 
how he shall make haste hereafter in such affaires.” 

The letter ends with a commendation of Master 
Anthonie Jenkinson. 

“Master Anthonie Jenkinson hath deserved 
great commendation at all your worships hands: 
for the good report of his well and wise doings in 
those parts, was oftentimes a comfort to me to heare 
thereof, and some good helpe to me in my 
proceedings. To this day I never heard from any 
of our merchants. God graunt me in health to see 
your worships for I have had a carefull travell, with 
many a sorrowfull day and unquiet sleepes. Neither 
had I the company of one English person, to whom 
sometimes I might have eased my pensive heart, as 
God well knoweth, who hath delivered me from 
mine enemies. Thus almightie God graunt you in 
health and wealth long to live. 

your humble servant at commandement 
during life, 
Arthur Edwards” 

Edwards wrote a further letter on his return 
from Persia in Astracan on the 16, June 1567. 
setting forth the priviledges he had obtained from 
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Having occupied some considerable space with 
these Persian voyages and adventures it may be well 
to come back briefly to the affairs of the Company 
nearer home and in Russia. 

It was expected by the Company originally that 
they were to be the sole importers and exporters of 
commodities into and from Russia, the latter consist- 
ing of train oil, tallow, furs, felt, and cordage, masts 
and wax. Hemp was also sent in a rough state, but 
the Company soon established rope works so that 
the rope could be completed there. 

The intention was to trade fairly and generously 
with the Russians and so obtaina monopoly, as may 
be seen from the early instructions of the Company. 

This might have been accomplished, but the 
taking of Narva by the Russians gave them a port 
in the Baltic and one outside the limits existing when 
the Charter of 1555 was granted this induced certain 
Merchants not belonging to the Muscovy Co. to fit 
out expeditions to Narva and so interfered with 
the general trade of the Company that it was 
obliged to apply to Parliament, and in 1566 it~ 
obtained a. parliamentary confirmation of the 
original Royal Charter. A copy of this Act 
follows :— 

“An Act for the corporation of Merchants 
adventurers for the discovering of new trades, made in 
the eight yeere of Queene Elizabeth. Anno 1566.” 

“Whereas divers very good subjects of this 
Realme of England in the latter ende of the reigne 
of the late right high and mightie prince our 
Soveraigne Lord King Edward the sixt, at the 
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gracious incouragement, and right good liking of A.D. 1566, 
the said king, and by his Majesties liberall example, 
did at their adventure, and to their exceeding great 
charges, for the glory of God, the honor and increase 
of the revenues of the Crowne, and the common utilitie 
of the whole Realme of England, set forth three ships 
for the discovery by Sea, of Isles, lands, territorities, 
dominions, and Seigniories unknowen, and by the 
subjects of the sayd late king not commonly by 
seas frequented : and after that Almightie God had 
called to his mercie the said king, who died before 
the finishing and sealing of his most ample and 
gracious letters of priviledges promised to the said 
Subjects, as wel in consideration of the said enter- 
prise, as for divers other respects it pleased our late 
sovereigne Q. Mary, at the humble suites of the same 
subjects, to graunt by her letters Patents under the 
great Seale of England, bearing date at Westminster 
the 26. day of February, in the second yeere of her 
raigne, for the considerations mentioned in the said 
letters Patents, to the saide subjects being specially 
named in the saide letters Patents, and to their suc- 
cessors, that they by the name of Merchants 
adventurers of England, for the discoverie of lands, 
territories, Isles, dominions, and Seigniories un- 
knowen, and not before their late adventure or 
enterprise, by seas or Navigations commonly 
frequented, should be from thenceforth one body, 
and perpetual felowship and communaltie of them- 
selves, both in deed and in name, and that the same 
felowship and communaltie from thenceforth, should 
and might have one or two governours, foure 
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A.D, 1866. Consuls, and 24. assistants, of the said felowship 
and comminaltie of Merchants adventurers, and that 
they by the name of the Governour, Consuls, 
assistants, felowship, and comminaltie of Merchants 
adventurers for the discovery of lands, territories, 
Isles, dominions, and Seigniories unknowen, by the 
Seas and Navigations, and not before their said late 
adventure or enterprise, by Seas frequented, should 
or might be able in the lawe to implead and to bee 
impleaded, to answere and to be answered, to defend 
and to be defended, before whatsoever judge or 
justice temporall or spiritual, or other persons what- 
soever, in whatsoever court or courts, and in all 
actions, real, personal, and mixt, and in every of 
them, and in all plaints of Novel deseison, and also 
in all plaints, sutes, quarrels, affaires, businesse, and 
demaunds whatsoever they be, touching and con- 
cerning the said felowship and comminaltie, and the 
affaires and businesse of the same, only in as ample 
maner and forme, as any other corporation of this 
Realme might doe, giving also, and granting unto 
them by the said letters Patents, divers authorities, 
powers, jurisdictions, preheminences, franchises, 
liberties and priviledges, as by the same letters 
Patents more at large will appeare. 

And among other things mentioned in the said 
letters Patents, whereas one of the three ships, by 
the said fellowship before that time set foorth for 
the voyage of discovery aforesaid, named the 
Edward Bonaventure, had arrived within the Empire 
and dominions of the high and mightie prince Lord 
John Vasiliwich, Emperour of all Russia, Volodimer- 
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sky, great duke of Musky, &c. who received the A.D. 1566. 
Captaine and Merchants of the saide shippe very 
graciously, granting unto them freely to traffique 
with his subjects in all kinde of merchandises, with 
divers other gracious priviledges and_ liberties, 
therefore the said late Queene by the same letters 
Patents, for her, her heires and successors, did graunt 
that all the maine lands, Isles, ports, havens, creeks 
and rivers of the said mighty Emperour of all Russia, 
and great duke of Mosco, &c. and all and singular 
other lands, dominions, territories, Isles, ports, 
havens, creeks, rivers, armes of the seas, of al and 
every other Emperour, king, prince, ruler, or gover- 
ner whatsoever he or they be, before the said late 
adventure or enterprise not knowen, or by the 
aforesaid merchants and subjects of the said king 
and Queene, by the seas not commonly frequented, 
nor any part or parcell thereof, and lying Northwards, 
Northeastwards, or Northwestwards, as in the said 
letters patents is mentioned, should not be visited, 
frequented nor haunted by any the subjects of the 
said late Queene, other then of the said company 
and felowship, and their successors, without expresse 
licence, agreement, & consent of the Governer, 
Consuls, and Assistants of the said felowship, and 
communaltie, or the more part of them, in maner 
& forme, as is expressed in the saide letters patents, 
upon paine of forfeiture and losse as well of the ship 
and ships, with the appurtenances, as also of the 
goods, merchandizes, and things whatsoever they be 
of those the subjects of the said late Queene not 
being of the saide felowship and communaltie, which 
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A.D. 1566, should attempt or presume to saile to any of those 
places which then were, or after should happen to 
be found and traffiqued unto, the one halfe of the 
same forfeiture to be to the use of the said late 
Queene, her heires & successors, and the other halfe 
to be to the use of the said felowship & communaltie, 
as by the same letters patents more plainly will 
appeare. 

Since the making of which letter patens, the 
said fellowship have, to their exceeding great costes, 
losses and expences, not onely by their trading into 
the said dominions of the saide mightie prince of 
Russia, &c. found out convenient way to saile into 
the saide dominions: but also passing thorow 
the same, and over the Caspian sea, have discovered 
very commodious trades into Armenia, Media, 
Hyrcania, Persia, and other dominions in Asia Minor, 
hoping by Gods grace to discover also the countrey 
of Cathaia, and other regions very convenient to be 
traded into by merchants of this realme, for the 
great benefite and commodities of the same. 

And forasmuch as divers subjects of this 
realme, understanding the premises, and perceiving 
that now after the charge and travel aforesaid, 
divers wares and merchandizes are brought by the 
saide fellowship into this Realme, out of the 
dominions already discovered, which bee within 
this realme of good estimation, minding for their 
peculiar gaine, utterly to decay the trade of the 
sayde fellowship, have contrary to the tenor of the 
same letters patents, in great disorder traded into 
the dominions of the said mightie prince of Russia, 
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&c. to the great detriment of this common wealth ; A.D. 1566. 
And for that the name by which the saide felowship 
is incorporated by the letters patents aforesaid, is 
long & consisteth of very many words: Therefore 
be it enacted by the Queenes most excellent Majestie, 
the Lords spiritul and temporal, & the commons in 
this present parliament assembled, and by authoritie 
of the same, that the saide felowship, company, 
society and corporation made or created by the said 
letters patents, shal at al time & times from hence- 
forth be incorporated, named and called onely by 
the name of the fellowship of English Merchants, 
for discovery of new trades, and by the same name 
for ever shall and may continue a perpetuall body 
incorporate in deede and name, and onely by the 
same name from henceforth, shall implead, and be 
impleaded, answere and be answered, defend and be 
defended, sue and bee sued, in whatsoever courts 
and places, and shall and may by the same name 
bee inabled to purchase, have, holde, possesse, 
reteine, and enjoy whatsoever manors, landes, 
tenements, rents, reversions, services, & heredita- 
ments not exceeding a hundred marks yeerely, not 
being holden to the Queenes majestie, her heires, 
or successors by knights service in Capite, and all 
goods, merchandizes, chattels, and other things 
whatsoever, and shall and may by the same name 
make and do all things as any other corporation 
may do, and also shall have and enjoy all and singular 
the liberties, privileges, jurisdictions, franchises, 
preheminences, powers, authorities, and things, and 
may doe and execute all other matters and things in 
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A.D. 1866. the sayde letters patents mentioned, or in any wise 
conteined. And that no part nor parcell of the maine 
lands, Isles, ports, havens, roades, creekes, rivers, 
armes of the seas of any Emperour, king prince, 
ruler or governor whatsoever he or they be, before the 
said first enterprise made by the merchants of the 
said corporation, not knowen by the merchants and 
subjects of this Realme, or by them not commonly 
by seas frequented, and lying from the City of London 
Northwards, Northwestwards, or Northeastwards, 
nor any part or parcel of the maine lands, dominions, 
isles, ports, roades, havens, creeks, armes of the Seas, 
that now be subject to the said high and mightie 
prince Lord John Vasiliwich, his heires, or successors, 
or to the Emperour, chiefe governour or ruler of 
the said country of Russia for the time being, his 
heires or successors nor the countries of Armenia 
major or minor, Media, Hyrcania, Persia, or the 
Caspian sea, nor any parte of them shall be sailed 
or traffiqued unto, visited, frequented, or haunted by 
any person being or that shalbe a subject or denizen 
of this realme, by themselves, their factor or factors, 
or any other to their use or commoditie, by any 
wayes or meanes, directly or indirectly, other then 
by the order, agreement, consent, or ratification of 
the governour, Consuls and assistants of the saide 
fellowship and comminaltie, or the more part of 
them, and their successors for the time being : upon 
paine that every person and persons offending in 
this behalfe, shall forfeit and loose, ipso facto, every 
such ship and ships, with the appurtenances, and all 
such goods, Merchandizes, and things whatsoever, as 
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by any such person or persons shalbe by any wayes A.D. 1566. 
or mennes, directly or indirectly, provided, caried, 
conducted, brought or exchanged, in, at, to, through 
or from any of the places prohibited, as is aforesaide, 
contrary to the true intent of this statute: the one 
moietie of all which forfeitures to bee to our said 
sovereigne Lady the Queenes Majestie, her heires 
and successors, and the other moietie thereof to the 
sayde fellowship of English Merchants for discovery 
of newe trades, and their successors, to be seized and 
taken wheresoever they may be found, by any person 
' or persons, to the use of our said Sovereigne Lady, 
here heires, and successors, and of the said fellowship 
of English Merchants for discovery of newe trades, 
and of their successors, or the same or the value 
thereof to bee demaunded or sued for by the Queenes 
highnesse, her heires and successors, or by the 
saide fellowship of English Merchants for dis- 
covery of newe trades, or their successors, or their 
atturney or atturneis, or by any person or persons 
being of the same fellowship of English Merchants 
for the discovery of newe trades, or their successors 
in any court of Record, or in any other Court or 
courtes within this Realme, or elswhere, by Action of 
debt, action of detinue, bill, plaint, information, or 
otherwise : in which suite no essoine, protection, 
wager of lawe, or injunction shall be allowed, for, 
or on the behalfe of the partie or parties defendant. 
Provided alwayes, that whereas divers Subjects 
of this Realme being not of the fellowship aforesaid, 
have heretofore made adventures to and from some 
of the places prohibited by the said letter patents, 
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A.D. 1566. that the said subjects, their heires, executors, 
administrators and assignes, or any of them shall 
not be impeached, impleaded, troubled, sued, nor 
molested for the same in their goods or persons in 
any maner of wise, either by our saide sovereigne 
Lady, her heires or successors, or the said fellow- 
ship, or their successors. 

Provided also, that it shall be lawfull for any 
subject of this Realme, having presently any ship- 
ping, goods, wares, or ready money, remayning at 
or in any place, of or within the dominion of the 
said mighty prince of Russia, or in any other of the 
places prohibited to be visited or traffiques unto by 
this statute or the said letters Patents, to fetch, bring, 
and convey the same, or cause the same to be 
brought or conveyed from thence by sea or other- 
wise, before the feast of S. John Baptist, which 
shalbe in the yeere of our Lord God 1568. any thing 
conteined in this statute, or in the said letters Patents 
to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Provided also, that it shall be lawfull for any of 
the subjects of this Realme, to saile to the port, 
towne, territorie, or castle of Wardhouse, or to any 
of the coastes, townes, havens, creekes, rivers, 
Islands, and land of Norway for trade fishing, or 
any other trade there used by the subjects of this 
Realme, any thing in this statute to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

And for the better maintenance of the Navie 
and Mariners of this Realme, be it provided and 
inacted, that it shall not be lawfull to the saide 
fellowship and company, nor to any of them to cary 
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and transport, or cause to be caried and transported A.D. 1566. 
any commodie of this Realme to their newe trade, 
but onely in English ships, and to be sailed for the 
most part with English Mariners, nor also to bring 
into this Realme nor into Flanders from their saide 
new trade, any merchandizes, or other commodities 
but in English ships, and sailed for the most part 
by the English Mariners, on paine to forfeit for 
every such offence two hundred pounds, whereof 
the one moietie shall be to the Queenes Majestie, 
here heires and successors, the other moietie to the 
' head officers of any port towne, having any haven 
or harborough decayed, by what name soever they 
bee incorporate, to the reparation of such har- 
borough, that will sue for the same in any Court of 
Record, by action, bill, plaint or information, 
wherein no essoine, protection, or wager of lawe for 
the defendant shall be admitted or allowed. 
Provided also, and be it inacted that no maner 
of person or persons shall from henceforth carrie or 
transport, or cause to bee carried or transported out 
of this Realme of England, any maner of clothes or 
karsies into any of the parties where the said fellow- 
ship and societie is priviledged to trade by this Act, 
before the same clothes and karsies shall be all 
dressed, and for the most part died within this 
Realme, upon paine of forfeiture for every such 
cloth and karsie, otherwise caried and transported, 
five pounds: the one halfe thereof to the Queens 
Majestie, her heires and successors, the other halfe 
to the Master and Wardens of the Clothworkers in 
the Citie of London for the time being, by what 
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A.D. 1566. name soever they be incorporate that wil sue for 
the same. 

Provided also that whensoever the said societie 
or company shall willingly withdraw, and discontinue 
wholy by the space of three yeeres in time of 
peace, the discharging of their merchandizes at the 
road of S. Nicholas bay in Russia, and doe not dis- 
charge their said merchandizes at some other port 
or roade lying on that North coast of Russia, or 
other territorie nowe subject to the saide mightie 
prince of Ryssia, &c. hitherto by the subjects of this 
realme not commonly frequented, that then during 
the time of any such discontinuance and withdrawing, 
as is aforesaid, it shalbe lawful to all the subjects of 
this realme to trade to the Narve onely in English 
bottoms any thing in this Act to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Provided also, that every of the Queenes 
Majesties Subjects inhabiting within the Citie of 
Yorke, the townes of Newcastle upon Tine, Hull and 
of Boston, having continually traded the course of 
merchandize by the space of ten yeeres, and which 
before the 25. of December that shalbe in Anno. D. 
1567. shal contribute, joyne, and put in stocke, to, 
with, and amongst the said company, such summe & 
summes of money, as any of the said company, 
which hath thoroughly continued and contributed to 
the saide newe trade, from the yeere 1552. hath done, 

_and before the saide 25. of December 1567 shall 
doe for the furniture of one ordinary, full and intire 
portion, or share, and do in all things behave him- 
selfe as others of the said societie be bound to doe, 


143 


and hereafter shall bee bound to do by the priviledges, 
ordinances and statutes of the saide company, shall 
from the same 25. day of December 1567 be, and 
be accompted free, and as one of the said societie 
and company, and subject to the priviledges 
ordinances and statutes of the saide company, 
reasonably made and to be made, any thing in this 
present Act to the contrary notwithstanding.” 


A.D. 1566. 


A. D e 1566. 


A.D. 1567. 
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In 1566 Jenkinson made a further voyage to 
Russia and obtained further privileges from the 
Emperor, as described in the following :— 

A very briefe remembrance of a voyage 
made by M. ANTHONY JENKINSON, from London 
to Moscovia, sent from the Queenes Majestie to 
the Emperour in the yeere 1566. 

The fourth day of May in the yere aforesaid, I 
imbarked my selfe at Gravesend in the good ship 
called the Harry of London, and having had a pros- 
perous voyage arrived at the bay of S. Nicholas in 
Russia the 10. day of July following, and imme- 
diately I sent in post to the Emperor to advertise of 
my comming, and travelling then thorowe the coun- 
trey, I with my company came to the Mosco where 
the Emperour kept his court, the 23. of August, and 
foorthwith gave the Secretarie to understand of my 
arrivall, who advertised the Emperours Majestie of 
it, and the first day of September, being a solemne 
feast among the Russes, I came before the Emperours 
Majestie, sitting in his seate of honour, and having 
kissed his hand and done the Queenes Majesties 
commendations, and delivered her Graces letters 
and present, he bad me to dinner, which I accepted, 
and had much honour done unto me both then and 
all the time of my abode in Russia. 

The Priviledges graunted by the Emperour 
of Russia to the English merchants of that 
company : obteined the 22n. of September, Anno 
1567. by M. ANTHONY JENKINSON. 

One onely strengthener of all things, and God 
without beginning, which was before the world, the 
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Father, the Sonne, and the holy Ghost, our onely A.D. 1567. 
God in Trinitie, and make of all things, whom we 
worship in all things, and in all places, the doer and 

fulfiller of all things, which is the perfect knowledge 

giver of the true God, our Lorde Jesus Christ, with 

the comforter the holy Spirit, and thou which art 

the strengthener of our faith, keepe us together, & 

give us health to preserve our kingdome, thou giver 

of all good fruites, and helper of all Christian 
beleevers. 

We great lord by the grace of God, and great 
duke John Vasiliwich of all Russia, Volodimer, 
Mosco, Novogrod, Cazan, Astracan, Plesco, Smo- 
lensko, Tweria, Yougorie, Vadika, Bulgar, Sybier, 
and others, Emperour and great duke of Novogrod 
of the lower land, of Chernygo, Rezan, Polotski, 
Rostove, Yereslave, Bealozera, Oudoria, Obdoria, 
Condensa and lord of many other lands, and of all 
the North parts, commander and lord of Liffe-land. 

Whereas our sister Queene Elizabeth, by the 
grace of God, Queeneof England, France and Ireland, 
hath written to us her letters, that wee would graunt, 
her merchants, William Gerrard, William Chester, 
Rowland Heyward, Lawrence Hussie, John Marsh, 
Anthony Jenkinson, William Rowley, and their 
company of England, to come in ships into this 
kingdome, and those merchants, William Gerrard 
and his company have required of us that we would 
graunt and licence them to come into our countrey 
of Dwina, with all kind of wares at wil, to our City 
of Mosco, and to all our castles in our kingdomes, 
we for our sisters sake Elizabeth, by the grace of 
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A.D. 1567. God, Queene of England, France and Ireland, have 
licenced her merchants, William Gerrard and his 
company to passe in ships to our kingdome of 
Colmogro, and to the land of Dwina, and to all other 
our inheritances in the North parts, with all kind of 
wares to our city of Mosco, and to all castles and 
townes in our kingdome. And sir William Garrard 
& his company desired of us, that we would grant 
them licence to passe to our inheritance of Cazan 
and Astracan, and into our inheritance of Novogrod 
the Great and to our inheritance of Lifland 
to Narve and Dorpe, and to other our castles and 
townes of Lifland, with all kinde of wares, and the 
trade to be without custome, which request we have 
granted to sir William Garrard and his company, 
and have given them licence to passe to our 
inheritance of Cazan and Astracan, and Novogrod 
the great, and into our inheritance of Lifland, Narve 
and Dorpe, and other places’ of our inheritance in 
Lifland with all kinde of wares, to buy, barter and 
sell at will, withoutc ustome : and what wares soever 
they bring out of England, or out of any other 
countrey, needfull or necessary that they shall bring 
all those wares needfull or necessary to our treasury, & 
those wares there to be opened, and then to take out 
of the same, such wares as shalbe needfull for our 
treasury, and the rest being delivered againe, to sell 
and barter at their pleasure, and to sell none of the fine 
wares before they be seene by our chancellers, except 
sorting clothes, and other wares not meet for our 
treasury : and when our chanceller will send our treas- 
ure out of our treasury with them, they shall take it with 


them, and so sell and barter it for wares meet for our 
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treasury and bring it to our treasury, and they to take A.D. 1567. 
no other mens wares to barter or sell with them, nor 
yet our people to buy or sell for them their wares : 
and if those English merchants do desire to passe 
out of our kingdome of Astracan to Boghar, 
Shamaky, Chaday, or into any other countreys, or 
els to go into their owne countrey, then they to take 
their treasure with them, and to barter and sell it for 
wares necessary for our treasury, and to bring it and 
deliver it to our chanceller, and when they come 
backe againe to our inheritance of Cazan and Astra- 
can, or to any other of our castles and townes, that 
then our captaine of Cazan and Astracan and all 
other our people of charge shall not holde them, 
but with speed let them passe without taking 
custome of them or their wares, and without open- 
ing or looking upon them in any wise: and when 
they have not our treasure with them, that then 
likewise no custome shalbe taken of them nor their 
wares to be seene of any man. 

And likewise we have granted them to buy and 
sell in all our kingdomes and castles, with all kinde 
of wares: and we have also licenced them, that 
when those English merchants do desire to buy & 
sell with our merchants wholly together that they 
shall have liberty so to do wholly together : and they 
that do desire to sell their owne wares by retaile in 
their owne house, that then they sell it in their own 
house by retaile to our people & other strangers, as 
they can agree: and weights and arshnids to be 
kept in their house with our seale, and they them- 
selves to barter and sell their owne wares : and no 
Russe merchants in Mosco, or any other place in 
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A.D. 1567, our kingdome to sell for them any wares, nor to buy 
or barter any wares for them, nor couler any 
strangers goods. And whereas those merchants of 
England, sir William Garrard and his company, do 
desire to sell their wares at Colmogro, Dwina, 
Vologda, Yeraslave, Costrum, and in Novogrod the 
lower, Cazan, Astracan, great Novogrod, Plesko, 
Narve, Dorpe, and in other our townes & castles, 
they shall have their will to sell it: and of their 
wares of England and Russeland no custome shalbe 
taken, neither they nor their wares shalbe stayed in 
any place: and when they depart out of Mosco, to 
advertise our chanceller thereof, and not to give any 
note or inventory of any kinde of their wares they 
cary away: and when the English merchants, sir 
William Garrard and his company do come upon the 
sea, and by misfortune have their ships cast away upon 
those coasts of the North parts, then we will their 
goods to be sought out with trueth, and to be 
delivered to sir William Garrard and his company, 
which as then shall be found in our countrey: and 
if that Sir William Garrards company be not in the 
Mosco nor in our countrey, then we will and com- 
mand that those goods of theirs shall be layd up ina 
place of safegard untill such time as the said sir. 
William Garrard or his company come to demand 
the same: and then at their comming we will that 
it shall be delivered. And whereas heretofore we 
have given sir William Garrard and his company in 
this our kingdome of Mosco the new castle by the 
church of S. Maxim behinde the market, they shal. 


there still holde their house as heretofore we have 
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given them, paying no custome for the same: and A.D. 1567. 
we also do licence them to keepe one Russe porter 
or two, or els of their owne countrey, and those 
porters shall dwell with them, and not sell for them, 
nor barter, nor buy for them: And also I have 
granted them to buy a house at Vologda and at 
Colmogro, or in any other place where they can 
chuse for themselves any good Harbour, and there 
they to set up those houses in those places at their 
owne charges : and in Vologda or the other houses 
to keepe two or three porters of their owne, or els 
two or three Russes, and their wares to be layed up 
in those houses, and to sell their owne wares at will : 
and the porters without them to sell none of their 
wares, neither yet to buy any for them. And our 
officers of Colmogro and Dwina and of other our 
castles & townes shall not looke over their wares, 
nor take any custome thereof, neither shall those 
English merchants sir William Garrard and his 
company be judged byany of them. And when the 
English merchants shall send from our kingdome 
their owne people into their owne countrey by land 
over other kingdomes whatsoever they be, they may 
without ware send their owne people at their pleasure. 
And when any matter of law doth fall out in their 
trade of merchandise, then they shall be judged by 
our chancellers, and law shalbe done with equitie 
betwixt our people and them : and when they cannot 
be judged by law, they then shalbe tried by lots, and 
whose lot is first taken out, he shall have the right. 
And if it happen any of those merchants to have 
any matter of law in any other part of our 
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A.D. 1567. dominions for trade of merchants, then our cap- 
taines, judges, and chiefe officers shall heare the 
matter, and administer justice with equity and trueth, 
and where law can take no place, to be tried by lots, 
and his lot that is first taken out to have the right, 
and for their matters of law no custome to be payed. 

Furthermore, we for our sisters sake Elizabeth 
have granted that none beside sir. William Garrard 
and his company, out of what kingdome soever it 
be, England or other, shall not come in trade of 
merchandize nor otherwise to Colmogro, nor to the 
river Ob, nor within Wardhouse, nor to Petzora, 
nor Cola, nor Mezen, nor to the abbey of Petchingo, 
nor to the Island of Shallawy, nor to any mouth of 
the river of Dwina, nor to any part of the North 
countrey of our coast. And if any merchant, out 
of what countrey soever it be, doe come with ship 
or shippes, busses, or any other kinde of vessell to 
any of our harbours, within all our North parts, we 
will that then the people and goods, ship or ships, 
shalbe confiscate, and forfeited to us the Emperour 
and great Duke. 

Given in our kingdome and house of Mosco, 
the yeere from the beginning of the word 7076 in 
the moneth of September, and in the 34. yeere of 
our reigne, and in our conquest of Cazan 16, and in 
our conquest of Astracan 15. 

Perused and allowed by us :— 

Anthonie Jenkinson. 

William Rowly. 

Thomas Hawtry. 

Thomas Sowtham. 

Rafe Rutter, translatour hereof out 


of the Russe tongue. 
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The Act of Queen Elizabeth and the privileges A.D. 1867. 


obtained from the Emperor seemed to have placed 
the Company for the time upon a sounder basis 
but Merchants outside the Fellowship and not free 
of the Company continued to trade on their own 
account. Constant complaints of the Co. were 
arising of its “ greedy covetousness” in England and 
the “evil behaviour” of its Agents in Russia 

The prices charged by the Company in Russia 
were greatly in excess of those charged by the 
Merchants outside the Company’s fellowship, and 
these Merchants also began to obtain privileges from 
the Czar. 

The Dutch were also gradually enlarging their 
sphere of operation in Russia. The outside or 
unauthorised and foreign traders were increasing 
to such an extent that in the year 1570 there is 
an account of a fight at sea off Narva between a 
fleet of the Company’s Ships and a number of the 
ships of these unauthorised and interloping mer- 
chants. An account of this encounter is given in 
the following Copy of a Letter sent to the Emperour 
of Moscovie, by Christopher Hodsdon and William 
Burrough, Anno. 1570. 

“Most mightie Emperour, &c. Whereas Su 
William Garrard and his felowship the company of 
English merchants, this last Winter sent hither to the 
Narve three ships laden with merchandise, which 
was left here, and with it Christopher Hodsdon one 
of the sayd felowship, and their chiefe doer in this 
place, who when hee came firsth hither, and untill 
such time as hee had dispatched those ships from 
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A.D. 4570. hence, was in hope of goods to lade twelve or 
thirteene sailes of good ships, against this shipping, 
wherefore he wrote unto the sayd Sir William 
Garrard and his companie to send hither this spring 
the sayd number of thirteene ships. And because that 
in their comming hither wee found the Freebooters 
on the sea, and supposing this yeere that they would 
be very strong, he therefore gave the said Sir William 
and his companie advise to furnish the sayd number 
of ships so strongly, as they should be able to with- 
stand the force of the Freebooters : whereupon they 
have according to his advise sent this yeere thirteene 
good ships together well furnished with men and 
munition, and all other necessaries for the warres, of 
which 13.ships William Burrough one of the said 
felowship is captaine generall, unto whom there 
was given in charge, that if hee met with any 
the Danske Freebooters, or whatsoever robbers and 
theeves that are enemies to your highnesse, he should 
doe his best to apprehend and take them. It so 
hapned that the tenth day of this moneth the sayd 
William with his fleete, met with sixe ships of the 
Freebooters neere unto an Island called Tuttee, 
which is about 50. versts from Narve, unto which 
Freebooters he with his fleete gave chase, and tooke 
of them the Admirall wherein were left but three 
men, the rest were fled to shore in their boats 
amongst the woods upon Tuttee on which ship he 
set fire and burnt here. He also tooke foure more 
of those ships which are now here, and one ship 
escaped him : out of which foure ships some of the 
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slaine in fight, and some of them when they saw A.D. 1570, 
they could not excape, cast themselves willingly into 
the Sea and were drowned. So that in these five 
ships were left but 83. men. 

The said Wil. Borough when he came hither to 
Narva, finding here Christopher Hodsdon afore- 
named, both the said Christopher and William 
together, in the name of sir William Garrard and 
the rest of their whole companie and felowship, did 
present unto your highnesse of those Freebooters, 
taken by our ships 82. men, which we delivered here 
' unto Knez Voivoda, the 13. of this moneth. One 
man of those Freebooters we have kept by us, whose 
name is Haunce Snarke a captaine. And the cause 
why we have done it is this: When wee should 
have delivered him with the rest of his felowes unto 
the Voivodaes officers, there were of our Englishmen 
more than 50. which fell on their knees unto us, 
requesting that he might be reserved in the ship, 
and caried back into England: and the cause why 
they so earnestly intreated for him is, that some of 
those our Englishmen had bene taken with Free- 
booters, and by his meanes had their lives saved, 
with great favour besides, which they found at his 
hands. Wherefore if it please your hignesse to 
permit it, we will cary him home with us into 
England wherein we request your majesties favour : 
notwithstanding what you command of him shalbe 
observed. 

Wee have also sent our servant to your high- 
nesse with such bestellings and writings as wee 
found in those shippes : whereby your Majestie may 
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A.D. 1570. see by whom, and in what order they were set out, 


A.D. 1570. 


and what they pretended, which writing wee have 
commended unto Knez Yorive your majesties 
Voivoda at Plesco, by our servant. And have 
requested his furtherance for the safe deliverie of 
them to your majesties hands : which writings when 
you have perused, we desire that they may be 
returned unto us by this our servant, as speedily as 
may bee for these ships which we now have here 
will be soone dispatched from hence, for that we 
have not goods to lade above the halfe of them. 
And the cause is, we have this winter (by your 
majesties order) bene kept from trafiquing, to the 
companies great losse. But hoping your majestie 
will hereafter have consideration thereof, and that 
we may have free libertie to trafique in all partes of 
your majesties Countries, according to the priviledge 
given unto us, we pray for your majesties health, 
with prosperous successe to the pleasure of God. 
From Narve the 15 of July, Anno. 1570. 
Your Majesties most humble and obedient, 

Christopher Hodsdon. William Borough. 

In this year a crisis occurred in the history of 
the Company as the Czar withdrew the privileges he 
had originally granted, alleging that he had been 
promised by the Envoys of the Company an alliance 
with Elizabeth, for the nonfulfilment of which he 
held the Company responsible. 

This state of things continued until the next 
year, 1571, when Jenkinson is sent to Russia as an 
Ambassador from the Queens most excellent Majestie 
& on the 26 day of July he arrives with two ships 
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the Swallow & the Harrie at the Bay of St. Nicholas A.D. 1874. 


& lands at Rose Island. He at once despatches his 
Interpreter Daniel Silvester to Moscow to enquire 
when he may have accesse to the Emperor. He 
learns of the Emperors displeasure with him which 
was of such a nature that if ever he came into the 
Country again he was to lose his head. He deter- 
mines however to persevere in his mission & leaving 
his Ships arrives at Colmogro on the 1st Aug. 1571. 
Owing to the plague & the Emperor having gone to 
the “Warres against the Swithens” & the Emperors 
‘ displeasure it was not until the 23 Mar. 1572 that he 
came before his Majestie. Having delivered the 
Queen’s letters & present the Emperor asked ‘ How 
doth Queen Elizabeth my sister, is she in health ? 
to which Jenkinson replied God doth blesse her 
Majestie with health, and peace, & doeth wish the 
like unto thee Lord, her loving brother. The 
Emperor complains to Jenkinson that on his last 
mission he entrusted him with a secret message to 
the Queen (probably in connection with his con- 
templated alliance with the Queen or some other 
noble English woman) & that up to the present 
time he had not received an answer. Jenkinson 
explains that he delivered the messages in due 
course & that being upon the Seas imployed in 
service against the Queens Majestys enemies it was 
impossible for him to come :—but that the Queens 
message had been sent by the hands of one Thomas 
Randolfe & that if the reply is not all that the 
Emperor desires it must be for the want of a good 
Interpreter. Jenkinson then pointed out that the 
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A.D. 1872. Queen had now sent him & that what was wanted 
in writing he had credite to accomplish in word & 
referring to the Emperors displeasure with Sir 
William Garret & the Company desired that it 
would please his Majestie to receive the said Sir 
William Garret with his Company into his favoure 
again & to restore them to their former privileges 
& liberties &c. &c. The Agents of the Company 
resident in Russia appear to have displeased the 
Emperor by their “evill behaviour” by having 
transgressed & broken the laws & by living wilfully 
in all their doings. Jenkinson was however 
particularly successful in his efforts to clear away 
all the misunderstandings that had arisen between 
the Queen & the Emperor : as also with the Emperor 
& the Company. The conclusion of the whole 
matter is perhaps best expressed in the Emperor’s 
own words. 

And nowe her highnesse hath sent unto us 
againe, you her Ambassadour, with her loving letters, 
and full minde, which we doe thankefully receive, 
and are thereby fully satisfied. And for that our 
princely, and secret affaires were not finished to our 
contentation at our time appointed, according to our 
expectation, we doe now leave of all those matters, 
and set them aside for the time, because our minde 
is nowe otherwise changed, but hereafter when 
occasion shall moove us to the like, wee will then 
talke of those matters againe. And for that it hath 
pleased the Queene our loving sister, to sende unto 
us at this present, and doeth desire to continue in 
friendship with us for ever (which wee doe gratefully 
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accept, and willingly agree to the same) wee of our A-D. 1872. 
goodnesse for her highnesse sake, will not onely 
from hencefoorth put away, and forget all our dis- 
pleasure towardes the same Sir William Garrard and 
his Company (as though they had never offended 
us) but also will restore them to their priviledges, 
and liberties, in, and throughout all our dominions, 
and will signifie the same by our letters, in all 
Townes and Cities, where the said merchants do 
traffique, and we will shewe them favour as afore- 
time, if they deserve not the contrary. And if the 
Queene our sister had not sent thee Anthony unto 
us at this present, God knoweth what we should 
have done to the said merchants, or whether we 
would have called back our indignation. 

Then I humbly beseeched his Majestie, to let 
me know the particular offences committed by the 
said merchants, and the offendors names, to the 
intent I might make report thereof, unto the Queenes 
Majestie, my mistres, accordingly, that the said 
offendors might receive just punishments for their 
deserts: but he said, I should not know them, 
because he had cleerely remitted al offences: and 
further, that it was not princely to forgive, and after 
to accuse the parties, whereby her Majesties dis- 
pleasure might fall upon them at home. Notwith- 
standing I did after understand some part thereof, 
by other meanes. 

Then his Majestie proceeding in talke, said : 
As touching the articles of request, concerning the 
marchants affaires, which you did yesterday deliver 
unto our Secretary, we have not onely read the same 
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A.D. 1572. our selfe, but also have appointed our said Secretary 
to declare unto you our mind, and answere to the 
same. And for that we are now upon our journey 
towards our borders, and will depart from hence 
shortly, we will dismisse you to ye Queene our 
loving sister, your mistres, with our letters, & full 
mind by word of mouth, touching all your requests, 
& will send a gentleman one of our household with 
you to safe conduct you to your ships: and of 
our goodnes will give you victuals, boates, men and 
post horses, as many as you shall neede. And 
therewith his Majestie standing up, and putting off 
his cappe, said unto me these words. Doe our 
hearty commendations unto our loving sister, Queene 
Elizabeth, unto whom we wish long life, with happie 
success: and therewith his highnes extended his 
hand to.me to kisse, and commanded his sonne, 
sitting by him, to send the like commendations, 
which he did, whose hand likewise I kissed. And 
then his Majestie caused me to sit downe, and 
commaunded wine and drinkes of divers sorts to 
be brought, whereof he gave me to drinke with his 
owne hand, and so after I departed. 

Jenkinson’s mission being accomplished he left 
Moscow on the 14th May 1572 & finally left Russia 
on the 23rd July 1572. 

From the year 1572 until the year 1583 the 
trade with Russia and with Persia may be said to 
have been satisfactory but about this latter date the 
Dutch Merchants appear to have established them- 
selves firmly in Russia. The interloping English 
Merchants were becoming again more & more per- 
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sistent & in 1585/1586 when the question of the A.D. 1585-6, 
English monopoly was again brought up the Czar 

refused to ratify the same. Foreigners were admitted 

to trade upon the same terms as Englishmen & the 

Russian Trade so far as the Company was concerned 

may be said to have fallen in a bad way. 

From this year until the year 1593 owing to A.D. 1593. 

the trade of the Company being confined to Russia 

& the continued & increasing efforts of the Dutch 
Merchants in this direction, the only records avail- 

able show that the Company was going from bad to 

‘worse & if it were not possible to discover & open 

out some new fields of trading for the energy of the 
Company it would be better that it came to an end. 


In the preceding pages no allusion has been 
made to the method of financing these different 
adventures except with regard to the £6,000 found 
for the first voyage. No figures or particulars of 
any kind have been preserved in the records of the 
Company. 

For an exhaustive account of the financial pro- 
ceedings of the Company from its initiation, one 
cannot do better than turn to the pages of “ Joint 
“Stock Companies to 1720, vols. i. and u., by 
“William Robert Scott, M.A., D. Phil., Litt. D., 
“Lecturer in Political Economy in the University 
“of St. Andrews,” to whose great kindness I am 
indebted for many of the facts and figures given 
in the following notes. 
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These notes, it is hoped, may help to link up 
the narrative until the year 1586 above-mentioned, 
and from that date onward until the year 1666, 
when the Minute Books of the Company from that 
date to the present time become available. The 
analysis of these Minute Books and the collation of 
the information contained therein must be reserved 
for a further volume. 

The £6,000 alluded to above with which the 
first three shippes were bought in May 1553 was 
quickly increased, so that soon afterwards a sum of 
£10,000 had been expended on this first discoverie. 

The exact method of finding the capital is 
doubtful. If the method of the East India Com- 
pany and other trading Societies of the period were 
followed, as it may have been, then the members 
might subscribe capital to a single voyage—or to a 
series. There is no definite information on this, 
point :—but instructions were issued that no member 
was to trade to his own advantage in prejudice of 
the “Common Stocke” of the Company. In 1557 
the Company was writing to its Agents in Russia 
“to make in a readinesse about the beginning of 
June every yeare our whole accompt of the voyage 
in that yere passed, in such sort that wee may 
receive the same by our schippes ; and that we may 
plainly perceive what sales are made and what 
remaineth of the first, second, third and. fourth 
voyage and what charges have been layde out the 
sayd voyages and what wares bee bought and laden 
and what they cost and for what voyage every 
parcell thereof is.” Similarly the agent was “in any 
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wise to keepe accompt of every voyage by itself and 
not mingle one voyage with another at no hand.” 
Further, it is recorded that it was “the usual custom 
and form” of the company to distinguish the 
adventures in the different voyages by denominating 
each by a letter of the alphabet, as for instance 
Voyage A, Voyage B, and so on. 
The following is an estimate of the Capital 

in 1564. 

£6,000. Amount originally subscribed 1553 

240 Shares at £25. per share 
27,0005240)) ‘do. at £115.;, 1553 to 1568 
100 2240; do: at £6055). \5 1564 


£48,000 
Subject to deduction for calls unpaid. 


No figures are available of the results of the 
Russian Trade in 1553, but in 1558 when Narva 
a port not included in the original Charter was 
captured by the Russians a rush of Merchants (not 
free of the Company) to this port shows that the 
business was thought to be profitable. 

It is probable that the early voyages of the 
Company in no way came up to expectations and 
that considerable losses were made :—these losses 
were made up by calls :—The Company in 1560 
stating that ‘“ of a hard beginning we trust God will 
send us a good ending.” 

The Company was of great service to Elizabeth 
about this time in bringing naval requisites to 
England & being an English Company was not 
only desired but compelled to give the Government 


M 
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A.D. 1562. 


A.D. 1562. 


A.D, 1564, 


A.D. 1566. 


A.D. 1568. 


A.D. 1570. 
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long credits causing a lock up of Capital which the 
Company was in no position to bear. 


In 1564 a Petition by the Company to the 
Privy Council showed that such heavy losses had 
been made by the Company that £60. per share 
had to be called up, partly to make good this 
loss of Capital and partly to equip the voyage into 
Persia. The shareholders were so discouraged that 
there was great difficulty in obtaining the money 
for this call. 


The unauthorised trade to Russia—by Mer- 
chants & others not free of the Company was 
increasing & the Dutch competition becoming 
more & more troublesome. 


The Company was evidently short of money 
as it was paying interest on a loan of £4,000 @ 
12 % & 13 %. 

The trade with Russia was not nearly so 
prosperous as hitherto & the Czar was giving 
less support to the Company, which became so 
embarrassed, that it became almost a necessity if the 
Company were to continue, for the profits of the 
Persian adventure to reimburse the losses made in 
the Russian trade, say, to thé whole extent of the 
Capital viz £40,000. 

It is illustrative of the speculative nature of 
these ventures that although two thirds of the goods 
of this Persian venture were lost owing to the 
attacks of pirates in the Caspian Sea yet the 
remainder was of sufficient value to make a net 
profit of nearly £40,000. 
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In 1570 all the Company’s privileges of trading A.D. £570. 


with Russia were suspended and its assets at this 
time were probably worth less than its nominal 
capital—there is however no means of being sure 
upon this point as no figures are available to show 
how much of the original subscription had been 
returned in the shape of “ Profits ?” Dividends, &c. 
&c. The Company did not form a Reserve Fund 
but divided its “ Profits” with a lavish hand prob- 
ably returning a portion of its Capital as Profit. 

It is extremely difficult to arrive at any definite 
’ conclusion as to the Profits & Losses of the Com- 
pany. There had evidently been two “ Joint Stocks” 
with a total capital of £80,000—but no information 
is available to shew what profits were made by these 
two ventures ultimately. In 1571-2 the Czar renewed 
the privileges of the Company and revoked the grants 
given to other Englishmen not free of the same and 
the trade with Russia continued fairly satisfactory 
up to 1581. 

In 1581 a so-called unsuccessful Persian voyage 
realised a profit of 106%, or at least a distribu- 
tion of this amount was made. Therefore it is 
fair to estimate that during the times of the Persian 
ventures considerable gains were made and _ that 
when these voyages ceased in 1581 and the Company 
had to fall back upon and depend upon the Russian 
trade only, it was a gain in a bad way and the trade 
was described as decayed. 

The following quotation from (Joint Stock 
Companies to 1720) gives the exact position say 
in 1585. 


A.D. 4571-2. 


A.D. 1570. 


A.D. 1586. 
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“The valuation of the stock and debts made in 
December 1585 showed that at that date the whole 
property after providing for liabilities was estimated, 
according to the report of the auditors, to be worth 
£31,461. 19. showing a profit of £8. 17. 8. per 
cent. on the capital of £28,895. Subsequently 
as much as £11,508. 13s. of the assets was found 
to be irrecoverable and the adventurers were com- 
pelled to make good the loss, thus the apparent 
profit of £8. 17. 8. per cent. was converted into 
a loss of as much as 30 per cent.” 

This part of the history of the Russia Company, 
comprising the fate of two distinct undertakings, 
working at different times under the same charter, 
affords some instructive side-lights on the position 
of capitalistic associations of the period. Even 
when the Company was undisturbed in the exercise 
of its monopoly it suffered from a serious element 
of weakness—not so much in exacting large prices 
in England and Russia, for the former could have 
been remedied and the latter is not fully proved— 
but in the corruption of its agents. In the Regulated 
Company, the factor was generally more adequately 
controlled and it required time to enable the joint- 
stock type of organization to learn how such 
control should be exercised. The Russia Company, 
at this period, totally failed in this respect and the 
laxily of the administration abroad in time affected 
the conduct of affairs at home.* 

At or about this date the members of the Russia 
Company had decreased to about 80, trade was bad 
and generally the Company had fallen upon evil 


* Joint Stock Companies to 1720, Vol. II. 
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times so much so that a Meeting was held at Mus- 
covie House on the 8th April 1586 really to 
reconstruct. A new group of adventurers were 
willing to take over the interests of the old Company 
upon terms. Opposition was natural, but finally 
the Company agreed and the third Company which 
originally only numbered 12. came into existence. 
This group of adventurers continued their trading 
with various results until about 1593. 

The Dutch were pressing more and more into 
the trade and it was felt that unless new outlets 
eould be obtained the Company had little hope for 
the future. 

A new subscription was opened under the 
Management of Sir John Hart. No figures are 
available to show the result of this undertaking. 

In 1598 the Company lost two or three ships by 
capture on the voyage to Archangel and one on the 
return voyage. 

The Company joined with the East India Com- 
pany in an attempt to discover a north-west passage, 

The trade had so fallen off that only 2 ships 
were sent to Russia. 

Sir Francis Cherry was now governor of the 
Company and the expedition to Cherry Island began 
in the hope of finding lead mines—no lead mines were 
found—but a certain amount of “train oil” was 
obtained, which was expected to make a considerable 
profit, and to come within the sphere of the Russia 
Co.’s monopoly, but already certain Hull Merchants 
had looked in upon this ground and the monopoly 
was in jeopardy. 


A.D. 1586. 


A.D. 1593-4. 


A.D. 1598. 


A.D. 1601. 


A.D. 1602. 


A.D. 1603. 


A.D. 1605. 


A.D. 1607-8. 
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An agitation against the Company was fostered 
in Parliament—it was charged with being “a 
monopoly within a monopoly ” because the Directors, 
who then numbered 15 of the 80 shareholders had 
made one purse and stock of all and had become 
as one man—they were also charged with making a 
“corner” in cordage. 

The Agents and factors of the Company were 
untrustworthy—the members themselves were not 
strictly honest one to another and generally the 
affairs of the Company were in a most unsatisfactory 
position. 

Sir Francis Cherry was called upon to give an 
account of his Stewardship and while the Company 
claimed a total of upwards of £22,000 Cherry only 
admitted a liability of £7,565 11. 11. Thus a sum 
of £14,000 was in dispute mostly arising from the 
private trade of the Governor. 

There is no information as to the settlement of 
this matter but it may be inferred that it involved 
a change in the Governorship as Sir. Thomas 
Smythe became Governor in 1607. 

A reconstruction of the Company was made 
and afresh joint stock came into existence described 
as A. of the 3rd Series this was followed by B. C. 
D. E. F. G. the last letter was in existence in 1617 
when the Stock or Shares of the members amounted 
to £64,687. Another expedition was sent to Cherry 
Island and resulted in a loss of £1,000 notwith- 
standing the dividend for 1608 was 40 % profit and 
in 1609 30%. Another voyage to Cherry Island in 
1609 lost £500. the dividend paid for 1610 was 20 %, 
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The new trade of Whale fishing was entered AD. 1641-12. 
upon and two dividends of 90 % profit were 
declared. 

The Dutch and other English ships not owned 
by the fellowship entered into this trade and the 
Company determined to apply for a monoply of 
this new trade, this was granted by James I. on the : 
13th March 1613, and on 11th September 1614 the 4 p, 4643, 
importation of whale fins save by “those employed 
by the existing joint stock of the company was 
prohibited.” The Charter of James I under his 
Sign Manual 30 March 1613 is preserved in the 
Record Office, London. 

A transcript of the same is in the hands of the 
Russia Co. 

It has not been found convenient owing to its 
great length to print the whole Charter in these 
pages, but the commencement of the same having 
-reference to the letters patent of Queen Elizabeth 
in relation to the Russia Company is here quoted. 

There is also added an Ex? and summary of 
this Charter signed by Henry Hobarte, and “done 
uppon significacion” given him by the Lords of 
your Majesties Privie Counsell. 


A.D, 1613, 
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SIGN MANUAL. 
JAMEs I. No. 13. 


Dames Ww. 


JAMES by the grace of God Kinge of England 
Scotlande Fraunce and Ireland defendor of the 
Faith etc. To all manner of our Officers leige men 
ministers and subiectes, and to all other people as 
well within our said Realmes and Dominions as 
elswhere in anie other forraine partes or dominions 
whatsoever to whome theise our Letters Patentes or 
the exemplificacions thereof shall come, to be redd 
hard or seene Greetinge, KNOWE YEE that we have 
seene the Charter or letters Patentes of our late 
sister Queene Elizabeth late Queene of England 
under the great seale of England bearinge date at 
Westminster the ninth daye of Februarie in the 
sixe and thirtith yeare of her Raigne in these wordes 
(vizt.) Elizabeth by the grace of God Queene of 
England Fraunce and Ireland defendour of the 
Faith etc. To the Thresurer Chauncellor and 
Barons of our Exchequer and to our Attorney 
and Solicitour generall our Customers Collectours 
of Subsidies Comptrollours of our Customes and 
subsidies searchers and all our officers ministers 
and subiectes and to everie of them greetinge, 
Whereas heretofore we tendringe the good estate 
of our trustie and welbeloued subiectes the Fellow- 
shippe of Englishe Marchantes for the discoverie of 
new trades, whoe had at ther great chardges to our 
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great honour and the great benefitt of our Realmes A.D. 1618. 
dominions and subiectes opened begun and con- 
tynued trade of Marchandize to and from the 
Territories of the Emperor of Russia and great 
Duke of Muscovia and there vented the comodities 
of this Realme and broughte from thence great 
quanteties of other goodes did by our letters 
patentes vender our great seale of Englande bearinge 
date at Westminster the tenth daie of June in the 
Five and twentith yeare of our raigne of our especiall 
grace certaine knowledge and mere mocion, for vs 
‘our heires and successours, giue and grante to the 
said Fellowshippe of English Marchantes for the 
discoverie of new trades and to their successours 
full power lycence and authoritie that it mighte and 
should be lawfull to and for the said Fellowshippe 
and their successours and for everie person free or 
from thenceforth to be free of the said Fellowshippe, 
And that the said Fellowshippe and ther successours 
and everie person free and to be free of the said 
Fellowshipp might at his or their Will and pleasure 
at all tymes from time to time for ever by them- 
selves their factours or servantes transporte or cause 
to be transported beyonde the Seas by waye of 
marchandize all everie or anie hides skyns Tallowe 
or other thinges whatsoeuer which they or anie of 
them had broughte or should bringe into anie our 
Dominions from Russia Muskovia or anie forraine 
partes comprised or specified within the previledges of 
the said Fellowshippe mencioned or expressed in an 
Acte of parliament made in the eighte yeare of our 
raigne 
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Ex" p. Henry Hobarte. 


is conteyneth a graunte to be made 
by your maiestie vnto the Fellowshipp of the Mar- 
chantesof M . . . .  Whereby your maiestie 
confirmeth vnto them such priviledges as were 
formerly graunted vnto them by the late Queene 
Elizabeth ... . the xxv'h yeare of her raigne, 
and also such priviledges, as were graunted vnto 
them by Acte of Parliament in the viijth yeare of 
the said late Queene And further your maiestie 
doth hereby supplie divers defectes which are 
conceyved . . . be as well in the said former 
graunte of the said late Queene, as in the said Acte 
of Parliamente Because divers as well Englishmen 
as Forryners have taken advauntage of the said 
supposed defectes and have sought to overthrowe 
the said priviledges And therfore your maiestie 
prohibiteth thereby all Alyens Denizens and strangers, 
to trade, traffique, or sayle, into the Island called 
Cherry Island, or into Greeneland or Groineland, 
being places first discovered by . . . Marchauntes 
and not being at the tyme of the sayde discoverie 
vnder the obedyence of any Prynce Governour or 
State, but your maiesties Standard there by the said 
Merchantes erected, and therfore of naturall right 
belonging . . . And also forbiddeth them vppon 
like reason to trade traffique or sayle into any other 
countries landes or places by the said Merchauntes 
to be hereafter discovered, and not being at the tyme 
of such discovery vnder the obedience of any Prince 
or State, without the lycence of the said Merchantes 
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vppon payne of all such proceedinges as either by A.D. 1643. 
Martiall lawe, lawe of Armes, way of Reprisall or 
by any other course of Justice may be vsed against 
them And your maiestie also forbiddeth all your 
maiesties subiectes (other then such as be of the 
said Fellowshipp) to trade traffique or saile into any 
the said places so alreadie discovered or so first here- 
after to be discovered, nor into-any other Countries 
places or territories being within the priviledges 
graunted vnto the said Merchantes, by their saide 
former patente, or by the said Acte of Parliament 
vppon paine of such punishment, imprisonment, 
paines and penalties as by any the lawes of this 
Realme may be inflicted vppon them for their 
contempt in breaking your royall Comaundment. 

And your maiestie forbiddeth all Alyens Deni- 
zens and straungers dwelling in any of your Maiesties 
Domynions That they nor any of them during 
such time as they shall so dwell in any of your said 
Domynions, shall trade, traffique or sayle into, any 
of the said landes, territories countries or places 
being within the said priviledges of the said former 
letters patentes or Acte so made, to or for the said 
Merchantes of Muscovia without the lycense of the 
said Merchauntes vppon like paines and punish- 
mentes as aforesaid. 

And your Maiestie also forbiddeth all your 
subiectes to associate or accompany any Alyen or 
stranger in any shippe or vessell to the end to 
directe any such Alien or stranger how to finde out 
any of the said prohibited places . . . Countries 
without the lycense of the said Merchantes. 
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. . . your maiestie doth also for the better 
encouragement of the said Merchantes in their 
lawdable endeavours, graunte that they maie admitte 
Forryners and strangers into their Fellowshipp to 
adventure with them in Comon stocke, and to . 
no other Custome then the said Marchauntes of 
Muscovia doe paie. 


graunteth that they maie admynister 
an oathe to discover the imbeazeling or stealing of 
their goodes or for any other busines concerning the 
proceedinges of the said fellowshipp. 


And your maiestie doth give power to the 
Generalles and cheife Commaunders of their voyages 
That they by vertue of this your maiesties graunte 
and by vertue of Commission in that behalf to be 
had from the saide Merchantes may in case of 
necessitie punish daungerous and mutinous offendors 
by martiall lawe. And that every such Commission 
shalbe sealed with a seale ingraved with a Rose 
supported with two Lyons on the one side, and 
a shippe on the other side. 


And that they may have tyme for sixe monthes 
for the payment of their Customes, 


Which fower Articles last mencioned have bene 
heretofore lately graunted to other Corporacions of 
Merchantes priviledged for other Countries. 


And is done vppon significacion given vnto me 
by the Lordes of your maiesties privie Councell of 
your Highnes good pleasure in that behalf. 


HENRY HOBARTE. 
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The grant of this monopoly and the profits 
realized from these whaling adventurers encouraged 
the Company to renewed efforts and an attempt 
was made to reinstate the trade with Persia which 
had entirely ceased for many years, to put the 
trade in Russia on a sounder footing and to increase 
the whole fishing enterprise. 

The Dutch now dis-regarded the monopoly of 
the right to the whale fishing ground and sent 
war ships to support their whalers, and refused to 
pay any royalties on licences to fish ; this decreased 
the profits of the Company so that the dividend fell 
to 11 %. 

It is difficult to understand the constant 
shortage of Capital considering the profits made. 

In 1614 and 1615 the East India Company 
made the Company two loans, the latter being £5,000. 

On the 18th January 1617 the G. Account 
was audited showing total assets of £82,800 or a 
profit of 28 % on the Capital of £64,687. 

Want of Capital was still the weakness of the 
Company, and at the Court Meeting of the 18th 
January 1617 it was resolved that Books should be 
sent abroad to the freemen for the subscription of a 
new stock which was to be paid up during the 
ensuing four years and those that failed to take up 
stock were to be excluded during that time. 

The Company was continually at loggerheads 
with the Dutch on the whale fishing question and 
its coffers were continually in need of replenishing— 
so that when James I under the royal seal of 
Scotland granted letters patent to Sir. James 


A.D. 1613. 
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A.D. 1647. Cunningham and a number of other adventurers to 


A.D. 1648. 


A.D. 1619, 


form a company with similar privileges to those of 
the Russia and East India Companies the situation 
became serious especially when Cunningham began 
to fit out a whaling expedition. 

James evidently thought that he had not been 
quite fair to his English subjects and was quite 
willing if Cunningham were compensated for his 
outlay and the old company prosecuted the trade 
vigorously to recall his grant to Cunningham and to 
let matters revert to their original position. 

The Russia Co. unable to find any large 
amount of Capital were again dependent upon the 
East India Co. who made further advances in the 
joint undertaking. 

On the 20th March 1618 a Committee of 
managemient-was appointed and £30,000 was to be 
raised each year. This undertaking was to com- 
pensate Cunningham and the amount of compensa- 
tion was fixed at £924 10. 

The Company found it difficult to raise its 
share of this Capital and began to take loans from 
persons not free of the Company, among others 
from a Mrs. Mary Brocas & Mrs. Overton. The 
calls on the members were often in arrear and in 
1619 (27th April) The East India Co. found it 
necessary “to name a peremptory day” for payment 
to be made. 

The joint undertaking with the East India 
Company was not a success; nine ships and two 
pinnaces were sent out. The expedition ended in 
failure and most of the Capital employed in this 
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joint undertaking which commenced in 1617 was 
lost and it was determined to wind up. 

The affairs of the Company now suffered from 
mal administration—no Courts were kept—The East 
India Company complained of unfair treatment in 
their joint undertaking and there appears to have 
been a deficiency of about £11,000. 

It was alleged that the Dutch had burned some 
warehouses in Russia and that stores valued at 
£22,000 had been destroyed. A claim against the 
Dutch for this amount was put forward, and 
in 1620 it was resolved that the Company should 
cease to adventure in the Russian trade which it 
now described as being “ totally deserted.” 

A new undertaking was now formed taking over 
the assets & liabilities of the old and paying the 
members a sum of £12,000 for the transfer of its 
various privileges and its claim against the Dutch. 
Considerable litigation ensued in connection with 
this new undertaking. Insufficient Capital was 
subscribed and only sufficient was obtained to equip 
some ships for a voyoge to Russia. On the return of 
these ships creditors became clamorous. Interest was 
in arrear and threats were made of a seizure of goods 
in fact such was the state of the Co’s finances. that 
the Company obtained an Order of Council on 19th 
October 1621 which guaranteed .them immunity 
from arrest from debt in order to stop “the decay 
of the trade.” On the 17th December 1621 the 
debts of the Co. amounted to £24,000, this sum was 
to be raised by an assessment. The allocation & 
partition of this was again the subject of many 
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disputes. In 1622. “at a thinly attended Court 
Meeting the Greenland trade was put up to auction 
(“sold by inch of candle”) subject to the payment 
of £520 a year towards the debt of the Co. The 
purchasers formed a separate Company under the 
title of the Greenland Adventurers. 

An assessment on the Stock was made but 
apparently instead of going to the Creditors it was 
diverted to the Russian trade to make good the 
deficiency of working capital. 

Litigation now commenced between members 
of the old undertaking and the present Governor. 
This case was begun in 1624 and continued for some 
considerable time. Under all these circumstances 
it is not surprising that the interest on the 
Company’s Bonds was in arrear—application was 
made by-some bondholders for redress. 

Among others Mrs. Mary Overton & Mrs. Mary 
Brocas presented claims against the Company, the 
former states that she had lent the Company £1300, 
and had only been repaid £500, and the latter that 
she held the Company’s Bond for £1000 @ 8 % 
from the 3rd January 1617, and that for some time 
she had been paid the interest, but since neither 
Interest nor Principal. The Company admitted 
their liability, but it was difficult to prove to whom 
the liability attached—the new or the old Company. 
The Committee for Petitions decided that the 
present Company was responsible and ordered the 
last assessment to be paid in. Sundry orders of the 
Courts were made, some were obeyed, some dis- 
regarded. The Greenland Adventurers did not pay 
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under the pretext that they had no “common stock” A.D. 1624. 


and the Creditors in March 1625 presented a 
further petition ; this was heard in April 1626. 

It was then found that the Accounts presented 
to the House “showed gross juggling to defraud 
the creditors.” Orders were now made that 5 % 
Interest was to be paid on the Outstanding Bonds and 
that the arrears of the Assessment were to be paid in. 

Litigation was again in progress. Mary Brocas 
was still “unsatisfied” and sundry of the creditors 
complained that the orders of 1626 had been 
negligently carried out if not wilfully hindered. 

The Lords summoned the Governor and other 
leading adventurers before them and “told them 
they deserved to be punished for their contempts.” 
Whether this severe censure was entirely deserved 
is open to argument, as on the Company having the 
Accounts audited only certain charges could be 
maintained. One thing is however fairly certain 
that there existed a considerable amount of ill feeling 
between some of the members of the old Company, 
and some members of the new one, so much so, 
that it is said that some of the old Company 
induced the Czar to prohibit the goods of the 
new Company being imported duty free. 

The Accounts of the various parties concerned, 
viz, the old Company, the Greenland Company, 
two Treasurers, the Treasurer of the Assessment 
and the Governor, are so involved that any attempt 
to dissect them would be extremely difficult, and 
the result if obtained would hardly compensate for 


the labour expended. 
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It may be here mentioned that after the failure 
of the joint undertaking of the Russia Company, 
and the East India Company, the trade of the former 
Company with Russia was gradually diminishing ; 
not only on account of its own monetary 
difficulties ; but also owing to the disturbed con- 
dition of Russia about this time. It was therefore 
necessary, if possible, to obtain a fresh confirmation 
of the Company’s privileges in Russia. Two 
Ambassadors, Sir. John Merrick, & Sir Dudley 
Digges, were sent and in 1623, a new treaty was 
made. 

Previous grants to English Merchants were 
confirmed but such privileges were to be confined 
to members of the Company. 

Exemption from Customs duty was allowed on 
the condition that the Czar had the right of 
pre-emption of any goods for his own use, at the 
price of the same, as sold in England leaving 
no profit to the Company. 


The following Charter is copied from an old 
document in the possession of the Russia Company. 
It is stated therein that Charters had been granted 
to the English Merchants in the past 134 years. It 
is difficult to reconcile this statement with the date 
of the first Charter granted by the Emperor of 
Russia to the Company in 1555. 


CHARTER FROM 
CZAR MICHAEL FEODOROVITCH. 


By the Grace and ineffable Providence of God, 
the only unoriginated, And Infinite, Invisible, Inex- 
pressible, Terrible, and inaccessible, Abiding above 
the Heavens, Dwelling in Unaproachable Light, 
Reigning over the Celestial Powers, and by one 
Immortal word of his Wisdom, upholding all Things 
Visible and Invisible, And by his Quickening and 
Divine Spirit Vivifying all, and witha Vigilant Eye 
inspecting the Earth, and Ordaining every thing upon 
it, and Yielding good Comforts to all Mankind, 
before whom the Celestial, Terestrial, and Infernal 
Powers tremble and fear, of the same one our God, 
glorify’d in three Persons, and in Unity Worship’d; 
Who has Vouchsafed to receive the Sceptre of the 
Orthodox Great Russia,—to the Glory of his Holy 
and Terrible name, to the Inheritance of the great 
Lords, Tzars, and Grand Dukes of all Russia, to the 
wellfare of the land, and to the Necessities of the 
People, to the Vengance of the Malevolent, and 
to the Glory of the Benevolent, WE MICHAEL 
THEODOROWYCH Great Lord, Tzar, and Grand 
Duke of all Russia, Autocrator of Vladimir, Mos- 
kov, Novgorod, Tzar of Sybiria, Lord of Pskov, 
and Grand Duke of Smolensk, Twer, and Yugor, 
Perm, Viatka, Bolgaria, and of the rest, Lord and 
Grand Duke of Novgorod of the inferiour land, 
Chernigov, Rezan, Polotsk Rostov, Yaroslav, 
Bielozersk, Oodor, Obdor, Kondin, and Master of all 
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A.D. 1628. the Northern Coast, and Lord of the land of Yver, 
of Cartalianian and Georgian Kings, and of the Land 
of Kabardin, of Oherkashian and Gorski Princess, 
and of many Other Great Kingdoms Lord and 
Master ; And According to Carnal Birth our Father, 
But According to his Spiritual Dignity, Father and 
Pastor, Most Sublime and Holy Doctor, and Great 
Lord, the Most Pious Feelarett Nikitich, by the 
Grace of God Patriarch of the Metropolitan City of 
Mosckov, and of all the great Russia, Have granted 
to his Royal Majesty, our Beloved Brother, the Great 
Lord Charles, King of England, and Scotland, France, 
and Ireland and of the Rest, For the Merchants of the 
English Nation, Sr. John Merrick Knight, Sr. William 
Bussoll Knight, Sr. Hugh Amaril Knight and Alder- 
man, Robert Bateman, Ralph Freeman Alderman, 
Rowland -Killing Alderman, Clement Kirby, Fabian 
Smith Agent, Franeis Flior, Benjamin Dakor, Georgo 
Strode, Thomas Simons, John Bland, John Bedley, 
Thomas Somo, Thomas Freeman, Clifford Bussell, 
Richard Sweeft, Thomas Wych, James Cox, Anthony 
Pennystone, Julian Roll, In all three and twenty 
men, in Consequence of what our Beloved Brother ; 
the Great Lord Charles has Written to our Royal 
Majesty, by his Ambasadour Richard Sweeft, that 
seven out of the two and twenty English Merchants, 
whose Names were Inserted in the Charter, formerly 
granted by us, and our Father, Great Lord, and 
most Pious Patriarch, do not exist, some being 
Deceased, and some having quitted Commerces, and 
that our Royal Majesty, and our Father, Great Lord, 
and Most Pious Patriarch, would Most graciously 
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grant and order, to fill up the Vacant Places in the A.D, 1628. 
granted Charter with their Heirs, and with Other 
English Merchants, and the Agent Fabian Smith 
will present the names of those Merchants, who in 
Particular are to be inserted in the Granted Charter ; 
Likewise our Beloved Brother, and Great Lord, 
King Charles, has Written to our Royal Majesty in 
a Special Letter: That Julian Roll, a subject of his 
Royal Majesty, begun to trade in our Royal Majesty’s 
Moskovitish Dominions: and that our Royal 
Majesty in Consequence of the Intreaty and Re- 
presentation, of His Royal Majesty, would grant to 
the said Roll, the same Liberty, which is granted to 
the Other Subjects of his Royal Majesty, who are 
English Merchants of a Free Commerce. And it is 
to be Ordered, That every one of those English 
Merchants, should trade separately, and they are to 
be allowed to enter with their ships into our King- 
dom, and our City of Archangel, and Seaports with 
Goods of all kinds, and to trade with Goods of all 
kinds in the Metropolis Moskov, and in the Towns 
of our Kingdom, in great Novgorod, Pskov, and 
other Towns with duty, According to the Old 
Custom, and for their free Commerce, we Order 
‘ to grant to the English Merchants a New Royal 
Charter of us, and of our Father, the great Lord 
and Most Pious Patriarch, privilidg’d with the Royal 
Title of us, and of our Father, great Lord, Most 
Pious Patriarch, Such as the privilidg’d Charters 
granted to the English Merchants by our Ancestors, 
great Lord, Tzars, and grand Dukes of Russia, 
and such, as our Royal Majesty, And our Father, 
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A.D. 1628. great Lord, and Most Pious Patriarch, have granted 
to the English Merchants in the past 134 years, 
And we great Lord Tzar, And Grand Duke Michael 
Theodorowych Autocrator of all Russia, And accord- 
ing to Carnal Birth our Father, But According to 
Spiritual Dignity, Father and Pastor, most Sublime 
and Holy Doctor, Most Pious Tilaret Patriarch 
Nikitich of Moskov, and of all Russia; Desirous 
to be for the future in Firm and Brotherly friend- 
ship, And love, with our Beloved brother King 
Charles, have granted to the Subjects of his Royal 
Majesty, The English Merchants, Sr. John Merrick 
Knight, and his Three and Twenty Companions 
whose names Fabian Smith, the Agent to his Royal 
Majesty, has presented to the State Officers of our 
Royal Majesty. And also with respect, to what his 
Royal Majesty has written in a Special Letter about 
Julian Roll, and Allow’d in Consequence of the 
intreaty of his Royal Majesty to trade in our 
Kingdoms, with a free Commerce, and to enter 
with the Ships, the port of the Duyna, and the 
Harbour of Archangel, where they did formerly 
enter, and from the harbour to pass through our 
Lands into the Towns of Oostug the great, 
WoLogda, YarosLavl, and the Metropolis of 
Moskov, great Novgorod, and Pskov, with goods 
of all kinds, and to trade with goods of all kinds 
with a free trade and we have Ordered, that the 
Dutys for Toll, and Warfrage, and passage, and 
Vossoll and Head, and Bridges, and Ferrys, and 
for entering the Names, and all other Dutys should 
not be taken, either for themselves or for their 
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goods, and that Sr. John Merrick, with the Best of A.D. 1628. 
his Companions English Merchants, According to 
this Our Royal privilidg’d Charter, are to Trade in 
our Kingdom with their Goods, without any Duty, 
and they are to Import, as formerly into our King- 
dom Goods of all Sorts, Cloths, and Silks and 
Satins, and Taffetas, good, and such, as they were 
before, and the Silks and Satins should be Sub- 
stantial, the Cloths thick, and not Deficient in 
Measure, neither should they shrink in wetting, but 
such as they were before, and not such, as the 
Englishmen begun of late, within these few years to 
import, Cloths and Other Goods bad, and not 
Answerable to the former, and such, as proov’d 
before good upon Strafil and Kostrish, But now the 
Loondysty and not the Same, Likewise the Other 
Goods alltogeather and worse than the former and 
they Export from the Moskovitysh Kingdom all 
Goods, like to the former, and by no Means Altered, 
and they are to deliver into the Treasury, of our 
Royal Majesty Colour’d Goods and of all sorts, which 
shall be fitt for the Treasury of our Royal Majesty, 
at prime cost, and at their Intrinsick Value, 
and they are not Import Foreign Goods instead 
of their own, nor to keep any Forestallers of 
the Russian people, nor pass their Merchandise for 
The English Merchandise, nor to introduce with 
themselves Foreigners of other Nations, and at the 
Town of Archangel, not to pass Traders of Other 
Nations, instead of themselves, nor any Foreign 
Goods as their own, to Avoid the Dutys, and not to 
take such any goods English, except their genuine 
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A.D. 1628. Merchandise, that our Custom Dutys may suffer no 
Losses by those Means. And they the English 
Merchants are to avoid all that, and not to violate 
the Royal Privileges of us, and of our Father, Great 
Lord, and Most Pious Patriarch by such unworthy 
proceedings, and not to act in a Manner, which 
cou’d occasion a breach of Friendship with our 
Brother King Charles, and they the English Mer- 
chants are to live, when they come to Moscov, at 
the Old English House, but if that Old House, can- 
not contain them all, and shall be too Small for their 
Various Merchandise, they are to find Ground near 
that House, or where it shall be most convenient, 
and to Petition our Royal Majesty, and our Father, 
great Lord, and Most Pious Patriarch, and we great 
Lord, and our Father, great Lord, and Most Pious 
Patriarch~ Filaret Nikitich of Moscov and of all 
Russia, in consequence of their petition will grant 
them leave, to buy it, But without our Royal Licence, 
they are neither to build nor Buy Houses Separately, 
and only those Englishmen are to trade, in our 
Kingdom, whose Names are inserted in this our 
Granted Charter, and are specify’d in this our 
Privilidg’d Charter, and they the English Merchants 
are to be judg’d at the Embassys College by our 
Judges, and if they shall sue any of our people, or 
our people sue them in any Affairs of Commerce, or 
Credit, they Likewise are to Petition for Justice, and 
a Tryal at the Embassys College, but never to be 
judg’d by themselves. And according to their 
Petition, they are to have for their Chief Agent 
Fabian Smith, and for the future whomever his 
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Royal Majesty shall Appoint, the person, to Succeed A.D. 1628. 
him shall be, and Fabian the Agent is, in every thing 
to examine the English Merchants at their coming 
to our Kingdom, either to the Town of Archangel, 
to Moscov, or to the other Towns of our Kingdom, 
and to take care in all, that every thing should be 
perform’d According to the Gracious privileges of 
us, and of our Father, great Lord, and Most Pious 
Patriarch, and that they should transact nothing, but 
what is expressed in our Grant, and if any English 
Traders shall come to the Moscovitysh Kingdom, 
Exclusive of those inserted 1n this our granted Charter 
according to our Edict, the goods of such people are 
to be examined and Registered in the Towns by our 
Boyars & Weyewod’s, and Magistrates, and the Duty 
upon their Goods, is to be paid the Same, as by the 
Other Foreigners, because their Names are not inserted 
in this our Granted Charter. And when the English 
Merchants themselves, or their Clerks, or their people 
shall come with their Goods to any Town, they are 
to sell their Goods, and to buy the Goods of our 
Kingdom freely, and when they come to our Town 
of great Novgorod, and Pskov, or to any other 
Towns, Our Boyars Voyewods, and all the Magis- 
trates, According to this our Granted Charter, are to 
allow them, to trade in the Same Manner with goods 
of all sorts, and after the Accounts are settled, to let 
them go without Detention, and without taking any 
Duty either for themselves or for their goods, except 
from the Supernumery English Merchants, which 
should come, whose Names are not inserted in this 
our Granted Charter, And when the English Mer- 
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A.D. 1628. chants, which are specify’d in this our Priviledg’d 
Charter, shall pass with their Merchandise, and shall 
not buy any Goods, or sell their own, in those Towns 
likewise no Custom Dutys are to be taken from them, 
According to this our Royal granted Charter, And 
if the English Merchants should trade or Exchange 
their Goods with our Merchants, and tradespeople, 
they are to exchange Goods for Goods and to Sell 
their Goods Wholesale ; But they are no-where to 
sell, or to Exchange their Goods by Retail, by Weight 
or by the Yard, Neither at their House or in the 
Towns. And they are to sell, and to Exchange the 
Cloths wholesale, by Bales and Parcels, and Silks 
and Velvetts by Pieces, and Rols and not by the 
Yard. And they are to sell Goods of all kinds, that 
are weighable, by Berkovetz, and not by less weight, 
and they are to sell likewise, all Foreign Liquors 
Wholesale by Hogsheads and by half Hogsheads ~ 
and by Anchors ; But they are not to sell Liquors 
by Retail, by the Vedso, or by the Quart. And the 
English Merchants are to trade in our Kingdom, 
and to Exchange, and to Sell their Goods, and buy 
Russian Goods themselves. But no Russian people 
are to trade nor Exchange for them, as their Agents, 
and the English Merchants are nowhere to put off 
Foreign Goods, for their own, And they are not to 
keep any Interlopers, and to put off their Goods 
for their own, And if the English Merchants and 
Traders should sell their Goods in Kolmogor 
upon Dwina, and in Vologda, and in Yaroslav, 
they are to sell likewise their Goods by Whole- 
sale Freely by this Order. And our Boyars and 
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Voyewods, and all our Magistrates in all the Towns A.D. 1628. 
of our whole Kingdom, are not to take any 
custom Dutys for those their Goods, According 
to this our Royal granted Charter, And in all towns, 
they are freely to have carriers for those Goods, and 
Vessells, and Watermen by Agreement. And when 
the English Merchants and Traders shall go out of 
our Kingdom to their own Countrey or to any other 
Countries, and we should be pleased to send with 
them our own Money, on our own Account, and for 
the sake of Purchasing, they are to take along with 
them our Money, and to sell and exchange for 
Goods, According to our Order, and according to 
our Pleasure, And our Boyars and Voyevods, and all 
our Magistrates in all our Towns, and to let them 
and their Clerks with those our Goods pass Duty 
free by our Passport, And when the English Mer- 
chants, after the Accounts are settled, shall go from 
Mockov to Archangel, or to their own Countreys, 
they are to Appear before our Judges, in the College 
of Embassy, and in English Merchants and Traders 
should chance to meet with any misfortune, or 
Shipwreck, and that ship should be cast away upon 
any place of our Dominions, our Voyevods and 
Magistrates, and all our subjects are earnestly to 
seek for the effects of these English Merchants, and 
to deliver to the English Merchants, who should 
happen to be at that time in our Dominions, every- 
thing that shall be found ; But if no English people, 
should happen to be at that time in our Dominions, 
these Effects are to collected, and Deposited in one 
Place, till our Order. And when the people of the 
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A.D. 1628. English Nation come, these Effets are to be 
delivered to the people of the English Nation 
without Detention. And the English Merchants are 
to keep in the House at Moskov by the Church of 
St. Maxim the Confessour, which is Graciously 
granted by us for ‘Trade, one Housekeeper 
“Foreigner,” but they are not to employ Russian 
people in their Service as Housekeepers, neither in 
Moskow, nor in any Towns. And as the same 
English Merchants, have Houses in the Towns of 
Yaroslav, Vologda, Kolmogory, and at the Seaport 
of Archangel, they are to retain these Houses as 
formerly, According to our Royal Grant. And we 
have Ordered that no Taxes, Imposts and Dutys of 
any kind shall be taken from these Houses. And we 
have Ordered that the Housekeepers, of their Houses 
should *be exempt from all Offices, performed by 
the Tradespeople, and that none of our People, nor 
Foreigners should be Quartered in these their 
Houses, neither in their presence, nor absence, 
And they are to keep in these Houses at Yaroslav, 
Vologda, and Kolmogor, and Archangel, their own 
Housekeeper’s Foreigners, and they are to deposite 
their goods, And to sell them in these Houses to 
whom they please, Duty free, According to this our 
Royal granted Charter, and the Housekeepers in 
their absence are not to trade with any of their Goods, 
And they to land with their Goods at the Seaport as 
formerly, and to take their goods out of the ships, 
and to Transport them to their Houses, and to ship 
their goods by their hired people, and our Voyevods 
and Commissioners, and the Officers of the Customs 
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are to take list of those their goods signed by them, A.D. 1628. 
that Commissioners of the Customs should know, 
what sorts of Merchandize, Russian or Foreign 
every one has; But the Commissioners, and the 
Officers of the Customs, are not to examine their 
goods themselves, nor to unpack the Bails, nor to 
cause any Detention, nor Demur, nor losses, and 
the English Merchants are to declare their Goods 
of all sorts and Colours to the Commissioners and 
Officers of the Customs, and to specefy them in the 
the Lists, without concealing anything, But if they 
conceal anything, or pass other peoples Goods for 
their own, And it shall be certainly proved, He that 
has done so, is to forfeit to us, the Great TZAR, 
fro such smuggling, as large a penalty, as we the 
great TZAR shall Order, And when the English 
Merchants do go from Archangel in our Dominions 
to Moscov, or shall send Russian Goods to their 
own Countrey, our Magistrates and the Com- 
missioners, And Officers of the Customs, are to let 
them pass, with those their goods, without stoppage 
According to this our Royal Granted Charter, and if 
the Merchants or Traders of the English Nation 
should send from our Kingdom to their own 
Country their people by land, through Sweeden, 
And other Kingdoms, they are to send their people 
to their Country by Licence of our Royal Majesty, 
and to take Passports from our College of Embassy, 
And if any person has any complaint against them 
concerning Trade or Injury, our Boyars, and 
Voyevods, and Judges, and all our Magistrates, in 
Towns, are not to Judge neither the English 
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K.D. 1628. Merchants themselves, nor their Clerks, nor their 
people upon any cause, nor to send the Officers of 
Justice after them, After their Clerks, or their people 
upon any other cause except Murder, Theft, or High- 
way Robbery on Conviction, and they, their Clerks, 
and their people with our Russian Subjects, Are to be 
judg’d by our Judges in the College of Embassy by 
Edict of our Royal Majesty, and of our Father, great 
Lord Filaret Nikitich, Most Pious Patriarch of 
Moskov, and all Russia, and all Law Suits amongst 
them are to be decided, as Justice shall require. And 
when after the Tryal, the Veracity of any point does 
not appear it is to be determin’d by Lott, and in 
whose favour, the Lott shall fall, he shall gett the 
cause. And if the English Merchants should in any 
Town of our Kingdom complain of our people 
with respect to Trade, or for Debts, our Boyars, 
Voyevods, and all our Magistrates in Towns, are to 
procure satisfaction to the English Merchants from 
our Russian people for Debts, and to judge them in 
those affairs According to Truth, And if upon any 
cause a contest amongst them should Arise, our 
Boyars and Voyevods, and all our Magistrates in 
Towns, upon application of the English Merchants, 
are to Order our Russian people to give Bail upon 
that contested cause, and to fix the Term for their 
appearance at Moskov, to Answer in the College of 
Embassy before our Judges, and our Judges are to 
Decide those their causes According to our Edict, 
And they are to determine their Law Suits, as 
Justice will require, and when after the Tryal the 
veracity of any point does not appear, it is to be 
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determined by Lott, and in whose favour the Lott A.D. 1628. 
falls he getts the cause, and no Dutys attending to 
the Law Suits are to be taken from the English 
Merchants any where. And we great Lord TZAR, 
and grand Duke Michael Theodorowych Autocrator 
of all Russia, and our Father, great Lord Filaret 
Nikitich, Most Pious Patriarch of Moskov, and of 
all Russia, have ordered that this our granted 
Charter should be punctually obey’d, and by no 
Means Violated, in all our Kingdoms, at Mokov, 
and all Towns by our Boyars, Voyevods, Judges and 
all Magistrates, and we have ordered, this our 
Privilidg’d Charter to be given under our Royal 
Seal, and under the sacred Seal of our Father, great 
Lord, Most Pious Patriarch. And if any one should 
not obey this our Royal Privilidg’d Charter, 
and should Injury and Violence, to the English 
Merchants, Against our Royal Will, Those people 
shall be subject to a great penalty. Given this 
Our Royal Privelidg’d Charter, at our Royal 
Pallace in the Metropolis of Moskov, in the Year 
from the Creation of the World 7136 in the month 
of June from the Nativity of our Saviour 1628 
signed by Yofum, Son of Gregory Telepiev, Privy 
Councillor to the great Lord, Tzar, and Grand 
Duke, Michael Theodorovitch, Autocrator of all 
Russia. 
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THE TZAR’S SEAL. 


Contains the Title of the 


Tzar at full length, as 


expressed before in 


the Charter. 


_THE PATRIARCHAL SEAL. 


Humble Lord Filaret 
Nikitich by the Grace of God 
according to Carnal Birth Father 
of Michael Theodorowych, Great 
Lord TZAR, and grand Duke 
Autocrator of all Russia ; but by 
the Will of God, According to Spiritual 
Dignity Pastor and Doctor, and Spiritual 
Father, Most Pious Patriarch of 
Moscoy and of all Russia. 


193 


In this year a further embassy was sent to A.D. 1630. 


Russia, Fabian Smith being Ambassador, and the 
trade up to 1635 seems to have prospered, there is 
no mention of the “trade to Russia” being either 
“decayed or deserted.” It was asserted by the 
Russian Chancellor that the members of the Com- 
pany “grew very rich and got great estate.” 

A new administration came into existence about 
this time, fewer goods were sent to Russia; the 
Dutch competed successfully with regard to price. 
The privilege of preemption by the Czar was not 
observed and by 1638 the Company was again in 
difficulties and a call had to be made to pay the 
debts of the existing undertaking. The late 
Governor was assessed and on his refusal to pay, he 
was committed to prison. 

The Company’s method of finance, faulty from 
the beginning, still continued ; the profits as made 
were divided up to the hilt, and no adequate reserve 
fund provided. 

In this year the Governor was discharged from 
his office and imprisoned during the pleasure of 
the House of Commons. 

In 1646 the concessions of the Company 
in Russia were altogether annulled and the members 
and their factors expelled from the Country. 

Several versions are given to account for this 
proceeding on the part of the Czar, most of them 
probably only surmise. 

One being that Charles I. had sent a request to 
the Czar to abolish the privileges of the Company, 
another and the most probable being that the Dutch 
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offered to pay “15% customs duty from Archangel” 
if the English factors were banished. 

Owing to the state of affairs in England about 
this time there is little data available in relation to 
the proceedings of the Company. 

“Cromwell endeavoured to obtain a reinstate- 
ment of the trade. An expedition was fitted out in 
1654, and with it went William Prideaux as 
Ambassador. On arriving at Archangel, permission 
was asked to trade, and a license was granted that 
the ships might dispose of their goods at Archangel ; 
Prideaux might travel to Moscow to confer with the 
Czar, but no factors were to accompany him. All 
goods landed in the country were subjected to the 
same customs paid by foreign nations.” 

The trade remained in the above condition until 
the restoration—in May 1660—at which date these 
notes are brought to a conclusion, in the hope that. 
further search may disclose some information of 
interest between this date and the 1st of March 
1666/7 when the Minute Books of the Company are 
available. 
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